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 What’s
happening

� e Delta Tau Delta fraternity house at 24 E. Washington St. Photo by Cole Behrens.

By Ben Peters and Corinne Colbert
Athens NEWS Team

O
hio University on Tuesday suspended the 
Beta Chapter of the Delta Tau Delta frater-
nity from campus for four years after the 

group violated university health orders and forced 
members to drink alcohol, among several other 
Student Code of Conduct infractions.

The fraternity’s national organization will be 
eligible to apply for reinstatement in 2025 should 
its membership wish to return to campus, accord-
ing to a university news release.

The suspension followed a university investiga-
tion that found members of the Greek life organiza-
tion provided false information to university offi-
cials; sold, distributed or furnished alcohol; provided 
alcohol to intoxicated individuals; failed to ensure 
that underage persons don’t consume alcohol; and 
caused, incited or participated in any disturbance. 

The organization also failed to comply with law-
ful orders of university officials or law enforcement 

officers; committed reckless but not accidental ac-
tions that posed a reasonable risk of physical harm 
to others; coerced members to consume alcohol; 
and violated the university’s COVID-19 policies.

In February, the fraternity received a cease-and-
desist letter following an event held that month amid 
the pandemic at a Mill Street home, raising concerns 
about violations to university health and safety 
orders, according to The Columbus Dispatch. 

“Ohio University is committed to a safe and 
respectful campus environment that aligns with 
our institutional values of citizenship, civility, 
character, community, and commitment,” a uni-
versity news release said. “We strive to provide an 
atmosphere on campus that promotes social and 
ethical responsibility and we take a thoughtful but 
active approach when faced with issues that impact 
student safety and wellbeing.”

Not the first time

Fraternity suspended

By Corinne Colbert
Athens NEWS Editor

A
n Athens man faces eight to 12 years in 
prison for stalking, harassing and post-
ing nude pictures of his ex-girlfriend 

online — some of which were taken while she 
was a minor.

Patrick Crist, 27, pleaded guilty Friday to 
eight charges, including extortion, stalking, 
harassment, nonconsensual dissemination of 
private sexual images and illegal use of a minor 
in nudity-oriented material, according to a 
press release from the Athens County County 
Prosecutor’s Office.

In a brief statement in court, the victim told 
Crist that there had been “no need for your 
pointless revenge,” according to the release.

The extortion, stalking, harassment and 
nonconsensual dissemination charges were 
brought in April. Judge George McCarthy 
sentenced Crist to three years in prison on 
those original seven charges, which included 
three third-degree felonies, two fourth-degree 
felonies, a first-degree misdemeanor and a 
third-degree misdemeanor.

Under state sentencing guidelines, three 
years in prison is the maximum penalty for a 
third-degree felony. The maximum term for a 
fourth-degree felony is 18 months.

While investigating the case, Athens Coun-
ty Prosecutor Keller Blackburn’s office learned 
that some of the images had been made while 
the victim was underage. In court on Friday, 
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