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CLIMATE

Extreme heat 
advisory in 

place through 
weekend

STAFF REPORTS

The National Weather Service has 
issued a hazardous weather outlook 
for extreme heat lasting through 
Sunday.

The advisory, which includes south-
east Arkansas, northeast Louisiana 
and much of Mississippi, says that the 
threat for dangerous heat is elevated 
from late morning through early eve-
ning, noting that for those who spend 
significant time outdoors, “heat 
exhaustion will be likely with outdoor 
activity.” 

The advisory was issued Monday, 
and says that during the second half of 
the week, “Dangerous heat with maxi-
mum heat indices of 105 to around

110 degrees is possible over much 
of the area this week heading

into the weekend.”
As part of the advisory, the NWS 

recommends that when possible, one 
should:
4Drink plenty of fluids, 
4Stay in an air-conditioned room, 
4Stay out of the sun
4Check up on relatives and neigh-

bors
4Young children and pets should 

never be left unattended in vehicles 
under any circumstances.

PANDEMIC

As COVID case 
numbers begin 
to rise, officials 
push vaccines

STAFF REPORTS

The trend of COVID-19 cases spiking 
across the country is being seen in 
Arkansas as well, including in Ashley 
County.

The Arkansas Department of Health 
reported Monday that Ashley County had 
49 active cases of COVID-
19.While that’s still far 
below the triple-digit num-
bers of infections that the 
county reported during the 
surges in summer 2020 and 
winter 2021, it still repre-
sents a significant increase 
over the single-digit lows 
reached earlier this summer.

Statewide, the number of active cases 
jumped to more than 15,000 over the 
weekend and 919 people were hospital-
ized with 173 of them on ventilators.

In light of the surge, Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson decided to extend the series 
of so-called Community COVID 
Conversations he has been hosting across 
the state, and this week will address 
groups in the northwest, the southeast and 
central Arkansas. 
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Hutchinson
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SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVER

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is 
providing up to $200 million to pro-
vide relief to timber harvesting and 
timber hauling businesses that have 
experienced losses due to COVID-19 
as part of USDA’s Pandemic 
Assistance for Producers initiative. 

Loggers and truckers can apply for 
assistance through USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) July 22 
through Oct. 15. The Pandemic 
Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers pro-
gram (PATHH) is administered by FSA in partner-
ship with the U.S. Forest Service.

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, 
authorized this critical assistance for the timber 
industry. Timber harvesting and hauling businesses 

that have experienced a gross revenue loss of at 
least 10 percent during the period of Jan. 1 and 
Dec. 1, 2020, compared to the period of Jan. 1 and 

Dec. 1, 2019, are encouraged to 
apply.

“USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for 
Producers initiative promised to get 
financial assistance to a broader set 
of producers and today’s announce-
ment delivers on that promise,” said 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. 
“On top of the existing challenges 
associated with natural disasters and 

trade, the pandemic caused a major disruption for 
loggers and timber haulers including lack of access 
to wood processing mills. This industry plays a 
critical role in our nation’s economy and we are 
proud to support these hard-working loggers and 
truckers as they get back on track.” 

Like many facets of the agriculture industry, 
the logging industry has experienced its share of 
financial hardships throughout the pandemic, 
said FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux. 

“We’re happy to work with the U.S. Forest 
Service to develop this new program to provide 
critically needed support,” he said.

Forest service officials said they are happy to 
be of help.

“We’ve heard from loggers and truckers 
whose livelihoods were significantly impacted 
this past year by the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
we are pleased that USDA can help alleviate 
some of the financial burden,” said Forest 
Service Chief Vicki Christiansen. “I encourage 
those logging and log-hauling businesses hard-
est hit by the pandemic to learn more about the 
assistance offered through this new program.”

Timber harvesters, haulers eligible for pandemic assistance

JUST THE FACTS: 

Applications for the 
USDA’s Pandemic Assis-
tance for Producers are 
open to loggers and haul-
ers through Oct. 15.
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because of their condition.
“We definitely need (the new 

vehicles) because the 
ones we have are going 
to go at any time,” he 
said.

Part of the reason for 
the urgency to purchase 
the new vehicles was 
that — because of short-
ages across the country 
— the two that were being held for 
the City of Hamburg at Police Chief 
Johnny Oliver’s request were the last 
two police vehicles available in the 
state on a state contract. While they 
had been flagged for a potential 
Hamburg purchase, if they city didn’t 

want to buy them they needed to be 
released, Streeter said.

“If we release them, they will be 
gone tomorrow,” he said. “Someone 
else will get them. (Dealer) parking 
lots are empty.”

The price for the vehicles, which 
the city council approved the pur-
chase of unanimously, was $26,290 
each. 

In terms of upgrading vehicles, the 
council voted to allow Fire Chief 
Tim Hollis to spend designated fire 
funds to equip the city’s new ladder 
truck, which Hamburg had purchased 
from the City of Crossett earlier this 
year.

The cost for equipping the truck 

will be $15,967 for a bid awarded to 
EDS. The two other bids submitted 
for the proposal exceeded $18,000.

The vehicle the council agreed to 
help upgrade technically does not 
belong to the city, but instead to 
Christie Martin, who contracts with 
the city for animal control. 

The van Martin uses to transport 
animals has a broken windshield, 
needs new tires and has no air-condi-
tioning, making transporting animals 
out of town for adoptions impossi-
ble, she said. Martin and the volun-
teers who work with her have been 
using fans inside the vehicle for 
transports when necessary.

Hamburg board looks at city vehicle matters

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The Hamburg City Council 
approved several measures Monday 
that will repair, replace or upgrade 
vehicles associated with city work.

The vehicles on the replacement 
slate were two police vehicles, which 
Mayor David Streeter said were no 
longer appropriate for police work 

New police cruisers, 
fire truck equipment, 
van fixes approved

Streeter
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COMMUNITY

Library aims to 
read 500 stories 
over course of 

two days

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

What’s better than hearing a 
story?

Hearing two stories? Three? 
What about 500?

If you stop by the Crossett Public 
Library later this week, you’ll find 
out what it feels like to hear 500 
stories.

The library is hosting a read-a-
thon in honor of a Crossett boy’s 
dream of hearing lots and lots of 
stories. Children’s Librarian Risa 
Lowry said the boy, Ralphie King, 
voiced his desire to hear 500 stories 
after she visited the Carousel School 
for a story time session.

After finishing the stories she’d 
taken, students started voicing that 
they wanted to hear more stories, 
and when they were asked how 
many more should be brought for 
the next story time, students started 
naming numbers.

“One little boy said ‘500’, and so 
we all had a big laugh about it, and 
then it was like lightning struck and 
we said, ‘Let’s have a reading mara-
thon for Ralphie King,” Lowry said.

So the read-a-thon will begin at 9 
a.m. Thursday, July 29 and last until 
the library closes at 6:30 p.m. It 
will resume at the same time the 
next morning.

Lowry said the library would like 
for volunteers to come in to read 
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FEEDING FAMILIES 
IN FOUNTAIN HILL

Volunteers with the Arkansas Food Bank and 
from the Fountain Hill community hosted a free 
food giveaway on July 23, loading boxes into 
vehicles as residents came to pick up for them-
selves and for others. The food was provided  for 
by a grant from MacKenzie Scott, who donated 
more than $4 billion to food banks in late 2020.

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer


