
awarded ProMed a three-year fran-
chise and contract for the service 
in February, but because the com-
pany had to start earli-
er than expected, 
ProMed was not imme-
diatly required to have 
a second ALS ambu-
lance in Hamburg as 
per its contracted 
garauntees.

Weindorf told the 
Hamburg City Council at its 
Monday meeting that he had spo-
ken with ProMed Chief Executive 
Officer Ken Kelley and would 
have him address the council at its 
meeting next month.

“They are not only backing up 
our fire department, but also Milo 
and the surrounding area fire 

departments,” Weindorf said. “It is 
good that they care about the com-
munity. Hopefully he will make a 
lot of money, and we will see, but 
I think we are going to be satisfied 
with his service. He cares about 
people.”

In the same meeting, the council 
voted to draft a resolution stating 
that the city approved of Weindorf 
cutting a check for $5,000 to FAST 
Ambulance during its last month 
of operation. The money was used 
to cover the cost of a transmission 
repair.

Weindorf said that part of the 
city’s previous agreement with 
FAST called for Hamburg to sup-
port the company to keep the ser-
vice going. The repair was needed 
to keep the service running through 

the time that they stayed open, he 
said.

The mayor asked the council for 
the vote so it was documented in 
case a state auditor had a question 
at a later time. Councilwoman 
DeAnne Murphy made the motion 
to approve the expense, and 
Councilman Mike Sanderlin sec-
onded it.

In other news:
4The council voted to allow a 

business owner to use the city 
sidewalk when gutting and remov-
ing debris from the former 
Firestone building on Main Street.

Weindorf said there is not 
enough space in the rear of the 
building to do so, and he had told 
the owners that the city would do 

Outlaw ranked No. 1 bull 
rider in the world
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The Ashley County Sheriff’s Office 
arrested a couple who allegedly pos-
sessed apparent drug distribution tools 
and weapons in North Crossett after 
responding to a distur-
bance call. 

Ashley County Sheriff 
Tommy Sturgeon said 
deputies Hunter Smith 
and Michael Vorhease 
were dispatched to a resi-
dence on Highway 52 
March 22. 

Upon arrival, they 
made contact with Jacob 
Ebarb and Haley Harris. 
Sturgeon said the depu-
ties conducted a probable 
cause search of Ebarb’s 
truck and reportedly 
found a glass pipe com-
monly used to smoke 
methamphetamine, a digital scale, 
baggies, a glass vial that contained 
suspected liquid methamphetamine, a 
vaporizer with suspected methamphet-
amine, two revolver pistols,  two semi-
automatic pistols and an AR-15 rifle. 

The property was seized and both 
Ebarb and Harris were arrested and 
transported to the Ashley County 
Detention Center for processing. 

As of Monday morning, both Harris 
and Ebarb were still in custody await-
ing first appearance. 

Ebarb

Harris

Guns and alleged drug paraphernalia 
seized during a search of Jacob Ebarb of 
Crossett’s vehicle March 22 are displayed 
at the Ashley County Sheriff’s Department. 

NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

Sheriff: Couple 

had guns, drugs 

when deputies 

responded to call

CRIME
Mayor: Second ProMed ambulance coming

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Hamburg Mayor Dane Weindorf 
said Monday that ProMed 
Ambulance should have a second 
Advanced Life System ambulance 
stationed in the city by mid-April.

ProMed took over ambulance 
service in Hamburg at the begin-
ning of March, when FAST 
Ambulance — the service that pre-
viously covered the area — went 
out of business. The city had 

Weindorf

Contract requires 
two Advanced Life 
Support systems

See HAMBURG, Page 5A

THIRTY YEARS 
STRONG

Crusade continues annual 
tradition of strengthening, 
encouraging area youth

STORY AND PHOTOS  BY VAL GAUGHT

After 30 years, the Youth for Christ 
crusade that a couple in Crossett start-
ed is still going strong. 

The Rev. Tyrone and Ina Broomfield, for-
merly of Crossett, founded the Youth Crusade at 
Gates Chapel A.M.E. Church in Crossett.  

The crusade is always hosted the week of 
Spring Break and current committee president, 
Pastor Harriel White, said they try to mix fun 
into their character building activities. 

“We want the children who participate to 
enjoy the week, we don’t’ want it to be too 
much like school,” he said. 

White said the week provides an opportunity 
for students and children who might otherwise 
do nothing during Spring Break. 

“It’s a week of positive activities for some 
who might have otherwise spent the week doing 
very little,” White said.

“This day and age our youth need encourage-
ment, more than just from one another, but they 
need encouragement from adults, they need 
encouragement from the community churches 
and businesses.”

Each day of the crusade, guest speakers were 
there to encourage and inspire the youth. 

“If you have a church home, we want you to 
come, if you don’t have a church home we want 
you to come; it’s for all churches and we do not 
teach denomination, we preach the word,” cru-
sade committee member Murlee Carter said. 

Some of the 2019 guest speakers included 
John L. Williams with the Department of Human 
Services; Shanae Govan with Level Up; the 
Rev. Johnathon Brown, a former Crossett resi-
dent; David Davis Jr. of Bastrop; and Pastor 
Tara Hunter of Monroe. 

Local law enforcement, firemen and employ-
ees of Phoenix Youth Services also spoke to 
students throughout the week. 

The Rev. Ricky Lattimore also brought a 
“block party,” which is a traveling ministry that 
he works with that offers free fun for youth. The 
block party included inflatables and other activ-
ities for children to enjoy. 

The week finished with a lock-in at Crossett 
Middle School Gym on Friday night. 

White said it takes a lot of people working 
together and support from the community to 
make this event possible and that he feels it is 

good for young people to see the community 
coming together to provide an event such as 
this. 

White said the event is sponsored by all of 
the community churches, the Professional 
Alliance of Women, the Housing Authority, 
Georgia Pacific, Phoenix Youth Services and 
other individual donors.  

In addition to White and Carter, other mem-

bers of the committee who organize the week’s 
events includes Rev. Barbara Miller, Juanita 
Hollins, Darrel Newton, Kelsey Davis, Jason 
Bivens, Shanae Govan, Monica Giles and Pat 
Todd.

White also said that Nancy Jones runs the 
kitchen and manages the menu and the volun-
teers throughout the week. 

“This program really is built on the backs of 
volunteers,” White said. 

White said that celebrating the 30th anniver-
sary of anything is quite an accomplishment 
and that he hopes he and the other orgainizers 
can continue building the program that the 
Broomfield’s envisioned three decades ago.

“I would like for the community to be aware 
that this crusade is still alive, still trying to pro-
vide a positive wholesome activities for our 
young people,” White said. 

The Rev. Tyrone Broomfield and Ina Broomfield, Crossett natives who founded the Youth for Christ Crusade 30 
years ago, look at a banner honoring their work that was presented Sunday. Below, participants in the crusade 
gathered at Gates Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church each day last week for fun activities and uplift-
ing messages during Spring Break.

Locals interpret for the deaf on tour of Holy Land
SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVER

A local man recently traveled to 
Israel to help a group of people “hear” 
as well as see the Holy Land.

Byron Caldwell was asked to travel 
to Israel and serve as a sign language 
interpreter for a group of deaf Christians 
from across the United States. 

The group consisted of nine indi-
viduals, each representing a different 
religious tradition and region but all 
had in common what they would call 
“deaf blood.”

The deaf community at whole 
doesn’t let race, religion, or gender 
separate them, Caldwell said, but 
instead all share the same language and 
the same culture — the so-called deaf 
blood — and because of that they see 
each other as brothers and sisters.

The group had a tour guide that 
accompanied them that was a native to 

Israel, Evan Brotman. 
Brotman spoke Hebrew and English. 
Two other members of the Crossett 

community, Freddy Hipp and Jeanne 
Hipp —who both attend  The First 
United Pentecostal Church of Crossett 
with Caldwell — were on the trip. 

Both Freddy and Jeanne Hipp said 
the trip was a trip of a lifetime and no 
words nor could pictures or videos 
explain the beauty and or the spirit felt 
at each place they visited. 

“It’s like the Bible coming to life 
before your eyes” Jeanne said. At each 
location visited, Freddy read scriptures 
that pertained to each site and Caldwell 
would interpret these scriptures to the 
deaf group. 

“This was a wonderful experience 
and truly an opportunity of a lifetime” 
Caldwell said. “I’ve interpreted in a lot 
of places but interpreting in Israel was 

Byron Caldwell, Freddy Hipp and Jeanne Hipp, all of Crossett, recently toured Israel 
with a deaf Christian group. Caldwell served as an American Sign Language inter-
preter for the group. The group is seen here in the Old City of Jerusalem.See ISRAEL, Page 3A

NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

After the Crossett City Council 
made a motion and then rescinded it, 
some residents have been confused 
about limb, leaf, junk and trash pick-
up. 

Crossett Deputy Clerk Lisa 
Gulledge confirmed Monday that the 
city is not currently picking up leaves 
and limbs and that there is currently 
no charge for junk pickup. 

“The only thing that changed is 
that we aren’ t supposed to be pickup 
leaves and limbs, but trash pickup 
and junk pickup are still the same as 
before,” Gulledge said. 

Gulledge also confirmed that there 
is no ordinance on file prohibiting 
residents from burning yard debris in 
their own yards. 

Earlier this month, the council 
passed a motion that would have 
changed how the debris and trash 
pickup works substantially, but 
before an actual ordinance was draft-
ed and adopted, the council rescind-

City clarifies status 

quo after residents 

confused by leaf, 

trash motions

CROSSETT

See LEAVES, Page 5A


