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JUSTICE SYSTEM

Murder trial
for Crossett
man set for
Thursday
Suspect in case is
also charged with
abuse of a corpse
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The murder trial of a Crossett
man that was set for Monday has
been pushed back to later in the
week.
Brian Russell of Crossett, who
was arrested on charges
of murder and abuse of
a corpse in early 2018,
will go before a jury on
Thursday morning.
The delay was caused
as part of the court’s
accommodation
for Russell
expert witnesses.
The trial was scheduled for the week of Feb. 4, but
because of the state crime lab’s
schedule, Feb. 7 and 8 were chosen
as the dates.
Russell was charged in March
2018 in connection with the death of
Shannon Jordan Ridener, who disappeared from the Crossett area in
January 2018 and whose body was
located near a bridge in a neighboring county the following month.
An autopsy at the state crime lab
revealed that Ridener died from a
gunshot wound to the head.
Jury selection will begin at 9 a.m.
Feb. 7.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Speaker: Fiber
optic Internet
service coming
to Crossett
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Local internet service — and changes that are coming to it — were the
topic of discussion at Tuesday’s
Crossett Area Chamber of Commerce
networking breakfast.
Chamber Executive Director Mandy
White said that Windstream’s new service, Kinetic, was the host
at this quarter’s networking breakfast.
Employees
from
Kinectic discussed internet service in the area and
addressed issues of speed
before announcing that
White
something new was coming for businesses.
Business customers may now contact Kinectic to request fiber optic service, a faster, more reliable internet
service.
“We are like a lot of towns in the
south, we have a lot of problems when
recruiting to the area, and internet
bandwith is not going to be one of
them, so we appreciate you coming
out,” Mike Smith with the Economic
Development Commission said.
In addition, to the presentation by
employees of Kinectic, White also
went over new Chamber memberships
and talked about her plans to grow the
member list and expand the Chamber.
See CHAMBER, Page 5A
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Appraisal team at work in Ashley County
Residents will see
team taking photos,
measuring property
STAFF REPORTS

Property reappraisal work is
under way in Ashley County.
When it is done, the Ashley
County Assessor will have an updated appraisal database and a photo of
every residence in Ashley County.
The work, which began Jan. 1, is
under contract to Delta Mass
Appraisal Services, Inc., a contract

that was awarded through the
Assessor’s office.
A news release from the
Assessor’s office
said that the company,”
serves
Arkansas Counties
in providing professional, accurate
and equitable valuations for all
types of taxable
properties.
The
news
release said the appraisers will
berecognizible because their vehicles will have magnetic signs on
their vehicles identifying them as

“Contracted County Appraiser.”
The contract is set to run through
Dec. 31, 2023.
“We are very pleased
to serve as the Ashley
County appraisal contractor” stated Tommy
Fisher, owner of Delta
Mass
Appraisal
Services, Inc. Fisher
continued “Our main
objective is to determine fair and equitable
values for all properties
in the county.”
As part of the appraisal process,
representatives from the company
will visit each property in the coun-

A ROBOT INVASION?

ty. Residents may see appraisers:
4Using tape measures to verify
proper measurements, which are
used to determine the square footage of a residence.
4Gathering qualitative data,
such as the quality of construction
and the condition of improvements
to a property.
“You will also see us taking pictures.” Fisher said. “Upon completion of this reappraisal the
Assessor’s Office will have an
updated digital photograph of every
house in the county.”
The company will begin working
in the county’s small towns and
See ASSESSOR, Page 5A

CMS plays host to
robotics competition

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Robots invaded Crossett Saturday.
But don’t worry — it was a peaceful invasion.
The Crossett Middle School Engineering Eagles hosted their first robotics tournament, the Crossett Eagles IQ
Challenge, and teams from Crossett, Hamburg, Camden,
Magnolia, Pine Bluff and Lake Village competed in the
event.
VEX robotics is a program that allows students to
build robots and show them off in competition. During
this year’s game, the students were tasked with racing
against the clock to move cones to a corner space on the
competition floor. The students earn points depending on
what color game pieces they are able to move.
CMS coach Melissa Martar said the tournament went
very well and Crossett plans to make this an annual
event.
The Robo-nados from Lake Village finished in first
place with a total score of 123. Camden came in second
with a total of 116 and the Green Machines another Lake
Village team finished third with 111 total points.
The Robonadoes also won the Skills Champion
Award, the Judges Award and the Teamwork Champion
award.
The Hive from Camden Harmony Grove won the
Teamwork Champion award for working with the
Robonadoes and The Hive also won the Excellence
Award. The Swarm from Harmony Grove won the
Design Award.
The Crossett and Hamburg teams didn’t win any of the
awards, but Martar said Crossett has already qualified to
compete in the national tournament in Iowa next month.
The Engineering Eagles finished in fourth and sixth
place. Crossett Engineering Eagle team 2024E was in
fourth with 98 points total of their eight matches played
and team 2024C placed sixth with 93 points total.
The Hamburg Lion Pride team’s coach, Christie Rice,
said the robotics program at Hamburg is relatively new.

This academic year is the Lion Pride’s second year to
have a robotics team, and Rice said right now the competition team is only open to fourth and fifth graders.
Lion Pride finished eleventh out of fourteen total
teams from Crossett, Camden, Magnolia, Pine Bluff and
Lake Village.
The Lion Pride robotics season is over, but the Crossett
teams will compete in Monticello on Feb. 16 and next
month in Iowa in the national competition.

At top, teams at the Crossett Middle School Eagles IQ Challenge
compete by using their robots to
move colored cones around the
designated field. Below, Corrie
Kinney of Hamburg works on her
robot during competition.
VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

Youth virtuoso to entertain at Go Red banquet
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Ashley County Go Red has a list
of events planned leading up to the
11th Annual Ashley County Go Red
Gala set for this month.
February is American Heart
Month, and Go Red for Women is
the American Heart Association’s
national movement to end heart disease and stroke in women and raise
awareness about the risks.
On Friday, Ashley County Go
Red for Women partnered with
Ashley County Medical Center to

offer free health screenings in
Crossett and Hamburg. The Crossett
screenings were at the
ACMC lobby, First
State Bank lobby, First
National
Bank
of
Crossett lobby and
Timberline
Credit
Union lobby.
Garcia
The Hamburg screenings were at the
Southern Bancorp Bank lobby.
The Crossett Lions Club also
offered free digital eye screenings
at the Crossett branch of Timberline
Credit Union Friday.

The annual Go Red Gala will be
Feb. 21 at the Multi Ministry Center
at the First Baptist Church of
Crossett, and will be followed by
the annual Family Zumbathon
scheduled for Feb. 23 in Hamburg.
At the annual gala, Ashley County
Go Red shares with women about
how to recognize a heart attack or
heart disease, and those who have
had previous experiences with cardiac episodes share their stories.
This year’s keynote speaker is
Family Nurse Practitioner Cheryl
Rabalais with Ashley Health
Services.

The special enteratainment for
the gala will be provided by violinist Samuel Ross Garcia, who is the
13-year old son of Dr. and Mrs.
Robert Garcia of Crossett.
Samuel was the 2018 overall
winner in the Stella Boyles Smith
Concerto Competition at the
University of Arkansas—Little
Rock. The competition was sponsored by the Little Rock Symphony
Orchestra Guild for musicians ages
12 to 18, and Samuel played the
first movement of the Violin
Concerto in E minor by Felix
See GO RED, Page 5A

