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Driver escapes car submerged after hydroplane

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A Bastrop woman hydroplaned and 
landed underwater in a ditch south of 
Crossett last Thursday morning.

Ashley County Sheriff’s Department 
Deputy Michael Vorhease said a Bastrop 
woman — who he declined to identify 
— was traveling south on U.S. Highway 
133 before daylight May 9 when the inci-
dent happened. 

The woman’s vehicle landed in the 
ditch between Ashley 5 and Ashley 3, 
approximately three miles south of 
Ashley 3, which was swollen with sev-
eral feet of water from flooding that fol-
lowed after heavy rains the night before. 

“It was so dark she couldn’t see the 

Heavy rains forced 
road, school closures 
across Ashley County

water and she just hydroplaned,” 
Vorhease said.

The vehicle was completely sub-
merged in the ditch and was left there 
with only the tire visible for several hours 
until it could be safely removed. 

“I couldn’t even tell what kind of 
vehicle it was, all I could see was the tire, 
but it was a passenger car,” Vorhease said.

Vorhease said the woman climbed out 
of the vehicle on her own, but it was too 
dangerous for the tow truck or wrecker 
service to remove the vehicle for several 
hours.

ACSO Deputy Hunter Smith worked 
the accident and reported no injuries and 
no other passengers. 

The same rains caused considerable 
flash flooding around Ashley County, 
forcing the closure of at least 16 roads. 

The Crossett and Hamburg school 
districts suspended classes for the day in 
response to the high water so student 
safety was not endangered crossing sub-
merged roadways.

A Bastrop woman — who officials declined to identify — was able to escape her 
submerged car after it swerved into a deep ditch after hydroplaning May 9. The 
water was high on the road because of heavy rains from the previous night.

JEREMY CALDWELL/News Observer

PLANE CRASHES AT AIRPORT

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer
The single-engine airplane piloted by Jerry Osment of Crossett flipped and skidded upside down following difficulty during 
takeoff on a flight Monday. Osment escaped without serious injuries.

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A Crossett man crashed his 
plane on the Jack Stell Field 
Airport runway Monday. 

The incident happened at 
approximately 9 a.m. when the 
plane, Tail No. N8448S, registered 
to Jerry Osment of Crossett, appar-
ently left the runway and skidded 
upside in the grassy area nearby 
after the pilot reportedly had issues 
during take off. 

A family member said Osment 
was not badly injured in the 
impact. 

First responders with the 
Crossett and Unity Frost Prairie 
fire departments, the Crossett 
police and Ashley County Sheriff’s 
Department, and ProMed 
Ambulance all responded at the 

airport following the crash. 
Federal Aviation Administration 

officials were notified of the crash 
shortly after it happened, officials 
said at the scene.

Crossett Police Chief J.W. Cruce 

said that the National 
Transportation Safety Board will 
ultimately be responsible for 
investigating the incident. 

No other information was avail-
able at press time. 

Early voting 

for Hamburg 

schools tax 

is underway

ELECTION

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Early voting for the Hamburg 
School District’s proposal to 
increase its millage rate from 35.5 
mills to 39.5 mills opened Tuesday. 

The proposed 4-mills would raise 
an estimated $438,980 a year, 
allowing the HSD to issue up to 
$7.8 million in bonds to pay for 
constructing and equipping new 
school facilities and making addi-
tions and improvements to existing 
school facilities. 

At the polls, a for vote is cast in 
favor of increasing the Hamburg 
School District property tax rate by 
4 mills, from 35.5 mills to 39.5 
mills, and issuing up to $7.8 million 
in bonds to pay for building and 
equipping new school facilities and 
making additions and improve-
ments to existing school facilities.

An against vote means the voter 
is not in favor of increasing the 
millage.

 At a December public hearing 
about the proposal, district officials 
said the $7.8 million bond issue 
would be used for improvements to 
all of the buildings in the district 
with the majority of the improve-
ments made at the Hamburg High 
School Campus, though other 
schools are included. 

Approximately $1,500,000 of the 
bonds would be used to create a 
space for an Alternative Learning 

Funds would be 
used for school 
improvement

See TAX VOTE, Page 3A

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett School Board 
approved Monday the bid proposal 
for construction of the parking lot, 
ticket booth and sidewalk at 
Yarborough Field, and the contrac-
tor said it would be finished before 
next season.

Mike Webb, the Crossett School 
District’s construction consultant, 
presented the bids to the school 
board. 

Mizell Heating and Air had the 
lowest combined bid for the elec-
trical and HVAC work, which 
totaled around $45,000. 

Webb said the general contract-
ing was estimated to cost around 
$399,500 and that the construction 
consulting fee was approximately 

$35,311.  
Crossett Superintendent Gary 

Williams said that the district was 
in sound financial shape and that 
he felt this would be 
something that would 
benefit the school for 
years to come. 

The school board 
approved the bids as 
presented and the con-
struction will start 
within a few weeks. 

School board mem-
ber Eddie Goodson asked about the 
potential threat of rain and what 
that would mean for construction.

“If we get 19 days of rain of 
June again, like we did last year, 
will this still be ready?” Goodson 
said.

Webb said that because this was 

a much smaller project than the 
new school construction was, he 
didn’t see any issues with finishing 
by the proposed deadline and that 
it would be ready in time for next 
school year. 

In other news: 
4The board approved the out-

of-state travel request presented by 
Melissa Martar for the Crossett 
Middle School Beta Club to travel 
Oklahoma City in June for a con-
ference.
4The board accepted a bid by 

Chatwell to become the new food 
service management company for 
the district.
4The board approved the 

School Improvement Plans for 
each building as presented by each 
building’s principal.
4The board approved Williams’ 

personnel recommendations, 
including hiring Hannah 
Blankenship as a CHS math teach-
er. 

Cristin Dubose and Alan Riley 
were both hired as middle school 
teachers and Bonnie Smith was 
hired as a special education teach-
er for Crossett Elementary. 

The board also approved the 
transfer of Pam Harper from her 
position as kindergarten teacher at 
Crossett Learning Center to a spe-
cial education teacher at Crossett 
Elementary School. 

The licensed resignations the 
board accepted included Colin 
Wilkerson, Patricia Staley, Kenya 
Thompson and Ginger Rutherford. 
The classified resignations includ-
ed Susan Swan, Christy Rice and 
Teresa Barnes. 

Williams

Crossett School Board approves bids for construction

No serious injuries result from incident at Jack Stell Field

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Ashley County Quorum Court’s 
justices contended Tuesday that they 
couldn’t approve an ambulance propos-
al from the City of Hamburg without 
more information.

The justices also said they could not 
vote to modify an ultimatum about dis-
patching services the county provides 
for Hamburg that they voted on last 
month.

The justices’ discussion about the 
issues came at the Quorum’s regular 
monthly meeting after the Quorum 
Court and the city of Hamburg have 
each presented proposed agreements to 
the other, one regarding ambulance ser-
vice and one regarding dispatch servic-
es. 

The county currently provides dis-
patch services for Hamburg, and for the 
last several months the two governments 
have disagreed regarding the amount 
owed for the services. The Quorum’s 
budget committee has said that the past 
due balance is approximately $98,000. 

The committee previously said the 
issue would be tabled until the Quorum’s 
attorney had time to research their 
options. The committee has presented a 
contract to cover services from Jan. 1, 
2019 forward, however, to the entire 
Quorum. 

Following the Quorum’s vote, the 
contract was presented to Hamburg 
Mayor Dane Weindorf on Monday with 

Justices set 
special meeting 
for ambulance, 
dispatch issues
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See QUORUM, Page 5A

Brisby welds way 
to state champ 
title with flag, 

eagle fabrication

SCHOOLS

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A Crossett High School student 
won a state welding competition 
with a project he spent more than a 
week’s worth of active hours creat-
ing.

Chris Brisby is one of the CHS 
students who attends the the 
University of Arkansas at Monticello 
Crossett Technology Campus weld-
ing program that allows Crossett 
students interested in the trade of 
welding to start earning a welding 
certification while in high school.

Along with his instructor, Donnie 
Dubose, Brisby presented one of his 
class projects to the Crossett School 
Board Monday night, announcing 
that the project had won at the 2019 
SkillsUSA welding art sculpture 
contest. 

Brisby had welded a Crossett 
Eagle between the American flag 
and the Arkansas state flag, and was 
named state champion for his eagle 
sculpture. He will now go on to 

See WELDING, Page 3A


