hox 730

January 2, 2013

SENT VIA MAIL & FAX
(740) 286-6445

Phil Howard
Superintendeit
Jackson City Schools
450 Vaughn Street
Jackson, O 45640

Ret Alleged Religious leonography at Jackson Middle Sehool
Dear Superintendent Howard:

TLam writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRT) and our Ohio
membership to aslc about allegations of relipious iconography hanging in Jackson Middle
School. FFRF isa national nenprofit organization with over 19,000 members scrogs the country,
including roughly 300 members in Ohio. Qur purpose is ta protect the constitutional principle of
separation between religion and government.

We received a disturbing report that a porteait of Jesus is hanging in Jackson Middle School.
Englosed please find the photo our complainant provided us. We inderstand that this is near an
entrance (o the school,

I this report is true, it is an egregious vislation of the First Amendment. As you are cottainly
aware, the display of religious messages in the school setting violaies the Establishment Clause
of the First Amendment, Courts have continually held that public schaools may not display
religious messages or iconography. See, generally, Stene v, Graham, 449 U.S. 39 (1980)(ruling
that the Ten Commandments may not be displayed on school wal 18}, Washegesic v.
Bloosmingdale Public Schools, 813 F. Supp, 559 (W.D. Mich. 1993}, sffirmed, 33 F, 3d 679 {6th
Cir, 1994)(ruling that a picture of Jesus may not be displayed tn a public school) Ahlguist v, City
of Cranston ex ret. Strom, 840 F. Bupp. 2d 507 (D.R.1. 201 2)(Ruling that prayer mural in school
auditorium violated Establishment Clausc),

Jackson Cily Schools may not display Christian or other religions messages on school prounds.
The Supreme Court has stressed the importance of protecting public school students from these
types ol messages, In Santa Fe fndep. Séh. Dist, v, Deg. the Supreme Courl struck down a school
district policy that authorized students to vote on whether to hold a prayer at high school football
games. 530 U.S. 290 (2000). The court reasoned that becansc the prayers were part of a rogularly
scheduled school-sponsared [unction on school praperty, an ohjective observer would pereeive
them ag state endorsement of religion, i, at 308. If'a large portrail of Jesus were to hang in
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Juckson Middle School, an ehjective observer would have no doubr that it had the district’s
stamp of approval.

“[§]chool sponsorship of a religious message iz impermissible because it sends the aneillary
message to members of the audience who are nonadherents *that they are outsiders, not full
members of the political community and accompanying message lo adherents thal they are
insiders, favored members of the pelitical communily.'” Sesta Fe Indep. Seh. Dist. v. Doe, 530
LIS, 250, 309-10 (2001), If a district were to promote a religion aver non-religion, it would
impermissibly tu'n any non-believing student, parent. or statf mcmbcr into an oulsider. This is
especially likely considcung 1-in=5 Americans are nonreligious' and 1-in-3 younger Americans
are nonreligious,” The potential o exclude and alienate is great.

Itis illegal for Jacksen Middle School to post religious images on the walls ol ils school, 11 true,
the District must remove the pictur of Jesus at once, We ask that you commence an immediate
investigation into this allegation and take the appropriate and necessury sleps Lo bring Jackson
Middle Schoal into compliance with the Constitution. Please respond in writing so that we may
assure our complainant, members, and those following the situation that the distriet has not
impermissibly endorsed relipion,

Sincercly,

Lo

Rebecea 5. Markert
Stall Allomey
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Enclosure
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