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Quorum declines to make change or hire attorney
Judge: Public would like different meeting time Justice says hiring legal counsel is 

not the business of the Quorum CourtBY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

When Ashley County Judge Jim 
Hudson presented the Quorum 
Court with the idea of changing its 
monthly meeting times, the Quorum 
would not budge.

The Quorum Court meets at 2:30 
p.m. the second Tuesday of the 
month. Hudson said that he has had 
multiple people ask why the meet-
ings are not in the evening. 

“It’s not up to me, it’s up to y’all, 
but there are a lot of people who 
want to be here,” Hudson said. 

Hudson said that doing the meet-
ing at 6 p.m. would mean that 
people wouldn’t have to take off 
work. 

“I like 2:30 just fine,” Justice 
Ricky Sims said. 

Justice Rhonda Pippen said that 

she had children and could not do 
evening meetings.

Justice Hiram Taylor suggested 
that the meetings be moved as a 
test, but the idea didn’t go over 
with the other Quorum 
Court members. 

“It’s always been at 
2:30, and 2:30 has 
always worked before,” 
Pippen said. 

Justice Ronnie 
Wheeler made a motion 
to continue the meet-
ings on the second Tuesday and the 
motion passed. 

Hudson said there are no limita-
tions and that the decision is strict-
ly up to the Quorum Court. 

“I don’t know how long they’ve 
been at 2:30 or when that decision 
was made, but I’ve been here for 
two years and it has been that way 

the entire time,” Hudson said. 
Hudson said he simply suggested 

the change to the court in Tuesday’s 
meeting because of the volume of 
complaints he receives about the 
time. 

“It’s not been just a few, I’ve had 
several people come to me and say 
they would be there if it was in the 
evening,” Hudson said. “If people 
want to be there, we want them 
there,” Hudson said. 

In neighboring counties, the 
Quorum Court meets either in the 
morning or in the evening. The 
Chicot County Quorum Court has 
its meetings at 9 a.m., and the 
Drew County Quorum Court meets 
at 7 p.m. 

Hudson said the majority of the 
people complaining suggested eve-
ning meetings. There are also com-

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Ashley County Quorum 
Court postponed hiring a new attor-
ney after a justice of the peace sug-
gested that it was illegal for the 
Quorum to hire employees. 

County Judge Jim Hudson pre-
sented the court with an ordinance, 
2019-1, to hire attorney David 
Harrod as the Quorum Court’s legal 
counsel.  

The ordinance was met with an 
objection, however, from a new 
justice.

“We can’t hire employees, that is 
not our job,” Justice Ron Mills 
said. 

Mills said that the court could 
allocate the funds, but that they 

could not directly hire anyone. 
Other members of the Quorum 

interjected that they had always 
hired an attorney through an ordi-
nance. 

“I was under the impression that 
the attorney is hired to advise the 
Quorum Court, not just as an 
employee of Judge Hudson,” 
Justice Jeff Langley said. 

Mills told the court that he had 
received advice from a law firm in 
Little Rock that said the Quorum 
Court could not hire employees.

Other members of the court 
maintained that the court had con-
tracted with an attorney through 
ordinance for years, and they would 
need more information before 
changing the process. 

Hudson

See ATTORNEY, Page 3See MEETING, Page 3

BY VAL GAUGHT
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A Parkdale man has been arrested for 
an alleged New Year’s Eve murder.  

Deputies with the Ashley County 
Sheriff’s Department responded to a call 
of an injured person  in the 
300 block of School Street 
in Parkdale at approximate-
ly 11 p.m. Dec. 31. The 
deputies found the injured 
man, later identified as Jesse 
Burton, in that area. 

Officials later said Burton 
was apparently burned with 
gasoline.

Burton was transported to the the 
Chicot County Memorial Medical Center, 
where he died from his injuries. 

Ashley County Sheriff Tommy 
Sturgeon said a doctor at CCMMC noti-
fied one of the investigators at approxi-

Murder charge 
filed after man 
dies of burns 
from gasoline

CRIME

BY VAL GAUGHT
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A jury trial has been set for the 
man charged in the January 2018 
murder of a Crossett woman. 

Brian J. Russell of Crossett is 
charged with the death of Shannon 
Jordan Ridener. An order filed in the 
Ashley County Clerk’s Office set a 
pre-trial hearing for Russell before 
10th Judicial District Circuit Judge 
Bynum Gibson at 9 a.m. Jan. 22. 
Russell’s jury trial will be the week 
of Feb. 5 in the Ashley County 
Courthouse in Hamburg. 

Russell was charged with Murder 
I, Abuse of Corpse and Possession 
of Firearm by Certain Persons in the 
spring of 2018. Russell went for a 
mental evaluation in the fall of 2018 
and is now scheduled for jury trial. 
A forensic evaluation filed in 
November stated that “at the time of 
the alleged offenses Russell did not 
have a mental disease or mental 

February trial 
set for suspect 

in Ridener 
murder case 

JUSTICE SYSTEM
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Crossett High School’s home-
coming queen represented Arkansas 
at the Liberty Bowl Celebration of 
Queens in Memphis last month. 

Toynisha Hampton is a senior at 
Crossett High School and was 
crowned the 2018-2019 homecom-
ing queen in October. After win-
ning the title, Hampton was invited 
to the Autozone Liberty Bowl to 
participate in the bowl’s annual 
Celebration of Queens event. 

Each year a select group of 
homecoming queens from across 
the country are invited to Memphis 
for a half-time presentation and 

many other activities known as the 
Celebration of Queens.   

According to its Website, over 
the AutoZone Liberty Bowl’s sixty 
year history, one of the Bowl’s 
trademarks is the Queen Ceremony 
when queens come to Memphis 
from all across America.

“I was so honored to represent 
our school, city and state as queen,” 
Hampton said. 

While in Memphis during Bowl 
Week, Hampton said she was able 
to participate in  many events and 
activities while representing the 
state of Arkansas and Crossett 
High School.

On the day before the game, 

Crossett’s Hampton represents state at Liberty Bowl

Crossett High School senior Toynisha Hampton, center, participated in the Au-
tozone Liberty Bowl’s annual Celebration of Queens. Part of her participation in-
cluded a stop at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 
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The Southeast Arkansas Economic 
Development District is working to 
find funding for a major railroad 
upgrade project. 

Patricia Hargrove with SAED said 
Monday that the district is currently 
seeking grant funds to upgrade the 
90 miles of railroad track that runs 
from McGehee to Tallulah, La. 

Hargrove said upgrading the track 
will not only help the businesses that 
already use the rail service, but could 
also attract new ones to the area. 

The SAED hopes to upgrade the 
track with higher quality rail that will 
allow the trains to travel at a higher 
rate of speed. Hargrove said the 
upgrade will open the area up to 
businesses that can’t use the current 
track. 

“When they are carrying agricul-
tural projects they can travel at a 
lower rate of speed, but those trans-
porting chemicals have to travel at a 
faster rate,” Hargrove said. “We want 
to attract businesses to the area and 
we don’t want to limit ourselves.” 

The track needs total renovation 
and the ports along the track need 
renovation as well. 

Hargrove said that $6 million has 
already been invested in the project 
and the project is going to cost some-
where in the ballpark of $45 million. 
The SEAD team is working to sub-
mit a federal grant application for 
twenty million dollars. 

Hargrove said if the SAED is 
awarded the grant, it will be huge for 
the now 10-year-old project. 

District seeks 
funding for 
regional rail 
expansion

BUSINESS OATH OF OFFICE

Ashley County officials, including new 
Fountain Hill Mayor Ulrica Trotter, gath-
ered at the county courthouse Jan. 1 to 
take their oaths of office for their terms 
that started that day.  At left, Hamburg 
City Attorney Paul Keith and Crossett 
City Attorney James Hamilton renewed 
their oaths of office, as did Justice of 
the Peace Carlton Lawrence, right, 
among others.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer


