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The Hamburg City Council will ask 
the Ashley County Quorum Court to 
sign an intergovernmental agreement 
supporting the city’s ambulance service.

If the county government doesn’t 
sign on, some areas in the county may 
not have ambulance coverage from 
Hamburg.

The vote to seek the agreement 
with the county came at Monday’s 
regularly scheduled council meet-
ing.

Hamburg Mayor 
Dane Weindorf said 
Pro-Med, the company 
that the city has con-
tracted with to provide 
the service, gave the 
city two different bid 
totals prior to being 
awarded the contract. 

Weindorf said that Pro-Med bid 
approximately $20,000 per month 
to offer ambulance service to the 
City of Hamburg only, but offered a 
second bid with an approximately 

$3,000 per month difference to 
include areas outside of the city 
limits. 

Since the start of the contract, 
Hamburg has been pay-
ing the full contract 
amount including the 
additional $3,000 for 
the county service. 

“It’s something 
that’s really kind of 
hard for me to talk 
about because we 

worked so hard the city council, the 
citizens of Ashley County and 
Hamburg worked so hard to get this 
ambulance service and we are still 
having trouble finding support from 

the county and the cities that we 
serve,” Weindorf said. 

City Attorney Paul Keith said 
that data provided by ProMed Chief 
Executive Officer Ken Kelley 
showed that 48 percent of the ambu-
lance calls made during the last 
reporting period were in the county. 

 The resolution passed on Monday 
night by Hamburg’s council states 
that if the county and city cannot 
reach an agreement by July 1 that 
Pro-Med’s contract with Hamburg 
will be modified to only provide for 
emergency medical transport by 
Pro-Med within the city limits of 
Hamburg. 

Hamburg wants ambulance agreement
City wants Quorum 
to pay costs for 
coverage in county

See HAMBURG, Page 5

SAFETY

Crossett man 
dies following 
single vehicle 
wreck Friday

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A Crossett man died following a 
one vehicle crash Friday in Ashley 
County. 

Reports from the Arkansas State 
Police said that, Joe L. Grayson, 64, 
of Crossett, was traveling north on 
Highway 133 near Ashley County 
Road 4 in an Infinity SUV when the 
crash occurred.

Grayson’s SUV reportedly ran off 
of the right side of the road and he 
was ejected from the vehicle as it 
overturned. 

Emergency responders were dis-
patched to the scene at approximate-
ly 3:50 p.m. and Grayson was trans-
ported to Ashley County Medical 
Center.

He later died at the hospital as a 
result of injuries received during the 
crash. 

The report notes the road condi-
tions were dry and the weather was 
clear. 

No other information about the 
crash has been released at this time. 

As of April 21, 125 people have 
died in car crashes in the state of 
Arkansas.

This accident was number 115 out 
of 117 fatal vehicle accidents in the 
state since Jan. 1.  

Arkansas state policemen work the 
wreck that claimed the life of Joe Gray-
son of Crossett.
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STAFF REPORTS

The Arkansas State Highway 
Commission has recently approved 
bids for road work in Crossett.

The winning $769,782.53 bid from 
Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel will resur-
face 1.5 miles of 
the Highway 133 
truck route 
between Highway 
133 and U.S. 82 
in Crossett.

The construc-
tion will begin in 
one to three 
weeks, weather 
pending.

The commission also approved a bid 
for 10.6 miles of highway near Wilmot.

The work on U.S. 165, which will 
run north from Wilmot, will be done at 
a cost of $2,588,80.31.

Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel also won 
the contract for the U.S. 165 work.

The resurfacing project will begin in 
approximately one to three weeks, 
weather pending.

The construction for both projects is 
expected completed by mid-year.

State road work 

slated for inside 

Crossett city limits, 

outside Wilmot

INFRASTRUCTURE

Fields gets 12 
years prison  
for hindering 
murder case

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A Portland woman who was  
charged with abuse of corpse and 
hindering apprehension or pros-
ecution in connection with the 
murder of a Crossett man was 
found guilty and sentenced in 
Ashley County Circuit Court last 
week. 

Judge Sam Pope sentenced 
Lacie Fields, 23, to 144 months 
in the Arkansas Department of 
Corrections for the hindering 
prosecution charge and 72 
months  for abuse of 
corpse, which will 
run consecutively to 
the first charge. Pope 
suspended the abuse 
of a corpse sentence.

The warrant for 
Fields’ arrest was 
issued in June 2018. 
She was charged in 
connection with the murder of 
Crossett man, Jeremiah Bynum, 
who was killed in December 
2016. 

Dillon Melanson, 24, had 
pleaded guilty for Bynum’s mur-
der just weeks before Fields was 
arrested. 

According to the criminal 
information document filed in 
the Ashley County Courthouse, 
“on or about January 2017, with 
the purpose to hinder the appre-
hension, prosecution, conviction 
or punishment of Dillon 
Melanson for the offense of capi-
tal murder, Fields did purposely 
lie or attempt to provide errone-
ous information she knew to be 
false to a certified law enforce-
ment officer that would distract 
from the true course of the inves-
tigation.” 

JUSTICE SYSTEM

Fields

Walking under 
eggshells

Boys and Girls Club of Ashley County hosts Easter relay

Members of the Boys and Girls Club of Ashley 
County quickly learned that they had to walk 
gingerly if they were going to transport their 
egg on a spoon during the club’s egg hunt and 
relay games April 18.

NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

See FIELDS, Page 5

Higginbotham named to state board
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Gov. Asa Hutchinson has 
appointed Crossett Fire Chief Bo 
Higginbotham to serve on 
Arkansas’ Fire Protection Services 
Board. 

Higginbotham said he was noti-
fied that he had been appointed to 

the board March 15 and was sworn 
in on March 28. 

“It’s an honor to be appointed 
and I hope to serve it well,” 
Higginbotham said. 

Higginbotham has been fighting 
fires since 1997 and has been with 
the Crossett Fire Department since 
2003. In 2015, Higginbotham took 
over as the department’s chief, and 

shortly afterward was elected the 
vice president of the Arkansas 
State Firefighters Association. 
Two years ago he was elected as 
the president, a position he cur-
rently holds. Before becoming 
president of the ASFFA, 
Higginbotham was the president of 
the southeastern district and car-

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Ashley County County Cares is pre-
paring for its 11th annual Armadillo 5K 
Run-1 Mile Walk and has 
chosen a winner of its 
inaugural T-shirt design 
contest for the event 
shirts. 

Hamburg High School 
student Claire Swan’s art-
work will be featured on 
this year’s Ashley County 
Cares Armadillo 5K-1 
Mile Walk T-shirts.

Stacey Breshears, one 
of the race coordinators, said this is the 
first time in the history of the race that 
they have opened up the T-shirt design 

to the public. Breshears said the design 
is usually chosen by the members of 
ACC, but that this year they wanted to 
do something different and involve the 
community.

The race has been an 
annual event for the City 
of Hamburg since 2008 
when Breshears brought 
the idea to the Hamburg 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“I’ve always been a 
runner, and I’ve traveled 
to races and I thought a 
race would be a great 
way to fundraise for 
Ashley County Cares,” 

Breshears said. 
The race was originally hosted by the 

Hamburg Chamber of Commerce with 

the proceeds benefiting ACC, but even-
tually ACC took over the planning and 
coordinating as well. 

This year’s race is scheduled for May 
4 and the deadline to pre-register is April 
25. There will be late registration 
allowed on the day of the race, but 
t-shirts are not guaranteed. Prizes will be 
given to the winners and a canvas tote 
“goody” bag will be given to the first 
100 racers. 

ACC is a local breast cancer aware-
ness organization that was established in 
2005 and has raised more than $400,000 
in T-shirt sales alone over the past 14 
years. The group is actively recruiting 
new members to assist with its annual 
functions, which are put together entire-
ly by volunteers. 

Ashley County Cares prepares for annual 5K fundraiser

Hamburg High School student Claire 
Swan submitted the winning artwork for 
the Ashley County Cares T-shirt contest

See CHIEF, Page 5

JUST THE FACTS: 

Ashley County Cares is a 
breast cancer awareness 
organization that donates 
the funds it raises to the 
UAMS Winthrop P. Rock-
efeller Cancer Institute.

See AC CARES, Page 5
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