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Crossett’s Public Works director 
says that the new leaf and limb 
pickup schedule has allowed  the city 
to implement new programs.

The city just finished its second 
month using the new lawn, leaf and 
junk pickup procedures as voted in 
by the city council earlier this year. 
The schedule allowed Public Works 
Director Jeff Harrison to create a lit-
ter program and a sign maintenance 
program. 

“Before, they were just driving 
around looking for limbs to pickup, 
now there is a schedule and pick up 
days and it frees up time,” Harrison 

said. 
The city is mapped out by zones 

and the city employee over the sign 
maintenance program 
spends one day a week 
focusing on one area 
and taking care of any 
street sign maintenance 
that he sees is needed. 
Harrison said sign main-
tenance could be any-
thing from painting over 
a vandalized sign to weed-eating 
around the sign to make the sign 
more visible. 

The litter program works the same 
way. There is now a time dedicated 
to pickup trash around the city. 
Harrison said the litter pickup is 

typically done on Friday and Monday 
and the crews start at all of the 
entrances to the town. 

Harrison said that though he is 
implementing new programs, the city 
does not currently have an active 
bucket truck. 

“We’ve been getting calls about 
limbs being cut in alleys and left 
there, and that’s not us, people need 
to contact their electric company,” he 
said. “If you see someone cutting 
limbs in a bucket truck, it’s not the 
city.” 

Harrison said that other than the 
confusion from residents, the new 
pickup system is going well and he 
hopes that he will be able to add to 
the new programs once things are 

running more smoothly. 
Some of the confusion Harrison 

has dealt with over the last week 
stemmed from door hangers that 
were put out by the city workers ear-
lier this month. 

Harrison said that when people 
didn’t seem to understand the new 
procedure, the city decided handing 
out fliers at every residence would be 
helpful. Although the information 
was made available on social media, 
the city’s webpage, and in local print 
and radio outlets, residents were still 
not aware of the new pickup proce-
dures. 

“We couldn’t put them in the mail-
box, that’s illegal,” Harrison said. 

Harrison

City to start litter, maintenance program

See CITY, Page 3

Jury clears 
Bassett 
in 2018 
shooting

COURTS

Struggle for gun 
caused accidental 
discharge, he says

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

An  Ashley County jury found a 
Hamburg man not guilty of first-
degree battery when he went to trial 
on charges related to a shooting that 
happened last August.

On August 5, 2018, Billy Bassett 
44, of Hamburg was arrested and 
charged with first degree batter after 
allegedly shooting Milton Cessor.

According to the original reports 
made by the responding officers, the 
incident occurred after a dispute at a 
private residence.  Cessor, Bassett 
and others were allegedly at a resi-
dence that Bassett “was looking 
after” while the property owner was 
away. Bassett said he had been 
informed by the property owner — 
his wife’s uncle — that people 
would be coming to retrieve certain 
items. According to other witness 
testimony at the trial, Cessor went 
to the property with his wife to 

See BASSETT, Page 5

Woman given 

60 years in 

prison for 

embezzlement

JUSTICE

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

An Ashley County jury sentenced 
a Crossett woman to 206 years for 
multiple charges — including fraud-
ulent use of a credit or debit card, 
forgery, theft of property and com-
puter fraud — earlier this month. 

A Crossett business owner con-
tacted the Ashley County Sheriff’s 
Office in April 2018 after determin-
ing that his employee, Paula Martin, 
had spent an unauthorized $111,000 
of company money. The ACSO’s 
records at that time indicated that 
Martin had used a debit card more 
than 300 times without authoriza-
tion and entered the charges into the 
bookkeeping system to make it 
appear as though the charges were 
made for the company. 

Investigating Officer Mark 
Grevier’s report said the total 
amount stolen was $214,000. 
Griever said that Martin was mak-
ing multiple car payments a month 
on her personal vehicle and making 
ATM withdrawals at various casi-
nos. 

Martin pleaded guilty on July 2 
and chose to have a sentencing 
hearing to be heard by a jury. After 
hearing the evidence, the jury came 
back with multiple sentences for a 
total of 206 years.  Circuit Judge 
Sam Pope reduced the sentencing to 
only 60 years. 

“The judge did not accept the 
recommendation of the jury and 
sentenced her to two thirty-year 

See SENTENCE, Page 5

Webster: One weekend in Crossett was all I needed
Surgeon joins ACMC 
after seeing hospital, 
area culture for self

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The new general surgeon at Ashley 
County Medical Center said one week-
end at ACMC was what she needed to 
convince her to come to the area. 

Dr. Sarahrose Webster, a native of 
Seattle, Wa., said she heard that ACMC 
was looking for a general surgeon from a 
doctor at her former hospital. 

 Webster said she decided to interview 
for the position, but really had no inten-
tion of taking it because she was nearly 
settled in White Hall and had little interest 
in moving again.

“I had never even heard of Crossett 
before,” Dr. Webster said. “No one likes 
moving, but culture is a big deal.”

After spending the weekend in 
Crossett, Webster said her mind changed 
completely because of the culture and 

atmosphere at ACMC.
“I think people here take pride in what 

they do and they enjoy their job here (at 
ACMC),” Dr. Webster said. 

She said she was most impressed with 
the way the hospital Chief Executive 
Officer Phillip Gilmore knew each of the 
employee’s names and interacted with 
them as though everyone was a team. 

“We would pass a nurse or care tech in 
the hallway and he would speak and 
know them by name, and that is really 
something,” Webster said. 

Working together and working as a 
team is something that Webster said is 
important to her and she feels that every-
one at ACMC feels the same. 

“None of us could do our job if some-
one didn’t put light bulbs in; we all have 
to work together,” Webster said. “I can’t 
do my nurse’s job; I can’t turn a patient, 
but that’s what nurses are trained in.”

Visiting Crossett reminded Dr. Webster 
that people can be happy at their job.

“I was losing that because of the nega-
tive atmosphere I was in,” she said. 
“Down here, it’s still the same job, but 

See SURGEON, Page 3
Dr. Sararose Webster, center, recently joined the Ashley County Medical Center 
staff as a general surgeon. She is shown here with Dr. Mark Malloy, left, and 
ACMC Chief Executive Officer Phillip Gilmore, right.
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BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

All daily sportfish limits and 
length limits on Lake Monticello 
for all species of fish have been 
removed.

The limit removal is part of an 
emergency proclamation the exec-
utive director of the Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission 
issued because of the City of 
Monticello’s recent decision to 
drain the lake. The lake is being 
drained so the city can repair its 
dam, of which portions have been 
sagging, indicating possible struc-
tural issues. 

An AGFC official said the com-
mission is removing all limits in 
advance of the draining so that 
fishers can take advantage of the 
lake’s resources before they are 
depleted. 

“With the water level dropping 
and high water temperature, we 
will see a fish kill at Lake 
Monticello,” AGFC Assistant 
Chief of Fisheries Jason Olive 
said. “We want people to be able 
to use those fish instead of them 
going to waste.”

Though the limits have been 
removed, other regulations — includ-
ing the requirement for a fishing license 
— will still be in place, Olive said.

Fishing limits 

removed for 

Lake Monticello 

before draining
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See LAKE, Page 3

 Zach Land, Johnathan George and 
a few of their friends met up at 
the tennis courts last Thursday for 
a leisurely game of tennis at the 
Crossett City Courts on Main Street 
last week. The Crossett Recreation 
Commission is currently applying 
for grants to improve the tennis 
courts as part of the overall City 
Pool project.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

LOVE OF PLAY 

PLAYING FOR LOVE


