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PANDEMIC

COVID cases in 
Ashley County 

decline over 
previous month

Officials still urge 
caution, use of safety 
measures in public

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The rate of active COVID-19 
infections has fallen significantly in 
Ashley County in the last month.

At the end of July, the county had 
a surge in infections, and on July 27 
had 57 active cases. The current 
rate of active infections as of 
Tuesday is 19.

Overall, Ashley County has 
recorded 388 cases of COVID since 
the pandemic began. Of the coun-
ty’s known cases, 362 are now con-
sidered recovered, and seven have 
died. The county has also generated 
4,043 negative tests, meaning 
approximately 22 percent of the 
county’s population has been tested 
for the at-times fatal illness at some 
point.

The decline in infections roughly 
coincides with the timeline for when 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson’s executive 
order requiring masks or other face 
coverings for many types of public 
interactions went into effect. The 
governor has noted the correlation in 
his daily press conferences in recent 
weeks, and  Arkansas Secretary of 
Health Jose Romero has urged con-
tinued mask wearing and other social 
distancing practices.

See COVID, Page 3

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Crossett city council voted 
unanimously to buy a new garbage 
truck during a special meeting last 
week.

Public Works Director Jeff 
Harrison said the city didn’t have 
a garbage truck that was less than 
20 years old and that maintenance 
expenses were getting out of hand.

Purchasing a new garbage truck 
has been in the city’s plans for a 
while as the council approved the 
purchase of a “one-arm bandit” 
tuck last year, but Harrison said 

that truck had the added expense 
specialty cans and would require a 
lot of change from residents.

“We wanted to 
improve our situation 
without causing any 
change to the citi-
zens,” Harrison said.

Not only would the 
one-arm bandit require 
new trash cans, but it 
would also affect the 
way people park as there would be 
no one allowed to park on the 
streets in order to allow for the 
truck to efficiently move through 
on garbage day.

Mayor Crystal Marshall said the 
city’s residents were already going 
through enough that she didn’t 
want to add this 
change and expense on 
top of everything else.

“We had to have 
two garbage trucks in 
order for street and 
sanitation to continue 
to do their jobs, but I 
wanted to make sure 
we went about this in the most 
efficient way possible,” Marshall 
said. 

“The ultimate goal is still the 
one-arm bandit, but now just isn’t 

the right time for that,” she said.
The city council decided to pur-

sue a two-year lease on the vehi-
cles because Harrison said it was 
the most cost efficient way to go 
about the purchase and still leave 
the city opportunity to purchase a 
sidewinder. 

Harrison also said there will be 
a tremendous amount of savings 
because the lease trucks will have 
a warranty and repair contracts, 
freeing up the city from the obli-
gation of most reasonable mainte-
nance and repair expenses or any-
thing that is covered under war-
ranty.

Marshall Harrison

Crossett moves to purchase garbage truck

INFRASTRUCTURE

Hamburg to 
upgrade sewer 

system with 
grinding pumps

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The Hamburg City Council voted 
last week to make a $39,000 pur-
chase to upgrade the city’s sewer 
service. 

At a special-called meeting July 
26, a quorum of the council voted 
4-0 to grant permission 
to purchase two grinder 
pumps for the city sewer 
system.

“Eighty percent of 
our sewer is gravity,” 
Mayor Dane Wendorf 
said. “It all flows to a 
pit that is 33 feet below 
ground level, and you 
have to keep it low so the gravity 
will make it go there.”

From the pit, pumps move the 
sewer effluent a quarter mile to the 
treatment and settlement area.

The problem has been that the the 
pumps that are currently in place 
can’t handle when solid debris 
comes through the system.

“We went to grinder pumps 
because the other pumps would get 

Weindorf

See HAMBURG, Page 5

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Two structure fires lit up the western end 
of Ashley County over the weekend, plac-
ing one person in the hospital. One fire 
claimed a residence on Walnut Street in 
Crossett and another damaged an apart-
ment building in North Crossett.

The first fire happened Saturday. Sheriff 
Tommy Sturgeon said Monday that the 
apartment buildings behind what’s known 
as Denson’s Restaurant burned. Sturgeon 
said he didn’t have all of the details, but 
that at least one resident was carried to the 
emergency room as result of smoke inhala-
tion. The cause of the fire was yet to be 
determined.

The second fire was in the Crossett city 
limits. Crossett Fire Chief Bo Higgonbotham 
said the house that burned was located at 
808 Walnut St. No one was hurt or injured 
in the fire. The residence’s owners, Alan 
and Lindsey Brewer, were reportedly not 
in the home at the time of the fire.

Higgonbotham said that the residents 
had left because of the power outage asso-
ciated with Hurricane Laura and were stay-
ing with relatives.

Though Higgonbotham said the official 
cause of the fire has not been officially 
determined, he believes it was possibly due 
to a power surge after the electrical service 
was restored. Witnesses reportedly told 
authorities that the power had just come 
back on when they heard a loud pop and 
went outside to see that a house was on 
fire.

Higgonbotham also said that employees 
of a electrical company who were working 
in the area saw smoke and came to see 
what was on fire. They reportedly said that 
they had in fact just restored power to the 
block.

Higgonbotham said this the third fire in 
his career where something like this has 
happened after a power outage.

No foul play was suspected at either 
location.

Fires destroy two residences, 

one hospitalized

Crossett firefighters respond to a house fire on Walnut Street. The structure was a total loss. Fire officials 
said they suspect a power surge following the restoration of electrical service in the area caused the blaze. 
A fire in North Crossett also resulted in one person’s hospitalization fore smoke inhalation.

A number of residences and businesses in Ashley County sustained damage after 
the wind associated with Hurricane Laura blew through the area. Electrical service 
was impacted in some areas for a number of days. More than 18,000 Entergy Ar-
kansas customers were without power at some point following the storm.

HURRICANE LAURA

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

Fake salt canister reportedly 
contains illegal substances

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The search of Wonder Woman back-
pack and a can of salt reportedly 
revealed more than their labels told for 
Ashley County deputies in two sepa-
rate instances last week. The searches 
allegedly rendered several thousands 
of dollars worth of drugs.

According to a report from the 
Ashley County Sheriff’s office, at 
approximately 9:45 a.m. Aug. 31, 
Deputy Lance Smith was attempting to 
locate Fredrick Cotton at the Levee Inn 
in North Crossett. Investigator Tad 
Huntsman said Cotton had a felony 

warrant out of Ashley County Circuit 
Court. 

Smith reported he went to the Levee 
Inn to locate Cotton and that Minnie 
Dozier answered the door of the room 
Smith was told to check. Dozier report-
edly told he officers that “Sugaroo” — 
a nickname Cotton uses — was in the 
bathroom. Huntsman said that while 
Cotton was coming out of the bath-
room he had a small black digital scale 
in his hand along with cash. 

“After walking into the bathroom 
where Mr. Cotton was standing I 
observed a Wonder Woman backpack 
on the floor,” Smith said. 

See SALT, Page 5
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