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SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVER

Ashley County Medical Center is 
welcoming board-certified Family 
Nurse Practitioner Cyndi Bryan as the 
newest provider at its new clinic, Ashley 
Family Clinic. 

Bryan received a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing from the University of 
Louisiana at Monroe. She went on to 
receive a Master of Science in Nursing-
Family Practitioner from Mississippi 
University for Women. 

 “We are excited to have Cyndi join 
our ACMC family and continue to offer 
excellent patient care,” ACMC Chief 
Executive Officer Phillip Gilmore said. 
“She has devoted a num-
ber of years serving the 
citizens of Crossett, Ashley 
County, and the surround-
ing areas, and will contin-
ue to do so in our new 
clinic, Ashley Family 
Clinic.”

Bryan said she is “very 
pleased to be joining the 
ACMC team.”

“I am looking forward to continuing 
to serve patients in Ashley County and 
the surrounding area,” she said.

Ashley Family Clinic is located at 
124 Ray Lochala Road in Crossett on 
the back side of the ACMC Outreach 
Center. 

Ashley Family Clinic will be open 
May 6. 

Bryan is now taking appointments for 
the opening and accepting new patients. 

Those who are interested may call 
870-364-0590 to make an appointment.

Bryan

Bryan, ACMC to 
open new family 
clinic in Crossett 
starting May 6
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BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The 49th Annual World Famous 
Armadillo Festival will kick off 
this week in Hamburg. 

The festival begins Wednesday, 
May 1, with the carnival opening 
from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. nightly  
through Friday. There will be arm-
band specials Wednesday and 2 to 
4 p.m. Saturday. 

Thursday will see a crawfish and 
karaoke night from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
the festival grounds and the carni-
val will stay open until 11 p.m. 

Friday night will be Pachanga 
Night  from 6 to 8 p.m. and the 
street dance will be from 8 to 11 
p.m. The night will feature a spe-
cial DJ and Hispanic themed food 
at 6 p.m. 

Saturday morning will start with 
a pancake breakfast at 6 a.m. at 
First United Methodist Church fol-
lowed by the Ashley County Cares 
5K/1 Mile run walk. 

The Fun Run will follow at 9:30 
a.m., starting at the Ashley County 
Health Department with awards 
presented in the gazebo on the 
town square at 10:30 a.m. 

Other events at the gazebo 
include Armadillo Trivia at 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m., an Armadillo Eating 
Contest at 12 p.m. and various live 
music groups starting at 3 p.m. 

The first band of the afternoon 
will be the Cummings Prison Band 
followed by the Haylee Creek Boys 

Armadillo Fest 
runs through 
end of week, 
carnival nightly

COMMUNITY Storm in southern Ashley County was 
EF2 TORNADO

An EF-2 tornado crossed into Ashley County 
Thursday morning, damaging homes of 
residents who live near the county line. 

Jared Floyd, the chief meteorologist with the National Weather Service 
in Jackson, said Thursday’s tornado was one of six that morning that touched 

down in the area the Jackson office serves
The tornado was said to be from the storm that caused the deadly tornadoes 

in Ruston, La., earlier Thursday morning. 
The National Weather Service report said that the Morehouse Parish, La.-Ashley  

County tornado touched down just before 2:42 a.m. in Morehouse Parish approxi-
mately eight miles northwest of Beekman and traveled across the state line. The tor-

nado was rated EF-2 by the NWS with winds over 110  miles per hour and a damage range 
of 16.2 miles from touchdown to lift off. 
“The tornado began in the marshy backwaters southeast of the Upper Ouachita National 

Wildlife Refuge and shifted northeast to the intersection of Martin Trail and Lake Road where 
it snapped several large softwood trees and limbs and uprooted several trees,” the report said. 

“The storm then continued to northeast of to the intersection of Mound Road and Tram Road where 
it contined to snap softwood trees and begun to uproot hardwoods.”

A NWS spokesperson in Jackson said the tornado crossed the state line at Louisiana 
Highway 143, which becomes Arkansas Highway 133 at approximately 3 a.m., where it 
continued to snap and uproot trees. 

The report said there was damage to the 
Arkansas rural residential areas around Ashley 
203, Ashley 201, Ashley 2, Ashlely 228, Ashley 
714, and the intersection of Ashley 4 and the 
railroad tracks west of U.S. Highway 425 before 
the storm lifted off at approximately 3:02 a.m. 

“The tornado then went northeast snapping 
and uprooting softwood and hardwood trees 
along Highway 425 and lifted at the intersection 
of Highway 425 and Highway 82, but not before 
uprooting and snapping hardwood and softwood 
trees,” it said.  

Hamburg resident Linda Ingram reported to 
officials that she had damage to her residence on 
Ashley Road 4 East. There were reportedly six 
trees down on her property which is located near 
Highway 425 S. 

“We tracked this tornado right along Ashley Road 4,” an NWS spokesperson said on 
Monday about Ingram’s report.  

Ashley 2 West resident Jennifer Buffington said her property and the surrounding area 
was severely damaged. 

Buffington said that some of the first responders told her she had the worst damage on 
this side of the state line. 

“The neighborhood in Morehouse Parish that had damage is behind my pasture,” Buffington 
said. 

On Monday morning, Buffington said that she had approximately 15 trees down in her pasture 
and that her home currently had a hole in the roof where it was 

STORY BY 
VAL GAUGHT

The EF2 tornado that traveled through southern 
Ashley County Thursday damaged homes in Ashley 
County and Morehouse Parish and threw loose out-
doors equipment, such as the basketball goal at bot-
tom, or the trampoline at right, to different locations.

BROOKLYN WHEELER and JENNIFER BUFFINGTON/Submitted
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BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Ashley County Hope at Home hosted 
its first Hope Fest on Friday and orga-
nizers said it was a success. 

The group plans to make Hope Fest an 
annual event as well as other fundraisers 
throughout the year.

Last Tuesday, ACHH hosted a 
Survivors Banquet to honor local cancer 
survivors and on Friday kicked off Hope 
Fest. 

Hope Fest featured live music, food 
vendors, a survivor walk, a luminary 
lighting and other events for the com-
munity to enjoy. 

Teams from local businesses, church-
es, schools  and even a few individual 
groups formed with each one providing 
something at the event to raise money. 

The teams that participated in the 
event raised money for ACHH. Officials 
with the group were not able to share a 
final fundraising count as of press time.

Hope at Home is a new non-profit 

organization that will fundraise annual-
ly, but will keep one hundred percent of 
the proceeds in Ashley County.

The funds will be used to help local 
cancer patients, survivors and their fam-
ilies. 

“All of the money will stay local and 
we hope that will encourage more peo-
ple to participate and support us,” Tonya 
Cooper said. 

ACHH will be strictly a volunteer 
organization which will cut down on the 
expenses that other non-profit organiza-
tions have. 

Hope at Home will not have salaried 
employees and some of the other over-
head and operating expenses that larger 
benefit organizations incur throughout 
the year.

Hope at Home will also use commu-
nity locations to host meetings and plan, 
therefore won’t have building or utility 
expenses.

“We are really excited about this new 
journey and we hope the community will 
continue to support us,” Cooper said.

Funds from first Hope Fest will stay local

Participants at Hope Fest walk the track at Yarbrough Field as part 
of the night’s activities Friday. Hope Fest was a fundraiser for Hope 
at Home, a group that raises funds to support cancer patients and 
caregivers.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer
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