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INDUSTRY

Trailer
manufacturer
to
locate
in
Crossett
GP to restart Cynergy Cargo has

Machine No. 5
to meet tissue
market demand
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Georgia
Pacific-Crossett
announced Thursday that it will be
restarting Tissue Machine No. 5 in
Crossett and will recall some former employees.
The machine was previously
mothballed as part of the permanent
closures at the
mill in 2019.
GP Crossett
Spokeswoman
Jennifer
King
said the machine’s restart was necessary to meet customer demand for
tissue products and to refill the
company’s warehouses.
Approximately
10
former
employees will be needed as part of
the restart operation.
“This will allow us to increase
our daily production of bath tissue,”
King said.
“We are forming a restart team
that will be responsible for verifying this currently mothballed equipment and identifying all the steps
needed to be taken to bring the
machine back online. The timing of
the restart will be determined by
these actions, but this isn’t something that will happen immediately.
It will likely be this summer before
the machine is restarted.”
See TISSUE, Page 3

HAMBURG

Council discusses
possible rate
increase for water,
garbage service
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Hamburg could see a garbage or
water service rate increase in the coming months.
Mayor Dane Weindorf told the
council Monday that he was considering asking the council to raise the
garbage rates as the sanitation department is already projected to go well
over budget.
The street and sanitation budget
was originally set at
approximately $140,000
and is currently projected
to cost up to approximately $160,000. Some
of the increase is partly
attributable to recent pay
raises.
Weindorf said it is Weindorf
important to make sure
city workers are paid at a salary level
that insured the town wouldn’t lose
them. Weindorf also pointed out that
the city would have to purchase a new
garbage truck soon as well.
Councilwoman Deanne Murphy
said that the garbage truck could come
out of the capital improvement budget
and asked that other options be looked
at before raising rates.
“With everything else people are
going through right now, I don’t want
to make it any harder,” Murphy said.
The council also discussed the possibility of a water increase with the
upcoming water project and some of
the council members expressed concern about raising both rates at this
time even though the combined total
would only be approximately $3 per
month per customer.
See RATES, Page 3

built more than 30K
trailers since 2012
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

A cargo trailer manufacturing
company announced Thursday
that it will build a new facility in
Crossett and hire 70 workers in
the next 24 months.
Cynergy Cargo started operations in 2012 and is located in
Douglas, Ga., and has manufac-

tured more than 30,000 trailers
since its inception. The Crossett
expansion will be Cynergy’s third
line and will
more than double the company’s
current
workforce of
60.
“Cynergy Cargo is a great fit for
Arkansas,” said State Secretary of
Commerce Mike Preston. “We
embrace small businesses, and we
believe that Cynergy has the business tools and entrepreneurial
spirit needed to grow and succeed.
We couldn’t be happier that they
chose to invest in the workforce

and community in Crossett.”
The new Cynergy facility will
be located in the Crossett Industrial
Park, and the
jobs available
will include carpenters, welders
and electricians,
among others.
The Crossett location will allow
Cynergy to be closer to its customer base. Crossett Economic
Development Executive Director
Mike Smith said the company
chose the industrial park because
of its location and proximity to
rail, which will ensure they can
reach customers at a low cost.

Cynergy
owner
Vigler
Mazariegos said the support
received from state and local leaders was part of the reason he chose
Crossett.
“Through every step of the process, we have received outstanding support from Crossett
Economic
Development
Commission as well as the
Arkansas Economic Development
Commission,” Mazariegos said.
“In the spirit of progress, these
leaders have expressed immense
interest to create more employment opportunities for citizens.”
Cynergy will use a temporary
See CYNERGY, Page 3

SPORTS

OWN YOUR COMMUNITY:
Crossett Parks and Recreation seeks project volunteers

Crossett hires
Georgia coach
as new Eagle
athletic director
Shawn Jackson will
fill office vacated
by Sonny Nason
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett Parks and Recreation
Department is asking residents to join with
them on projects such as the new community
garden and the Revitalize Main Street and
Beyond project.
Assistant Parks and Recreation Director
Sarah Hollimon said she has had a very good
response, but is always in need of volunteers.
The Revitalize Main Street and Beyond
project is something that will be on ongoing
for some time. Currently project participants
are painting planters and making
plans for a large mural at the
Main Mall, but there are other
projects being discussed.
Hollimon said the project got
started when she discussed the
state of the town with other residents.
Hollimon
“It started with Dianna
Martinie and I discussing ways to
better the view from her office window—
which is Centennial Park,” Hollimon said.
“Then it just blossomed into people from the
community coming forward to point me
toward things they had noticed that needed
attention.”
Recently Hollimon worked with Martinie
and Steve’s Body and Frame to paint trash

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

Landry Putman paints one of the flower planters
that line Main Street in Crossett as part of the Revitalize Main Street and Beyond project.

cans to put along the street to help discourage
littering.
Hollimon said that painting the trash cans
and planters that are located up and down the
street and on some of the neighboring blocks
was what really got the project started.
Hollimon and volunteers are working regularly to get the planters repainted and Hollimon
said that anyone who is able can contact her to
volunteer.
Hollimon said participants are also working
to clear the overgrown clump of vines and litter at the corner of Main and Highway 82 and
they are picking up trash several times a week
in an attempt to combat the out-of-control litter.
The mural at the corner of Main Street and
the Highway will go up this week on the side
of the Crossett Mercantile building, which was
formerly the Main Mall. See OWN, Page 3

The Crossett Eagles will fly under a
new coach this season.
The Crossett School District approved
the hiring of Shawn Jackson of Camden
County, Ga., as the new football coach
and athletic director last week.
Jackson’s hiring for the 2020-2021
school year was done at the recommendation of Superintendent Gary Williams.
Former Coach Sonny Nason
announced his resignation earlier this
year after he was hired as a
coach in Louisiana.
Jackson is originally
from Missouri, but said he
considers himself an
Arkansan as he is a 2004
graduate of Arkansas State
Jackson
University.
Jackson has been coaching since 2001, when he started as an
offensive coordinator in Hayti, Mo., and
has multiple awards and winning seasons to show for the last 20 years.
After Hayti, Jackson went to
Caruthersville, Mo. where he was an
offensive coordinator and even coached
a season in Arkansas before returning to
Hayti, as head coach in 2005.
During his time as Hayti’s coach,
the school won the conference and he
was named Southeast Missouri coach
of the year. Since that time Jackson
has worked at the University of
Missouri, Linderwood University in
St. Louis, Mo. and high schools in
See COACH, Page 3

Mayor: I want to make a ball season happen this year
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Hamburg Mayor Dane Weindorf
said having a baseball and softball
season is important for the City of
Hamburg and he wants to make it
happen.
The Hamburg City Council met
Monday night in an outdoor meeting at Norman Park to discuss the
current restrictions caused by
COVID-19 and what precautions
the city may have to take when
reopening certain areas.
The mayor said that until
Hamburg is able to have a ball
league for the local children he
isn’t allowing the travel ball teams
to use the complex area because
he didn’t see that it was fair.
“I think that it is important that

we have a ball season this year ing the separation guidelines as
even if it’s in July or August,” there are several people not pracWeindorf said. “It
ticing social distancwill bring our city
ing when using the
JUST THE FACTS: areas of the park that
back together.”
Weindorf said that
are open.
he was awaiting Hamburg Mayor Dane
Weindorf said he
instruction from the Weindorf said some of the felt like enforcing the
governor
about state’s early provisions guidelines was putreopening the park for reopening parks post- ting a lot of pressure
areas and that he COVID-19 may be cost on the Hamburg
expects those instruc- prohibitive for the city.
police.
tions will include
The mayor said he
some things that may
anticipates that when
not be feasible for the City of the playground and pavilion areas
Hamburg.
are opened again that there will be
“I hate to be like some people guidelines that Hamburg may not
and tell you what’s going to hap- be able to afford.
pen because I don’t have any
“It’s going to be tough when
idea,” Weindorf said.
they say we can reopen, but they
The mayor said that the police want us to sanitize two and three
are already having issues enforc- times a day,” Weindorf said. “It’s

going to be a problem.”
The council and Weindorf discussed different ideas of sanitizing and the expense of not only
the sanitizing chemicals but the
manpower it would take to do it.
Councilman Mike Sanderlin
said that if the state required more
than what was feasible for the
city, it might be a good idea to
just rope off the areas.
Weindorf said that he would
discuss it with the council once
the official guidelines or stipulations for reopening were sent to
determine if Hamburg could
afford to reopen.
He also told the council that he
felt that since the construction
work at the park — which was
started in 2019 and funded by a
See PARKS, Page 3

