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happening
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N
elsonville will retain city status, Ohio 
Secretary of State Frank LaRose con-
firmed on Tuesday.

The City of Nelsonville announced Monday 
that the city’s enumeration process was successful 
in finding over 5,000 residents in order to retain 
city status. The names and addresses were sent to 
the Secretary of State’s office for consideration.

At Monday’s Nelsonville City Council meet-
ing, Auditor Taylor Sappington announced the 
effort to collect signatures had found 5,373 — 
well above the threshold for city status.

“We have high hopes and high expectations 
and we think this is just one example of what we 
can do, and now its past tense, it’s what we have 
done,” Sappington said. “Nelsonville is at its peak 
in the sense of its peak community and peak 
togetherness.”

The 2020 U.S. Census counted 4,612 Nelson-
ville residents. In 2019, the census estimated the 
city’s population at 5,130, just above the mini-
mum 5,000 needed to remain a city. Last month, 
Nelsonville officials received a proclamation 
from LaRose declaring that the city would revert 
to village status in 30 days.

Reverting to a village would have been 
catastrophic, the city said in releases during the 
enumeration campaign. Services such as police 
and fire and funding for Nelsonville-York School 
District — and the ability to solicit grant money 
— would have been affected by village status.

Now, instead of reverting to a village, the new 
proclamation states that in 30 days from Tuesday, 
Nelsonville will instead become a city.

Rob Nichols, spokesperson for LaRose, com-
mended the city on its effort counting citizens.

“We’re very happy for them and to their credit 
they worked very very hard in a short order of 
time and they should be very proud of what they 
accomplished,” Nichols said.

City Manager Scott Frank thanked all the city 
employees, including the utility, fire and police 
departments, as well as citizen volunteers, for 
taking time to walk the streets and find residents.
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O
hio Rep. Jay Edwards, R-Nelsonville, in-
troduced legislation last week that would 
create a commission to study adverse 

childhood experiences that he says causes barri-
ers in the lives of Ohio youth.

The Adverse Childhood Experiences Com-
mission would gather experts to study the phe-
nomenon and advise the General Assembly on 
possible solutions. 

ACEs are potentially traumatizing events or 
circumstances that occur from birth to age 17. 
Some ACEs are direct events, such as exeriencing 
abuse, violence or neglect. Others are environ-
mental, such as seeing violence at home or in the 
community. Family instability due to substance 
use, mental illness, incarceration, and attempted 
or completed suicide also are ACEs.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention’s website on ACEs says childhood trauma 
is “linked to chronic health problems, mental ill-
ness and substance abuse problems in adulthood.” 

In his testimony to the Behavioral Health and 
Recovery Supports Committee, Edwards said the 
bill has the potential to benefit the youth of Ohio.

“I think the proposal before you has the 
potential to be a tremendous resource and have a 
positive and meaningful impact on public policy 
and, more importantly, the lives of young people,” 
Edwards said. “This isn’t a Democrat issue or a 
Republican issue. This bill is about helping Ohio 
children achieve their God-given potential.”

Ohio ranks 46th in the nation for kids with 
high levels of early childhood trauma, Gail 
Pavliga, R-Portage County, and who is a joint 
sponsor of the bill, said.

Edwards proposes bill to 
study childhood trauma
One catch: It’s already being done
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