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Editor Terry Smith recalls a 
(not-so-harrowing) encounter. 
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Smash ‘em up
A look at the recent demolition 
derby and its contestants.
See page 8

Back to school
New modular classrooms await 
West Elementary students. 
See page 11

Plenty to do this weekend as 
students trickle back into town, 
including Athens Music and Arts 
Festival. See pages 17-19
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Fair bit of controversy
Confederate flag merch at 
Athens County fair sparks debate.
See page 3
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Snapshot of iconic festival, 50 years ago today
Meigs Co. rock legend Jorma recalls 
Woodstock from stage-eye view

Continued on next page

By Dennis E. Powell
Athens NEWS Columnist

I
t was officially called “Woodstock Music & Arts Fair” and it 
began 50 years ago today.

We remember it, but why? Yes, there was a movie made about 
it. But there have been movies made about other music festivals: 
Monterrey Pop, to some extent Atamont, even the 1982 Us Festival. 
Yes, a lot of people attended Woodstock, but there have been many 
festivals attended by lots of people.

I could speculate, but there’s no reason to do that when it’s pos-
sible to talk with someone who wasn’t just there but who performed 
there.

Let me digress a moment to note that the most generous realistic 
estimates of the crowd size at Woodstock puts it at or a little below a 
half million people. There are all kinds of claims of two or three mil-
lion. If we added up all those who later said they were there, we could 
settle on a number of 25 million or so. But the fact is that the number 
of people actually at Woodstock for all or part of the three-day festi-
val was 500,000 or less, which is itself pretty big.

Thirty-two bands performed that weekend. A lot of the musi-
cians have died since then, as happens over a half century, though we 
should note, too, that two of the biggest names – Janis Joplin and Jimi 
Hendrix – were dead within 15 months of Woodstock. So those who 
played there and who are still alive and making music are a select 
group indeed.

Woodstock’s Saturday night headline act was, not surprisingly, the 
Jefferson Airplane. And given how things unfolded at Woodstock, it’s 
no surprise that the band didn’t take the stage until Sunday morn-
ing after sunrise, the band having been backstage all night. (Even so, 
there’s a new three-record vinyl album of its entire performance.)

The song most emblematic of that era, in my estimation, is the !is month the Jefferson Airplane released a commemorative three-record album of their performance at Woodstock (cover pictured). 
!at’s Meigs County’s Jorma Kaukonen in the striped shirt at le#. 


