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Two unsuccessful attempts to get the 
superintendent’s recommendation 
approved means that who will lead the 
Hamburg School District’s athletic pro-
gram next year is still in question.

In both instances, football coach 
Cecil Ray Cossey was the nominee in 
question.

The first attempt to get the board’s 
approval was during the school board’s 
end-of-year personnel meeting on May 
25. After Superintendent Tracy Streeter 
recommended Cossey, when President 
Jim Wells asked for a motion to approve 
Streeter’s nomination, he received a 
motion but no board member seconded 
it, which meant the motion died on the 
table.

The second attempt, which hap-

pened at a special-called meeting later 
in the week, came again with a simple 
nomination from Streeter, 
“I recommend Cecil Ray 
Cossey as athletic direc-
tor for the 21-22 school 
year.

In that instance, after 
the motion was offered 
Wells himself gave the 
second to take the matter 
to a vote. Wells, James 
Hartshorn and Shawn 
Carpenter voted for the 
motion, while Maggie 
Ware, Suzanne Singleton 
and Debbie Jackson 
voted against it. Shawn 
Hickman had recused 
herself from voting, citing a family 
connection with Cossey.

Under Roberts’ Rules of Order, 

which the board uses to conduct its 
meetings, a tie vote automatically 
fails.

During that meeting, 
however, just what is 
allowed under Roberts’ 
Rules became its own 
source of contention. The 
board members did not 
discuss Cossey or his 
record publicly — 
instead retiring to execu-
tive session to do so, as is 
allowed when discussing 
personnel — but instead 
discussed procedural 
matters in an at-times 
heated manner.

After the second vote, 
Jackson said that if the board is operat-
ing using Roberts’ Rules, then Wells 
should not have been allowed to offer 

a second while presiding over the 
meeting.

Wells countered by saying that the 
board always used Roberts’ Rules, but 
in the case of the President the board 
has a policy, No. 1.3, that allows the 
presiding officer to do so.

“Rule No. 1.3 in our handbook 
states that I have the same rights as a 
board member to make a motion, to 
second a motion and I have a vote just 
like y’all do,” Wells said. “It says the 
president or presiding officer is a mem-
ber just like you guys. If I don’t even 
answer, it is a ‘no’ (vote).”

Jackson contended that if Wells was 
going to second a motion he should 
have stepped aside and let someone 
else lead the meeting. When Wells said 
the matter would have gone to a vote at 
the first meeting if he had known he 
had the ability to help bring a matter to 

a vote, Ware responded with increduli-
ty, “You called a second meeting 
tonight just so you could second it?”

After a few more moments discus-
sion, Ware held the ground that 
Jackson had staked out, saying, “With 
all due respect, you can’t second and 
sit in the chair; you would have to 
relinquish the gavel,” before noting, 
however, that since the vote had failed 
anyway, “It don’t make no difference, 
let’s let it drop dead.”

Wells answered by saying, “We can 
get a policy book and look it up.”

Jackson stepped back into the con-
versation, saying that she did not have 
all night and that the board was going 
into executive session. The discussion 
stopped there as the board left the pub-
lic part of the meeting to enter into the 
session.

Move to hire Cossey as HSD athletic director splits board
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After second vote, discussion bogs down into questions of procedure and meeting decorum

SEWER UPGRADE

City of Crossett 
approved for 

$939K loan to 
advance project
Funds can be repaid 

using voter-approved 

bond once work starts

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The City of Crossett has been 
approved for nearly $1 million in short-
term financing for the East Crossett 
Sewer Project.

The Arkansas Department of 
Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Division approved the loan of $939,365 
for the planning, design 
and acquisition of ease-
ments in connection with 
the project.

Mayor Crystal Marshall 
said that the funds could 
be repaid with the up-to $7 
million revenue bond vot-
ers approved in May 2020.

“Because this is a reve-
nue bond, we will have to hold a public 
hearing,” Marshall said. “I am waiting 
for legal counsel in Little Rock to give 
us the go ahead.”

Bill Spivey of law firm Wright, 
Lindsey and Jennings is working as 
the city’s bond attorney for the project. 
Marshall said once the appropriate 
wording has been cleared for the ordi-
nance the city will have to adopt to 
receive the funds, the city council will 
host a public hearing.

HIGHWAYS

Single-vehicle 
wreck claims 

woman’s life on 
U.S. 82 eastbound

STAFF REPORTS

An Ashley County native died 
last week in an apparent single-
vehicle crash in Union County.

The Arkansas State Police’s pre-
liminary crash report said that 
Deeanna Moon, 52, formerly of 
Crossett and most recently of 
Strong, died in a crash 
on U.S. 82 after the 
2013 Toyota Tacoma 
she was driving east-
bound left the roadway 
and traveled approxi-
mately 200 feet before 
striking a pine tree.

The state police 
report records that 
troopers responded to the crash site 
at 2:50 p.m. May 30, but Moon had 
been missing for some time before 
that.

When she was reported missing, 
her last known interactions with 
those who knew her were on 
Wednesday, May 26. She had spo-
ken with family members the day 
before.

The Union County Sheriff’s 
Office, the El Dorado Police 
Department and Life Flight 
Helicopter were involved in the  
search for Moon before she was 
discovered.

Moon taught English at El Dorado 
High School, and following the 
news of her death the district 
released a statement acknowledging 
her passing.

“El Dorado Schools is deeply 
saddened by the passing of El 
Dorado High School teacher 
Deeanna Moon. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with her family, friends, 
co-workers, and students at this 
time. We send our sincere condo-
lences to her family.”

STAFF REPORTS

Early voting to choose the next 
mayor of Hamburg has begun and 
will continue into next week.

Election Day voting will be from 
7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
June 8.

Until then, early voting for the 
special mayoral election will be 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Clerk of 
Court’s office in the Ashley County 
Courthouse this week through June 
4. The final day to early vote will 
be next Monday, June 7.

Keith Long and David Streeter 
have been campaigning for the 

office. The Hamburg City Council called 
the special election after Mayor Dane 
Weindorf died earlier this year. 
Since then, City Clerk Peggy 
Akers has been serving as act-
ing mayor.

The candidate who claims 
the most votes will hold the 
office through Dec. 31, 2022, 
but could serve longer at the 
will of the voters because they 
will be eligible for re-election.

A third candidate, Glen 
Lawson, had qualified for the race, 
but later withdrew, citing personal 
reasons.

Long’s professional background is in the 

manufacturing industry. He worked for both 
Georgia Pacific and Alrez before 

beginning his current role as an 
advanced manufacturing instruc-

tor at The University of 
A r k a n s a s - M o n t i c e l l o ’ s 
College of Technology-
Crossest (UAM-CTC).

Streeter has spent the 
majority of his professional 

career in education, with 10 
years spent at Hamburg High 

School as a teacher and 16 addi-
tional years in educational leader-

ship positions. 
He is currently the Director of Student 

Services and Affairs at UAM-CTC.

Hamburg early voting under way, election on Tuesday
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Crossett PRCA Rodeo
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Members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9360 and American Legion Post 
111 of Crossett escorted County Judge Jim Hudson as he laid a wreath at the 
Ashley County memorial for fallen veterans at the Ashley County Courthouse 
on Memorial Day. Members of local Girl Scout Troops led the Pledge of Al-
legiance, and Post 111 member John Nowlin played “Taps” on the bugle. The 
service concluded with a prayer from the Rev. Ty Danielson of First Baptist 
Church in Hamburg. VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

SALUTING 
THE FALLEN

Memorial Day wreath 

ceremony honors war 

dead from Ashley County

Marshall

Rodeo parade 
to roll at 4 p.m. 

Wednesday, show 
starts at 7:30 p.m.

STAFF REPORTS

The Crossett Riding Club’s 73rd annu-
al PRCA Rodeo is set for June 2 to 5.

The annual parade will begin at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 2.

After that, spectators can go to Cap 
Gates Arena on Jim Shoulders Road to 
see the chutes open for bucking horses, 
bull riders and barrel racers at 7:30 p.m. 
nightly. More than 400 competitors are 
set to ride in the four-day event.

Slack Thursday will be at 8 a.m. for 
timed events only.

For more about the rodeo’s stock and 
athletic competitors, as well as specialty 
acts, see pp. 6B to 9B. 

PRCA EVENT

See LOAN, Page 3A
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