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Obvious questions
Some questions for attendees 
at the Athens County GOP Fall 
Dinner. See page 4

WEARING
THIN

Tree doctor
OU doctoral student stud-
ies how weather and climate 
change affect trees. See page 12

Homecoming 2019
Some teaser images from a 
well-attended OU Homecoming 
parade. See page 16

Believe it or not, next weekend 
is Halloween. Get your rest now. 
See page 17-19

 What’s
happening

New store on Oct. 24
Marshalls outlet sets date 
for grand opening in Athens. 
See page 2
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L
ong-running discussions about making 
the Johnson Road-U.S. Rt. 33-River Road 
intersection northwest of Athens safer 

have been goosed into overdrive, following an 
injury accident that occurred at that spot last 
Thursday morning.

Two people, including a 16-year-old Athens 
High School student, were injured in the ac-
cident, which occurred Oct. 10 after the teen 
girl turned left in front of oncoming freeway 
traffic, from Rt. 33 to Johnson Road. She was 
released from a Columbus hospital later on 
Thursday.

Officials with the Athens City School Dis-
trict responded to the accident – the second 
one with similar circumstances in the past few 
months – with aggressive calls for action by 
Athens County Engineer Jeff Maiden and the 
Ohio Department of Transportation. Athens 
High School is about a mile northwest of U.S. 
Rt. 33 on Johnson Road. They said the school 
district is ready and eager to help with any 
such efforts. 

Almost simultaneous to those calls last 

Thursday, Maiden already was pressing for-
ward with plans to ask ODOT to share with 
the county the cost of a $17,300 feasibility 
study by a Columbus consulting firm on im-
proving and making safer the U.S. Rt. 33-John-
son Road-River Road intersection.

The study, proposed by MS Consultants, 
Inc., would “identify conceptual solutions for 
eliminating left-turn crashes at the U.S. Rt. 
33/Johnson Road/Township Road 251 (River 
Road) intersection… The study would posi-
tion your office (county Engineer) to pursue 

ODOT Safety or other funding sources to 
advance the project.”  

One main component of any improve-
ment plan for the intersection would involve 
closing the left-hand-turn option on Rt. 33 by 
eliminating the opening in the median strip 
there. This would stop left turns by cars com-
ing in both directions on Rt. 33. People driving 
southeast on 33 currently can turn left onto 
River Road, just as drivers heading northwest 
can turn left onto Johnson Road.

On Monday, Maiden suggested that any 
move to close the Rt. 33 median at that spot 
should come as a result of a broader study 
of the situation at Johnson Road and Rt. 33, 
as well as River Road across the highway. He 
said he’s aware that closing the Rt. 33 median 
at that spot, without taking any other action, 
may result in unintended consequences such 
as traffic backing up onto the highway as it’s 
accessing the next exit to the northwest, at 
Ohio Rt. 682.

“I think that could be a more dangerous 
factor than the left turn at Johnson Road,” 
Maiden said. He noted that a state trooper told 
him that in the aftermath of last Thursday’s 
accident at Johnson Road, when the left-turn 
there was blocked, vehicles were indeed back-
ing up at the Rt. 682 exit.

An alternative access to Johnson and 
River roads, originally proposed by an ODOT 
engineer in 2013, also has been discussed, 
though it would be costly and likely require 
negotiations with private-property owners in 
that area. A conceptual overhead view of this 
so-called loop road shows a roadway under the 

After crash, all eyes on Johnson-Rt. 33
Accident at busy 
intersection revives 
talk about taking action 
to make it safer

Continued on page 14

On the morning of Oct. 10, a two-car crash, with both drivers injured, occurred at this location near ! e Plains, 
where Johnson Road and U.S. Rt. 33 intersect. ! is has renewed discussion about taking action to make the 
intersection safer. Photo by Terry Smith.


