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to 11 on Nov. 4. The Hamburg unit 
also had a special COVID clinic that 
did not require an appoint-
ment on Nov. 6.

Ashley County Health 
Unit Administrator 
Tammy Cook said 
she had also deliv-
ered some doses 
of the vaccine to 
Dr. Kenneth 
Richard’s office at 
Ashley Pediatric 
Clinic, and that 
some local pharma-
cies were supposed to receive pediat-
ric formulations of the vaccine this 
week.

“We are offering (the vaccine), 
and that is the best way to prevent 

COVID,” Cook 
said. “You also 
need to practice 
covering your 
cough, keeping 
your distance 
and washing 
your hands.”

In addition to 
having the vac-
cine newly avail-
able to the 
younger cohort, 

Cook said the health units are also 
offering vaccine boosters to those 
who are 65 or older or who have 

certain underlying medical condi-
tions. 

Cook said that those who want 
them can also receive a flu shot at the 
same time as a COVID vaccine.

State officials reported that more 
than 2,200 children received the 
COVID vaccine in the first five days 
it was available. That number repre-
sents approximately 1 percent of the 
approximately 271,000 children who 
fall into that age group in the state. 
Just more than 95,000 pediatric doses 
were delivered to Arkansas after fed-
eral officials gave the go-ahead to 
distribute the child-sized Pfizer-
BioNTech dosages.

Pediatric COVID vaccines now available locally

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Now that federal health officials 
have given the go-ahead, pediatric 
formulations of the COVID-19 vac-
cine are available in Ashley County.

Both the Hamburg and Crossett 
locations of the Ashley County 
Health Unit started offering the pedi-
atric formulation for children ages 5 

Health unit, doctors, 

some pharmacies 

have children’s doses

CROSSETT

School board 
calls for election 

in light of 
redistricting

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The Crossett School District’s Board 
of Education voted Monday to call for a 
May election in light of redistricting 
because of population changes in the 
area.

Superintendent Gary Williams brought 
a proposed map for new school board 
zones to the board at its regular monthly 
meeting. 

Williams said that Zones 1, 2, 3, and 5 
had to be redrawn to accom-
modate population shifts 
following the 2020 census. 
Zone 4, which board mem-
ber Katie Jordan represents, 
did not have a significant 
enough change in popula-
tion to warrant redistricting.

In presenting the pro-
posed map to the board, 
Williams said some legal experts did not 
believe that District 4 would have to have 
a new election since it had not been 
redrawn, but that the board could call for 
all five districts to seek re-election if it 
wanted.

Secretary Eddie Goodson, who repre-
sents District 3, said that when the dis-
tricts were redrawn in 2010, Zone 2 did 
not have a change but the representative 
for that zone had to run again.

Jordan said she did not see a point in 
having her district vote again since it did 
not change.

“If we want to do the (election for) 
the four (districts) and something 
comes back and someone wants to con-
test it and I have to run again, I am fine 
with that, but I just don’t see the neces-
sity,” she said.

HAMBURG

School board 
recognizes PES 
for Blue Ribbon 

designation
BY AMANDA ELLIS

ASHLEY NEWS OBSERVER

The Hamburg School Board rec-
ognized nearly 20 teachers and fac-
ulty members at Portland Elementary 
School, which recently received a 
highly sought designation from the 
United States Department of 
Education. 

PES was recently named a 2021 
National Blue Ribbon School for 
Exemplary Achievement 
in Gap Closing. 

Hamburg School 
District Superintendent 
Tracy Streeter shared 
that one of the positives 
she discovered through 
discussions with other 
pricipals across the state 
was that the teachers and 
staff at her schools were already 
implementing measures that were 
being recommended as ways to 
improve to other schools. This means 
that her teachers and staff are not 
only on par with magnet and charter 
schools around the state, in some 
ways they surpass them as they have 
already been putting those good 
practices into use. 

And now the school district is 
looking for a few more men and 
women to put those practices in 
place — during the same meeting 
the board discussed the need for 
teachers.

BY AMANDA ELLIS

ASHLEY NEWS OBSERVER

The Ashley County Quorum Court voted Tuesday 
to make substantial donations to four county food 
pantries. 

The Quorum voted and adopted ordinance 2021-
28, which designates that $80,000 will be distributed 
to the food pantries located in Crossett, Hamburg, 
Portland, and Wilmot. 

Each of the organizations will receive $20,000 
from the American Rescue Plan Fund. After the meet-
ing, Judge Jim Hudson expressed his enthusiasm for 
the donation and his willingness to help those in his 
community.

During the meeting the Quorum had an at-times 
boisterous discussion about an ordinance that would 
allow for a $250 bonus for county employees who 

receive a COVID-19 vaccination. 
Justice Ronnie Wheeler said he 

would not participate in the adoption of 
the ordinance, because he does not want 
to “be responsible for people’s medical 
records being exposed.”

The incentive would be contingent 
upon county employees submitting a 
copy of their vaccination card as proof 
they received the injections. 

Justice Greg Sivils asked if a county 
employee’s bonus would be a part of 
public record. Justice Jeff Langley spoke 
up and said that while a county employ-
ee’s salary might be a part of the public 
record, he did not think that such things 
as bonuses given through out the year 
would be. 

The issue was tabled, as there was only seven jus-
tices for and four against. The Quorum’s attorney, 
David Harrod, said that, “you need 75 percent of the 
vote to suspend the rules, as it is a budget matter.” He 
went on to explain that it could be done in a series of 
meetings but that the Quorum was unable to proceed 
with the matter Nov. 9 because they did not reach the 
required 75 percent. 

In other news:
4The Quorum adopted the ordinance for the levee 

of ad valoreum taxes for real and personal property for 
the year 2022.
4The Quorum approved a resolution allowing a 

new local company to receive state and local tax cred-
its. An economic development official said the as-yet 
publicly unnamed company has recently been mod-
ernizing and renovating a local facility to make it 

Ordinance designates $80,000 for area food pantries

BY AMANDA ELLIS

ASHLEY NEWS OBSERVER

The temporary residents of the 
Hamburg City Pound are going to be 
getting some new digs soon.

The City of Hamburg is building 
a new pound facility at the city’s 
settlement pond. The new pound 
will give the animals housed there 
more room and will relocate them to 
an area where they will be less likely 
to bother residents with noise.

The move was prompted in part 
by the cave-in of the roof at the cur-
rent pound. 

Hamburg Mayor David Streeter 
unloaded lumber at the new pound 
site last week as he gave the tenta-
tive date for completion as Nov. 12. 

“They are currently making the 
doors for the enclosures, but we 
have all the other materials ready to 
go,” Streeter said. 

Streeter said the facility is posi-
tioned facing south to provide good 
shelter for the animals while also 
receiving the most optimal wind 
conditions to provide the dogs with 
fresh air, and that the dogs will 
enjoy being walked on the secluded 
40-acre parcel where the pound is 
being constructed. 

Streeter also said that electronic 
gate locks are being installed at the 
pound site soon to provide the han-
dlers with additional peace of mind 
knowing the animals are safe. 

The handlers in question are 
Roxy’s Rainbow Rescue, an animal 
rescue organization in Hamburg that 
Christi and her husband Steven 
Martin   operate with the help of 
Martin’s mother, Chrystal Flick; 
Martin’s sisters; their husbands; and 
several animal foster families in the 
area. Roxy was the name of the very 
first dog Martin rescued and she 
decided it would be a fitting name for 
her organization. 

Martin moved to Ashley County 
from California approximately three 
years ago. She was surprised to see 
the abundance of stray dogs roaming 
around which is a sight you just don’t 
see where she is from. Like many 
other states, California has strict laws 
regarding pets and their care. Animals 
are required to be licensed, have their 
rabies vaccinations, and anyone who 
abandons or mistreats their pets faces 

the necessary food, medicines, sup-
plies, etc. that the animals require, and 
with twenty-two animals currently in 
her care, those costs are substantial. 

Martin is always on call regarding 
the animals she rescues, but her day 
job prevents her from being able to 
immediately address any pick up 
requests during those hours. 

“I get calls during the day about 
strays, and unfortunately I can’t drop 
everything and go take care of the 
issue.” Martin said, “Lots of people 
that call think that this is my job, but 
the fact is, I’m doing this in addition to 
my regular day job.” 

This means that Martin is con-
stantly busy, caring for the sick, 
injured and healthy animals under her 
watch as well as performing all the 
normal everyday tasks of life. She 
said her motivation for the extensive 
effort she puts forth is that she loves 
animals. She also believes that if she 
has a problem with something, she 
should take action. 

“I can’t complain about an issue 
I’m not doing something about,” 
she said. 

stiff monetary and judicial penalties 
that can include incarceration. 

Martin said those laws are strictly 
enforced. 

“If you see a dog on the street 
there, you know someone is actively 
looking for it,” Martin said. “There 
isn’t the problem of homeless animals 

that we see here.”
Martin started rescuing dogs in the 

area and two years later incorporated 
her organization. 

Since then, the city of Hamburg 
has contracted with Martin to take 
care of the dogs at the city pound. The 
$500 per month contract is to cover 

Christi Martin  with Roxy’s Rainbow Rescue walks her dog and talks to a pet owner at the Hamburg Harvest Fest on 
Nov. 13. Below, Hamburg Mayor David Streeter unloads lumber at the site of the new Hamburg City Pound, which 
Roxy’s will operate as part of its contract with the city.

HELPING HANDS FOR HOUNDS: With new  
housing set for dogs, Roxy’s Rescue seeks volunteers
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