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A FUR-PRISE GUEST
Banquet raises $7K for pound; Toler surprised with service dog

Felicia Toler of Crosett meets the service dog that members of the community ral-
lied to help her purchase in recent months. She expected to receive the dog this 
week, but was surprised with it early when she spoke at the Volunteers of the 
Crossett Pound banquet Saturday.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Volunteers of the Crossett 
Pound  raised approximately $7,000 
during their first ever banquet fund-
raiser Saturday, where the attendees 
were visited by a surprise guest. 

The evening featured three speak-
ers to talk about the various rewards 
of being a pet owner and the tough 
job of rescue and fostering. 

Dog trainer Bob Edmundson 
spoke about the reason for training 
dogs and said that all dogs should 
have a purpose even if that purpose is 
simply being a companion. 

Edmundson shared stories about 
dogs he trained and talked about the 
different reasons to train dogs to do 
different things. 

Autumn Atwell of McGehee 
Claws and Paws spoke about the 
hardships of rescue, what people can 
do to be more responsible pet owners 
and black dog syndrome. 

“Animals are at our mercy, it’s up 
to us,” Atwell said. 

McGhee Claws and Paws partners 
with the same rescue service that the 
Volunteers of the Crossett Pound 
does, Mary ‘s Rescue, which is locat-
ed in New Hampshire. Atwell talked 
about the types of homes the dogs go 
to and how pet ownership is “differ-
ent” there. 

“They have laws, they have to 
register your pets, they have to spay 
and neuter,” Atwell said. 

Atwell went over several of the 
laws and policies that other out of 
state communities require of their pet 
owners and the benefits those same 
towns have because there are no 
strays. 

Atwell encouraged those in atten-
dance to help raise awareness to the 
issues that come with people letting 
their unneutered pets roam neighbor-
hoods and gave statics on how many 
offspring one dog can produce. 

“We end up with one hundred 
black dogs that no one wants,” Atwell 

said. 
Atwell said that she has been 

working in shelters a very long time 
and has observed as people pass up 
the black dogs. 

“It really is a syndrome,” Atwell 
said. 

Atwell said that they are very 
thankful for Mary’s Rescue offering 
an outlet to be able to send so many 
dogs to live in homes where they are 
well taken care of and adopted by 
people who have invested time and 
money to gain a forever pet.

“Their adoption process is not easy 

and it’s not cheap,” Atwell said. 
However, she pointed out that if 

communities in southeast Arkansas 
don’t do something to control the dog 
population, eventually supply will 
exceed demand even in rescues like 
Mary’s. 

Jeanie Hipp with VCP seconded 
that the group can’t find homes for 
dogs fast enough here in Crossett, 
that the pound is always overflowing 
and it seems as when they get a hand-
ful transported to Mary’s Rescue, 
double the number of new dogs are 
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Ashley County Go Red For Women 
hosted its annual gala Thursday night. 

February is American Heart Month, 
and Go Red for Women is the 
American Heart Association’s nation-
al movement to end heart disease and 
stroke in women and raise awareness 
about the risks. 

Each year at the annual gala, 
Ashley County Go Red shares with 
women about how to recognize a 
heart attack or heart disease, and those 
who have had previous experiences 
with cardiac episodes share their 
story. 

This year’s keynote speaker was 
Family Nurse Practitioner Cheryl 
Rabalais with Ashley Health Services. 
Charles Noble, Judy Wilkerson and 

Iris Phifer was awarded the Go Red 
Merry Heart award for positive work 
she does in the community.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

John Martin each shared their survi-
vor stories. 

The special enteratainment for the 
gala was provided by violinist Samuel 
Ross Garcia, who is the 13-year old 
son of Dr. and Mrs. Robert Garcia of 
Crossett. Garcia was accompanied by 

Dr. Richard Seiler of Brevard, North 
Carolina. Seiler is a Professor, 
Keyboard Area Coordinator, and a 
previous holder of the Emy-Lou 
Biedenharn Endowed Professorship 
in Music in the Department of Music 
in the School of Visual and Performing 
Arts at the University of Louisiana at 
Monroe where he teaches piano, 
piano literature, and music theory. 

The night concluded with the 
announcement of the Merry Heart 
award, which was given to Iris Phifer 
for “all of the positive work she does 
in the community.” 

The Go Red committee of 
Pollyanna Burt-Andrus, Shawan 
Hawkins, Ramona Hill, Linda 
McDougald, Loretta Stell, Carolyn 
Watt, Angela Willhite, Kay Wood, 
Edra Young, Karen Brown and Amy 
Bantly coordinated the night. 

Go Red for Women hosts annual banquet

Marty Phillips of Crossett was honored for his contributions to Gospel music with 
a proclamation from the City of Crossett and a letter from Gov. Asa Hutchinson.

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The governor of Arkansas and 
Crossett’s mayor recognized a local 
resident last week for his contributions 
to the Gospel music industry.

Mayor Scott McCormick proclaimed 
Feb. 23 as Marty Phillips Day and 
signed an official proclamation on 
Saturday in honor of Phillip’s 68th 
birthday.

McCormick recognized all of 
Phillips’ accomplishments in the 
Gospel music industry, including his 
many song recordings that have won 
awards nationwide.

The proclamation says Phillips 
inherited the Jefress Music Company 
in 1990 and renamed it the Jeffress/
Phillips Music Company. Since taking 
leadership of the company, he has seen 
it become one of the premier publishers 

of Southern Gospel Music in the United 
States. 

Phillips is a member of the Ashley 
County Music Hall of Fame and has 
been recognized by Arkansas Arts as 
the Folk Artisan of the Year and by the 
state of North Carolina as songwriter of 
the year.

Phillips’ music has been performed 
and recorded by prominent names in 
the gospel music industry such as the 
Gaither Family and his song “What a 
Meeting in the Air” has been recorded 
by dozens of Christian artists nation-
wide and in Europe. 

In addition to being honored with a 
local holiday in his honor, Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson also recognized Phillips 
for his accomplishments. 

“As a person of faith, I appreciate 
his commitment to sharing the Gospel 
through his work,” Hutchinson said. 

NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

Phillips honored for contributions to Gospel music
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A Wilmot resident was killed in 
a vehicle collision near the Desha 
County and Drew County lines 
Friday.

Arkansas State Police reports 
said that Donald Douglas 
Mannings, 55, of Wilmot, died as 
the result of injuries received in a 
two-vehicle wreck at approximate-
ly 1:54 p.m. Feb. 22.

Manning was driving a 1994 
Lincoln traveling south on 
Highway 65 near Tillar with one 
passenger, Betty Jean Mooney of 
of Montrose.  Manning’s vehicle 
hydroplaned, causing it to skid 
into the northbound traffic lane. A 
2005 GMC driven by Jeffery Allen 
Lambert 39, of Dumas, which was 
traveling north, struck the Lincoln 
on the driver’s side. 

The report states that the road 
conditions were wet and that it 
was raining at the time of the acci-
dent. 

Mooney and Lambert were both 
transported to the hospital with 
injuries, but specific details about 
their injuries were not released. 

No other information was avail-
able at press time. 

Wilmot man 
dies in wreck 
on wet roads 

on U.S. 65
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BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A Freightliner jackknifed after 
attempting to cross a highway where 
water was flowing over the road 
Friday afternoon. 

Reports at the Ashley County 
Sheriff Department said Dvonte J. 
Tyler of Huttig was traveling west-
bound in a 2004 Freightliner on State 
Highway 8 approaching Ashley 329 
when the accident occurred. 

Emergency responders were dis-
patched to the scene at around 2:33 
pm on Feb. 22. 

“The vehicle drove through a low 
area in the highway where water was 
flowing over the road and then 
hydroplaned and went into the south 
ditch where it jackknifed,” the report 
said. 

No passengers or other vehicles 
were involved in the incident. 

No citations were issued in the 
incident. 

Freightliner 
jackknifes 

as it crosses 
flowing water
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First responders inspect the scene 
where an 18-wheeler left the roadway 
after hydroplaning on Arkansas 8 Friday.  
No injuries resulted from the wreck.
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The Crossett City Council decided 
to put its proposed leaf ordinance on 
hold Monday after negative feedback 
from the public and a possible billing 
issue dominated conversation about the 
issue. 

The council hosted a public meeting 
to get the public’s input on a the 
restructuring of the city’s trash, leaf, 
limb and junk pick up services earlier 
this month. 

Councilwoman Lynn Rodgers and 
Public Works Director Jeff Harrison 
went over what the current issues with 
the program are as well as their ideas 
for restructuring during  
that meeting, and audi-
ence members at that time 
indicated they would rath-
er pay for leaf pickup than 
lose the service.

When Rodgers pre-
sented a proposal to the 
council that said that leaf 
pickup would only hap-
pen during certain months of the year 
and be by request only Monday night, 
she said residents could contact the 
Street and Sanitation department any 
time they needed their leaves picked up 
and the department would pick up 
bagged leaves only for a 
fee of $50 per load. Limbs 
would be picked up and 
chipped by the city under 
the same rules. Junk 
would only be picked up 
on Wednesday and also 
cost the resident $50. 

The proposal also 
included that city would 
purchase the “one armed bandit” trash 
system as discussed in the public meet-
ing and the residents would have three 
months pay $75 installments for the 
cans needed. 

The proposal likewise prohibited 
residents from burning leaves, trash or 
limbs in their yard. 

Councilman Cary Carter said that he 
disagreed with the $50 amount, saying 
that it was unreasonable. Carter said 
Crossett is a rural area and several 
people in the town live on fixed 
incomes or make very little wages and 
he was concerned about it being afford-
able.

Carter said he would think the 
amount should be closer to $15 per 
pickup.

“That’s unreasonable, Mr. Carter,” 
Rodgers said. 

Carter said that he could load his-
leaves up and take them to the dump 
for around ten dollars including tipping 
fees. 

Council delays 
leaf decision 
after hearing 
from public

SERVICES

Rodgers

Carter

See LEAVES, Page 5


