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CRIME

Officials still 
seeking info in 
Fountain Hill 
hit-and-run

Investigators decline 

to release additional 

details about case

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Ashley County law enforcement 
officials are still searching for 
answers in the case of a recent appar-
ent murder in Fountain Hill.

Teddy Cayton, 32, of Fountain 
Hill was the victim of a suspected hit 
and run incident on Pine Street last 
week.

Lead investigator Josh 
Pollock said on Tuesday 
afternoon that investiga-
tors have not been able 
to identify suspects in 
the case at that point.

Late last week, an 
Ashley County deputy 
said off the record that people had 
been taken in for questioning in rela-
tion to the case, but that no formal 
arrests had been made.

Pollock declined to release any 
information the sheriff’s office has 
been able to collect at this point, 
saying that doing so might nega-
tively impact the investigation.

“Right now I’m waiting on an 
autopsy,” Pollock said. “If anyone 
knows any thing or has any informa-
tion we urge them to give us a call.”

The Ashley County Sheriff’s 
Office can be reached at 870-853-
2040.

FIRE RESPONSE 
AT ALVAR

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

All potential pretenders to the office 
have been weeded out as the qualifica-
tion period for the special Hamburg 
mayor’s race has closed. Now, the con-
test will be between three candidates.

The candidates who completed the 
petition process and had them certified 
with the county clerk’s office by March 
25 were — in alphabetical order by last 
name — Glen D. Lawson, Keith Long 
and David Streeter.

The next step in the election will be 
drawing for ballot positions, which will 
be done at 11 a.m. March 31 in the 
Ashley County Courthouse annex 
building.

Lawson was the first of the candi-

dates to announce his intention to run 
— he announced before qualifying 
opened — but was the last to certify his 
position. Long and 
Streeter quickly followed 
by announcing and certi-
fying their petitions when 
the qualification period 
opened.

The three candidates 
are seeking to finish the 
term vacated by late 
Mayor Dane Weindorf, who died in 
February. City Clerk Peggy Akers is 
currently serving as acting mayor, and 
will continue to do so until a winner is 
certified in the election, which will be 
June 8.

Whoever is elected to the position 
will serve through Dec. 31, 2022, and 

will be eligible to seek re-election to the 
office.

 Lawson has 27 years of experience 
as a law enforcement offi-
cer — including as a chief 
of police — and has 
served as constable in 
three Ashley County 
townships. He currently 
owns a business in 
Hamburg but has pledged 
to give up ownership if he 
is elected.

Long’s professional background is in 
the manufacturing industry, working for 
Georgia Pacific and Alrez. The 
University of Arkansas-Monticello’s 
College of Technology-Crossest 
(UAM-CTC) currently employs him as 
an advanced manufacturing instructor.

Streeter has worked in the timber 
industry but has spent the majority of 
his professional career in education, 
teaching for 10 years at 
Hamburg High School 
and spending 16 years in 
educational leadership 
positions. He is currently 
the Director of Student 
Services and Affairs at 
UAM-CTC.

Election Day voting 
will be from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., and 
in the event of a run-off the run-off elec-
tion will use the same voting hours on 
June 29.

Early voting for the special election 
will be June 1 to 4 between 8 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m., and will continue during the 
same hours on June 7.

Three candidates qualify for Hamburg mayor

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Those who have been itching to 
get out, see people and get involved 
in the community will have a chance 
to scratch that itch several times in 
early April.

Easter egg hunt
First Baptist Church of Hamburg 

will host an Easter egg hunt at 
Hamburg’s Norman City Park on 
Saturday, April 3.

The hunt event will be divided 
into age groups and will start at 10 
a.m.

Recreation complex area cleanup
Crossett will be hosting a softball 

tournament at the Scott McCormick 

Sports Complex on April 10.
To get ready for that, a group of 

area volunteers is asking other 
members of the community to join 
in and help them pick up litter.

Organizer Sarah Stagg said she 
had wanted to see the softball event 
be a success since she is friends with 
the people who helped organize the 
tournament, but she’s not a part of 
the softball organization itself.

“I wanted to help in some way, 
but I’m not very good at scorekeep-
ing,” Stagg said. “I thought, ‘Why 
not gather some concerned citizens 
who want to help in some way?’ We 
can clean up the main arteries into 
and out of the sports complex. The 
littering is pretty bad in that area.”

The litter busters will set up a 
table in the area of the complex at 
10 a.m. April 9 and will have a 
sheet with street sectors around the 
recreation complex highlighted. 

The pickup sectors will include 
U.S. 82, East Wellfield Road, and 
Jim Shoulders Road, among other 
areas.

“As people show up, they say, ‘I 
want that area,’” Stagg said. “They 
hit that area, and come back to the 
park with their bag full of litter and 
the city will arrange to pick it up 
from the complex.”

Presenting a clean Crossett 
should be a priority since the tour-
nament will draw teams from across 
the state, Stagg said.

Color Run
The Delta Xi chapter of Beta 

Sigma Phi will host Crossett’s annu-
al color run at 9 a.m. on April 10. 

April calendar contains multiple  community events

PANDEMIC

ACMC set to host 

COVID vaccine clinic; 

governor lifts state 

mask mandate

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The number of COVID-19 cases in 
Ashley County appear to be holding 
near-steady over the past two weeks, 
but the county hospital is planning a 
community vaccination clinic in an 
effort to push the trend of the virus’s 
spread solidly into negative territory.

The clinic will happen days after 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson announced that 
anyone 16 or older may receive a 
vaccination. The governor made the 
announcement Tuesday, when he also 
announced that he was lifting the 
state’s mask mandate.

Ashley County Medical Center 
will host the vaccination clinic for 
individuals from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
April 9 at the hospital’s 1015 Unity 
Road location in Crossett. 

Those who want a vaccination 
should call 870-632-7299 to secure 
an appointment. Vaccinations can 
also be scheduled online at bit.
ly/3rwceB5. Vaccines are also avail-
able by appointment at Gammel’s 
Clinic Pharmacy and Walmart 
Pharmacy in Crossett.

STAFF REPORTS

Court reporter Michael Ashcraft, an Arkansas 
state employee, was arrested Friday for the 
alleged misappropriation of funds in his posi-
tion as treasurer of the Arkansas Court 
Reporters Association organization. 

Ashcraft was the organization’s treasurer for 
12 years. He also worked as a court reporter in 
the 10th Judicial District, which includes 
Ashley, Bradley, Chicot, Desha and Drew 
counties.

“In his position as treasurer for the Court 

Reporter’s Association, Ashcraft was in a posi-
tion of trust and had full and complete access 
to association membership funds 
generated by membership dues,” a 
news release from the attorney 
general’s office said. 

Ashcraft allegedly misused 
association membership funds by 
comingling legitimate association 
expenses with purchases for him-
self and others.

From January 2015 to June 2018, Ashcraft 
allegedly manipulated, misappropriated and 

misused more than $100,000 in membership 
funds without permission from the association 
or its board.

Agents with the Public Integrity Division of 
the Arkansas Attorney General’s Office inves-
tigated the matter.

Ashcraft was arrested and charged with one 
count of Theft of Property (B) Felony after he 
turned himself in to authorities in Bradley 
County.

He was released on a $15,000 bond.
If convicted, he could face a prison sentence 

of five to 15 years and a fine up to $15,000.

Tenth JDC court reporter allegedly misused funds

Ashcraft

The Crossett Fire Department was dispatched to a fire in the packaging building at Alvar at 8:14 a.m. 
Thursday, March 25. The fire was the result of a malfunctioning machine used to crush the resin products 
before packaging, Crossett Assistant Fire Chief and Fire Marshall Michael 
Willhite said. The fire department had the blaze controlled at 10:20 a.m., 
and the facility was largely structurally undamaged. While the building 
had some damage to its tin, the company was patching it by the time the 
fire department left, Willhite said. VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

Participants at the 2017 Crossett 
Color Run are enveloped in a cloud of 
colorful smoke. FILE PHOTO/Submitted
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