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of one dollar at the RV park. Pevy 
said the rates haven’t been raised in 
five years and not only has inflation 
hurt the budget, but 
they’ve had a lot of natu-
ral or weather impacts 
that have caused 
unplanned costs as 
well. The increase would 
raise the fee to $23 a day.

“The county park 
over at Lake Village is 
less than ours, but they have half of 
their park they can’t use because of 
electrical issues,” Pevy said. He also 
noted that the last three times the Port 
Authority has approached the council 
for help, they were turned down.

Some of the council members 
expressed concerns about raising the 
rates $1 per day because they didn’t 
want to “outprice the venue.” 
Councilman Cary Carter said that the 
amenities were limited and there 
weren’t sewer hook up.  Carter said 
other parks in the area have $37 per 
day full hook-ups. 

“We don’t want to be a low end 
trailer park, and we don’t feel a dol-
lar a day is going to stop anyone 
from coming to stay with us,” Pevy 
said. 

Part of the motivation from the 
increase, aside from inflation, he 
said, was to weed out some of the 
people who don’t take care of their 

area. Campers who want to use the 
area recreationally are not looking to 
go to what has been turned into a low 
end residential area, he said. 

“We don’t want to be the cheapest 
place in town for that very reason,” 
Pevy said

Park Manager Tim Caroway said 
that he has had to kick around three 
people out this month in an effort to 
clean up the park.

“Some we’ve had to ask to move 
because they just don’t care and we 
may go out there and there may be a 
vehicle up on blocks or they may 
have stuff scattered everywhere,” 
Pevy said. 

Council increases rate increase for Port RV park

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett City Council voted 
Monday night to approve  a request 
by the Port Authority to raise the rates 
at the RV park at the Crossett Port. 

Dan Pevy represented the Port 
Authority Board at Monday night’s 
council meeting. He asked that the 
council approve a daily fee increase 

Port Authority cited 
inflation when asking 
for additional dollar

JUSTICE SYSTEM

Appeals court 
upholds rape 
conviction for 

Carlton L. Brown
Ashley County man 
began serving 10-year 
sentence in August 

STAFF REPORTS

An Ashley County man will con-
tinue serving a 10-year sentence he 
began serving last year after he was 
convicted of rape.

The Arkansas Court of Appeals 
announced the decision on Wednesday, 
April 14, in the case of Carlton Levon 
Brown’s appeal.

Brown had argued that the trial 
court had insufficient evidence to con-
vict him of rape. 
An Ashley 
County Circuit 
Court jury had 
convicted him 
of rape and 
third degree 
battery in a 
trial that Judge Sam Pope presided 
over.

Brown’s attorney, Gary Potts, had 
argued to the appellate court that the 
district court should have granted a 
motion for directed verdict, which 
would have ended the case, because 
he contended insufficient evidence 
was present to prove the “forcible 
compulsion” element of the crime of 
rape. The Court of Appeals disagreed.

The case began when Brown 
encountered the victim and asked if 
she would like to drink a beer. 

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The Hamburg School District made a decision last 
week to change how its on-site students below the 
high school level handle learning with tech-
nology.

In a message that was sent out 
Wednesday, April 14, the school 
district told parents that students 
in grades Kindergarten through 
eighth grade were to turn in their 
school assigned Chromebooks, 
as well as any accessories such 
as chargers and mice.

“Our focus…will continue to be on pro-
viding our students, on-site and remote, with the 
best possible education,” the message said. “Our focus 
for the next six weeks will be to fill any gaps our students 
have from the past year and push them to grow.”

The school district will still maintain its remote Monday learning 
schedule, but instead of taking the computers home students will be 
given assignments on Friday. The schools will remain open for on-
site learning on Mondays, but those who choose to participate in 
Remote Monday learning will be required to complete 
the assignments they receive each Friday.

The district’s remote students will continue their 
learning plans as previously established. 

Superintendent of Schools, Tracy Streeter said the 
decision was not a hasty one, and that the school district 
administration has been considering and discussing how 
it will finish the school year since Christmas.

“It is something we have been thinking about,” she 
said. “We have had some safety issues concerning students and we 
are addressing that on our end.”

 In the classroom, the students will be using the Chromebooks as 
they take state assessment tests.

“We are going to be cleaning and checking (the computers), stu-
dents are going to be using them in class,” Streeter said. “We are 
looking at options we can put in place that make it safer for them 
when an adult is not around. 

“We need parents to help with this by monitoring what students are 
doing on devices.  It takes all of us to keep our children safe.”

The district is not taking away computer-based learning complete-
ly, Streeter said, because that would do a disservice to students in a 
world where technology is increasingly integrated into everyday life.

“Taking it away completely would set our kids up for failure, but 
there has got to be some balance,” she said. “We are trying to find 
that balance.”

In other HSD news:
4The school board has approved the End of Year COVID-19 plan, 

which is available for public review and comment at bit.ly/hsd21-rlp-
publiccomments.

The plan will leave the COVID-19 mask mandate in place until the end 
of the school year, and as the district starts summer school — based on 
local COVID case counts — wearing masks may become optional for 
summer school students. 

If the numbers continue to stay within the acceptable range, wearing 
masks will remain optional at the beginning of the school year in August.

In addition to the public’s comments, the plan will also require approv-
al from the state education department.  

When he spoke with the HSD board at this month’s school board meet-
ing, Chris Hammond — who has been in charge of the district’s COVID-
19 tracking — said April 11 was the first time since July that the district 
had zero reported cases of the virus associated with its students or person-
nel. 
4The school board tentatively approved a digital learning plan for the 

2021-2022 school year. The plan sets the digital learning cap at 50 stu-
dents, and will require them to maintain a minimum of a C average. 
Students with Family In Need of Services (FINS) petitions will not be 
eligible for the digital learning option.

Only students in grades seven through 12 will be eligible for the digital 
option.

The district will use the Virtual Arkansas platform as its digital learning 
provider. The plan, which still has to be approved by the state education 
department, also includes hiring a licensed liaison to work with students 
and families who are part of the digital learning program. 

CHANGING 
COURSE
HSD changing how on-site  
elementary and middle school 
students use Chromebooks

Streeter

PANDEMIC

State focus 
now on getting 
young people to 
get vaccinated

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Arkansas health officials said Tuesday 
that they will be reaching out to young 
people to get vaccinated, and that youths 
as young as 12 could receive a vaccine by 
the start of the new school year.

Ashley County’s number of active 
COVID-19 cases fell to 13 on Tuesday as 
health officials announced 22.7 percent 
of the population in the southeastern 
region of the state were fully immunized 
against the at-times deadly virus.

Another 10.7 percent of the population 
16 and older in the region was partially 
vaccinated, meaning they have received 
one of two doses of the approved vac-
cines from Pfizer or Moderna.

Those numbers lag slightly behind the 
statewide average, in which 26.38 per-
cent of eligible people are fully vaccinat-
ed and 14.27 percent are partially vacci-
nated.

Gov. Asa Hutchinson said Tuesday 
he as a goal of seeing at least 1 mil-
lion people statewide vaccinated, and 
that number should be achieved 
sometime this week.

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Even though the primary for the 
2022 gubernatorial election is more 
than a year away, the two announced 
Republican candidates for gover-
nor are touting their success with 
big fundraising efforts since they 
have started campaigning.

Sarah Huckabee Sanders, the 
daughter of former Gov. Mike 
Huckabee and a one-time White 
House press secretary for former 
President Donald Trump, 
announced that since Jan. 25 she 
has raised $4.8 million from 34,700 
donors.

Approximately $1.5 million of 

that amount was raised 
from Arkansas resi-
dents.

“I am grateful for 
the generous support 
of so many Arkansans 
- in 60 days we held 
over 50 events in 
Arkansas and received 
more than 6,500 dona-
tions across all 75 
counties of the state,” 
Huckabee Sanders said 
when reporting her 
fundraising efforts. 
“Our message of limit-
ing government and 
advancing education and opportu-
nity is clearly resonating.”

Meanwhile, Arkansas Attorney 
General Leslie Rutledge reported 
that she raised $1, 232,270.01 in 
the first quarter of the year. A little 
more than 80 percent of those 
funds were raised from Arkansas 
donors.

“If elected Governor I will lead 
our state with the same mindset I 
have had as the Attorney General 
– Arkansas first and Arkansas 
focused,” said Rutledge.  “I am 
always humbled by the continued 
financial support from voters all 
across the state; however, no 
amount of money can replace the 
experience, judgment, and proven 
record I have gained over the past 
six and half years making deci-

sions on behalf of three mil-
lion plus Arkansans every day. I 
remain committed to making 
Arkansas first and will always be 
more concerned about what is hap-
pening in Fort Smith, Jacksonville, 
Jonesboro and Pine Bluff rather 
than in New York and Florida.” 

Democratic candidates who have 
announced their plans to seek their 
party’s nomination include 
Anthony Bland, a public school 
teacher and the 2018 candidate for 
lieutenant governor; James “Rus” 
Russell, a small business owner; 
and Supha Xayprasith-Mays, a 
businesswoman who worked as a 
Walmart executive.

Gubernatorial candidates already boast big war chests 
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