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Five candidates jump into Crossett mayor’s race
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Five candidates have stepped
forward asking voters to consider
them to be Crossett’s next elected
mayor.
In addition to Councilman Dale
Martinie and Interim Mayor
Crystal Marshall, who announced
their intentions to run last week,
businessman
Kevin
Cosby,
Assistant Parks And Recreation
Director Sarah Hollimon and pastor the Rev. David Newberry have
qualified to run for the position.
Cosby announced his candidacy
in a video on social media Monday
night. He said when considering
the run he was accepting the challenge from people who had asked
him to step up and enter the race.

Cosby — who owns Cosby’s
Greenhouse and Garden — said he
is proud to be a longtime resident and to
call Crossett his hometown, and that as
mayor he would, “give
110 percent from daylight to dawn.”
Cosby
“I can remember the
days when Crossett
was growing and thriving and we were moving forward,” he said.
“There were opportunities for the kids —
the youth — the people
to enjoy and (to) enjoy Hollimon
a quality of life, of
family, (of) a familyfriendly atmosphere. We offered
things that would keep people here

that would allow people to graduate and stay here.
“Those opportunities have become few
and far between and
we now need to make
sure we move Crossett
forward in a better
direction.”
Hollimon said she Marshall
came to her decision to
run after a considerable amount of prayer
and assessing what her
life has prepared her
for in the three years
since she has moved
back to her hometown. Martinie
“When I first moved
back and started working down at the pool, and then that
turned the Parks and Recreation

position, and then that turned into
a flurry of events and projects, and
people kept mentioning, ‘You should run,
you should run,’” she
said.
“I just laughed it off
and said, ‘I am flourishing with Parks and
Recreation, and I don’t Newberry
want to get out of that
role.”
But then, Hollimon said, “The
more I was in it, I saw that this role
could benefit Crossett.”
Newberry was the pastor of First
Baptist Church-Main Street from
late 1989 to 2000. He has also
worked in the insurance field, and
moved back to the area two years
ago. He now serves as the pastor of
Southside Baptist Church in

Hamburg.
“I believe I can best serve
Crossett as mayor for two main
reasons,” Newberry said in his
election announcement.
“First, I deeply love and appreciate this town and it’s people.
Moving back to Crossett after having been away for 18 years brought
to us a deep, heartfelt knowledge
that we were home.
“Second, it is my belief that the
experience gained in administering
the churches I’ve pastored and
managing the large insurance
agency I owned in Houston, all
helped prepare me for this task.
My skills are based in the ability to
listen to people, discover the need
and then seek the advice of the
people around me to come up with
See MAYOR, Page 3

ASHLEY COUNTY

County budget
committee
projects coming
revenue shortfall
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Ashley County Quorum
Court’s budget committee is expecting to see a 35 percent dip in funds
that had previously been
budgeted to run the
county.
The news was delivered as this month’s quorum court meeting was
conducted outside on the
Ashley County court- Langley
house lawn in an effort
to practice safe social distancing. It
was the first time the Quorum had
met since the March meeting.
Justice Jeff Langley told the court
that the committee had asked the
county department heads to be cautious and cut back on spending.
Langley said that he had Ashley
See QUORUM, Page 3

EDUCATION

Delayed dates
for graduation
set, ride planned
for CHS seniors
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Ashley County’s high school
seniors will celebrate their graduations in non-traditional ways over
the coming weeks, but there will be
traditional ceremonies later in the
summer for Crossett and Hamburg
schools.
The middle of May is typically
filled with graduation festivities,
but this year those activities were
canceled and the traditional ceremonies postponed because of social
distancing concerns in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Crossett Interim Mayor Crystal
Marshall said the city has put
together a ride for seniors, which
will be at 3:30 p.m. Friday, May 15,
in downtown Crossett.
Crossett High School will have a
virtual graduation ceremony at 6
p.m. May 22 via Facebook and
YouTube, and a traditional ceremony is scheduled for July 25 with the
time and place to be announced at a
later date.
Hamburg’s graduation ceremony
See GRADUATION, Page 3

SALES TAX
ADOPTED
Half-cent initiative will
be used to fund East
Crossett Sewer Project
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The half-cent sales tax to fund the East Crossett
Sewer Project passed with 72 percent of the vote.
Turnout for the election, however, was low, with
only 11.7 percent of Crossett voters casting their
ballots in early or Election Day voting.
Crossett has 3,131 registered voters. A total of
368 showed up at the polls to vote on the proposed
sewer tax. Of the voters who participated in the
election, 265 voted in favor of the tax and 103
against it.
The City of Crossett has previously committed
to the East Crossett Sewer Project, which officials
say has become increasingly necessary as business
expands not only at the Crossett Industrial Park
but along Unity and Fairview Roads.
“This is a huge win for Crossett, Ashley County,
and southeast Arkansas,” Crossett’s Interim
Mayor Crystal Marshall said. “Thank you to the
voters who believed in and shared our vision for
growth and expansion of our vital industry infrastructure. This is a pivotal moment in Crossett’s
history and will lay the framework for the jobs of
tomorrow.”
Potential funding for the project could come
from two sources, either by raising sewer rates
or adding a half cent sales tax. Officials with the
sewer commission voiced their opposition to
raising rates prior to the election.
Shoppers will begin seeing the tax on their
receipt in the near future. Crossett City Attorney
James Hamilton said his office should have the
official start date by the end of the week.

Voters in Crossett adopted the half-cent sales tax
to fund the East Crossett Sewer Project with 72
percent of ballots cast in favor of the measure.

Crossett Rodeo postponed because of distancing rules
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett Riding Club’s PRCA
Rodeo has not been canceled, but a
club spokesman said it has been
postponed until the club can make
sure they are following the guidelines for public events in the era of
COVID-19.
“It’s not that we don’t want to
have a rodeo, but the way they have
(the current guidelines) set up now
we wouldn’t be able to have any
fans there,” said Belvin Hamm with
the Crossett Riding Club.
The Crossett Riding Club had its
annual PRCA rodeo scheduled for
the last week of May — which
would have been the second year for
it to be set for a spring date — but
because of the COVID-19 outbreak

organizers had to postpone it.
Hamm said the CRC will meet on
May 26 to discuss the future of the
rodeo.
The Crossett rodeo, which was
always held in late summer, was
moved to May last year for a number of reasons.
One reason was that a large rodeo
in Fort Smith was held the third
week of May putting Crossett’s
Rodeo in the path of travelers leaving that rodeo headed for their next
destination. The change was made
in the hope that the Fort Smith rodeo
would bring more traffic to Crossett.
Hamm said Crossett is working
with the people of Fort Smith with
NEWS OBSERVER/File photo
the hope of keeping that same pattern and have Crossett’s rodeo fol- A bull fighter runs from a bull during the 2019 Crossett Riding Club PRCA rodeo in this
file photo. The 2020 rodeo is on hold until organizers can get guidance on how to best
lowing the one in Fort Smith.
host it in line with distancing rules in place because of the COVID-19 outbreak.
See RODEO, Page 3

