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Taxation Committee and City, 
County and Local 
Affairs Committee for 
his inaugural session.

“I am not going in 
with a preset agenda,” 
Beaty said. “I think rev-
enue and taxation is 
going to be fairly active 
this session, and I think 
there will be quite a bit 
of legislation coming 
through that commit-
tee.”

The representative-
elect said the committee 
will likely focus on 
lower taxes and trans-
parency. Gilmore said 
he is also interested in what the state 
may do in terms of tax reform.

“We have got to be very aggres-
sive to be competitive with other 
states,” Gilmore said. 

Beaty said the revenue committee 
will also play a role in the legislature’s 
decisions as the state’s financial situa-
tion clarifies as Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act money runs out and 
Assemblymen can calculate the state’s 
true revenue.

“Once (the 2020 fiscal year) is com-
plete, we will have the actual numbers 
of the CARES Act money that poured 
into the state. In budgeting, you always 
try to take the extraordinary items out, 
so we’ll want to take those out and see 
how the state fared,” he said.

Area legislators to focus on taxes, health care

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The Arkansas General Assembly 
will convene Jan. 11, and when it 
opens two new legislators from 
Ashley County will be seated in their 
respective chambers.

Voters chose District 26 Senator-
elect Ben Gilmore and District 9 
Representative-elect Howard Beaty, 
both Republicans of Crossett, in the 
November general election. Both are 
serving in the Assembly for the first 
time.

Beaty, a banker by profession, has 
been assigned to the Revenue and 

Beaty, Gilmore set to 
start time in General 
Assembly Jan. 11

RECOGNITION

Former Crossett 
forester to be 

honored in state 
Ag Hall of Fame

STAFF REPORTS

A man who dedicated more than 
three decades of his life to develop-
ing forestry in the areas around 
Crossett will join six others in being 
inducted into the Arkansas 
Agriculture Hall of Fame.

Russell Roy Reynolds, the for-
mer director of the U.S. Forestry 
Service’s Crossett Experimental 
Forest for 34 years, is joining Rick 
Cartwright of Fayetteville, Joe Don 
Greenwood of Hermitage; Randy 
Vetch of Manila; Mark Waldrop of 
Moro; and Andrew Wargo III of 
Watson in induction into the Hall of 
Fame. Reynolds is being inducted 
posthumously. Reynolds died in 
1986 at the age of 80.

“Arkansas agriculture is one of 
the great success stories of our 
state, and that is sometimes over-
looked in today’s society,” said 
Butch Calhoun of Des Arc, chair-
man of the Arkansas Agriculture 
Hall of Fame. 

“This class reflects a remarkable 
line of success that connects every-
one selected for the Arkansas 
Agriculture Hall of Fame.”

In the news release announcing 
Reynolds’ planned induction, a Hall 
of Fame spokesman said his contri-
butions to modern, sustainable for-
est management “are almost too 
numerous to adequately capture in a 
brief description.”

“lf not for visionary men like 
See FOREST, Page 2

DANIEL SCHWEN/CC BY-SA 4.0

The 2021 regular session of the Arkansas General Assembly will begin Jan. 11

Beaty

Gilmore
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IMPROVEMENT

Grant application 
period open for 
local business 
improvement

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Applications for this year’s round 
of Revamp Crossett grants have been 
sent out and local businesses may 
now apply.

The Revamp Crossett Grants are 
awarded by the Crossett Economic 
Development Foundation and are 50 
percent matching grants to assist 
businesses 
in Crossett 
with costs 
associated 
with reno-
vating their 
commercial or retail property. 
CEDF will match half of a business 
tenant or a building owner’s invest-
ment with a maximum grant of up 
to $2,500. 

“It’s a great opportunity for 
Crossett businesses and a great pro-
gram for Crossett,” said Crossett 
Mayor Crystal Marshall.

In order to be eligible to receive 
the funds, the business has to be 
active and located within the city lim-
its of Crossett. Public entities are not 
eligible. 

The matching grant is only for 
exterior renovation projects that 
would change or upgrade the curb 
appeal of the business. 

The application packet states that 
projects that qualify include: 
4Removal of deterioration;
4Exterior cleaning; re-painting;
4Repair or replacement of exteri-

or doors or windows;
See GRANT, Page 3

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

When it comes to COVID-19, 
Arkansans are sick of it.

And that’s why pharmacists are 
excited about this week as vaccine 
rollouts continue, said Arkansas 
Pharmacist Association Chief 
Executive Officer John Vincent.

“I have family members and 
friends who have been affected by 
this, and we are ready to fight back,” 
Vincent said.

Pharmacies in 73 of the state’s 75 coun-
ties — including Ashley County — have 
received doses of at least one of the vaccines 
against the at-times deadly coronavirus that 
emerged in 2019, and more than 46,000 vac-
cines are to be administered this week, Vincent 
said.

The pharmacy industry spokesman delivered 
the news shortly after Gov. Asa Hutchinson 
outlined goals to have 180,000 Arkansans vac-
cinated by the end of January and 400,000 vac-
cinated within 60 days.

The governor said the state is following the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
guidelines on prioritizing who receives a vac-
cine and when they receive it, but has made 
some changes. The first change was that first 
responders are included in priority category 
1A, the first phase of people eligible to receive 
the vaccines.

The second change, and the one that would 
affect many more people, was lowering from 
age 75 to age 70 people who are in phase 1B.

“That is the population that is at risk in 
Arkansas, that was the consensus from our 
health advisors and our team,” Hutchinson 
said. “That is the age group that comprises the 
most deaths from COVID, so we want them in 
1B.”

Others included in 1B — the phase that 
should start in February —are frontline essen-
tial workers such as teachers and school staff; 
food and agriculture workers; first responders 
not in 1A; manufacturing workers; grocery 

store workers; public transit workers; child 
care workers; U.S. Postal Service workers; and 
essential government workers.

“For 1A, hospitals and pharmacies are set-
ting up clinics and systems of vaccinations,” 
Hutchinson said. “For 1B, which we hope to 
begin Feb. 1, we will continue to use pharma-
cies and hospitals as they complete their health 
care worker assignment. We will also utilize 
our local health units that will be having teams 
to vaccinate as well.”

The full plan will be presented on the state 
health department’s Website by Jan. 15, he 
said.

A third phase of rollout, phase 1C, is esti-

mated for April. It includes people who are 
ages 65 to 69; people who are 16 to 64 with 
high risk medical conditions; and certain other 
essential workers.

State Health Secretary Jose Romero stressed 
Tuesday that the vaccine is effective.

“This vaccine has been shown to be safe in 
all three phases of development, in its licen-
sure and in its post-licensure,” he said.

Even as state officials rolled out plans to 
vaccinate the population, however, they warned 
that infection numbers are skyrocketing. 
Tuesday saw more than 4,000 newly confirmed 
cases reported, a record for a single day.

READY TO

FIGHT

Officials outline vaccine 
rollout timelines, priorities, 
but urge continued caution

See FIGHT, Page 3

STAFF REPORTS

Both of Arkansas’ Republican 
senators released statements say-
ing they intend to stand with the 
results of the Electoral College.

The congressional count of the 
Electoral College votes for the 
2020 Presidential election is set 
for Jan. 6, and while it would nor-
mally be a formality, several 
Republican senators and 
Congressmen have said they plan 
to object to ratifying the count of 
306 votes in favor of former Vice 
President Joe Biden over President 
Donald Trump’s 232.

Some of the president’s support-
ers — and the President himself 
— have called into question the 
results of the election, saying vot-
ing methods in 2020 were too 
irregular to be reliable. While the 
allegations were made, the Trump 
campaign lost nearly 40 lawsuits, 
several state recounts and a 

Supreme Court challenge trying to 
overturn election results at the 
state level.

Sen. John Boozman said he 
understood voters’ 
concerns.

“Many Americans 
are concerned about 
the integrity of the 
election. I too share 
the belief that allega-
tions of irregularities 
and fraud need to be 
investigated –– espe-
cially at a time when 
trust in our institutions 
is near an all-time low. 
We need to make sure 
that every legal vote 
cast is counted and we 
must have the ability 
to verify the ballots,” 
he said. 

However, the Senator also 
acknowledged the campaign’s 
failed bids in the courts.

“Not one of the lawsuits filed 
found evidence of widespread 
fraud or irregularities that would 
have changed the outcome of the 
election. Similarly, not a single 
state’s outcome changed as a result 
of requested recounts. Objecting 
to certified electoral votes submit-
ted by the states will have no 
impact on the result of the election 
either,” he said.

Boozman outlined a 
Constitutional rationale for his 
decision not to challenge the 
results along with some of his 
Republican colleagues.

“Congress has a role in examin-
ing the concerns that have arisen 
and should support states’ efforts 
to address the security of our elec-
tions. The Senate will continue to 
focus attention on this issue mov-
ing forward, and I am very sup-
portive of efforts to establish a 
commission to probe the 2020 
presidential election and ensure 

that all Americans have faith in 
future elections.

“However, under the 
Constitution, Congress does not 
have the legal authority to change 
the outcome of the presidential 
election. These principles are 
enshrined in the Constitution to 
ensure the American people, not 
the party in control of Congress, 
have the power to choose their 
president.

“Conservatives have long 
opposed federalizing our elections 
and the Constitution is clear that 
the authority to conduct them is 
granted to the states. We are 
blessed that Arkansas has consis-
tently carried out elections in a 
fair, efficient and transparent man-
ner. In our system, states select 
their electors, disputes are handled 
by the courts and Congress’s only 
role in the process is counting the 
lawfully certified results.

Boozman, Cotton won’t oppose Electoral College count

Boozman

Cotton
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