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W
hen Hope Wall was a young 
girl, she got a chance to 
travel the country one post-

card at a time.
Her grandparents, Debbie and John 

McClain, went on a trip across the coun-
try and sent postcards to all of their 
grandchildren nieces and nephews. 
Getting each of those postcards felt like 
an occasion for Wall.

“I was just sitting by the mailbox 
waiting to see what they were going to 
send next, to see where they were going 
next,” she said. “I wished i was on the 
back of the motorcycle so bad. I remem-
ber wanting to be a part, and that was 
them making me a part by including me, 
by sending me these postcards. 

“I was plotting the course in my mind 
by getting those cards.”

Her mother put the postcards in a 
scrapbook. Eventually life went on, and 
in the course of several moves of house 
the scrapbook was lost in the shuffle.

Fast forward to Mother’s Day 2020.
Wall had just gotten home when her 

phone started alerting her of messages. 
At first she thought it was someone who 
was trying to contact her about her job, 
but the she saw the message was from 
Holly Wilcox — who at that time she did 
not know.

Wilcox had found the book in the 
Crossett Public Library’s book sale 
room.

“(She) starts telling me, “I went to the 
library to look for a book.’ It was just 
laying on the table, and she peeled back 
one of the postcards and saw it was (to) 
a Crossett address. Right there on the 
postcard was ‘Hope Wall.’”

Even though Wall no longer lived at 
the same address, Wilcox looked her up 
on social media.

When they met up the next day, the 
book didn’t look right. It was one of 
those quirks of memory, though. Even 
though in her child’s mind it had been a 
binder, the book was actually  spiral-
bound.

“It looked faintly familiar,” Wall said, 
though when she opened it and looked at 
one of the postcards, she knew it was the 
book she would whip out from time to 
time as a child to live vicariously through 
the messages that had been dispatched to 
her from someone else’s journey.

“Immediately, it was my gram’s pen-
manship. Immediately I started crying.”

Since getting the scrapbook back, 
Wall has looked through it many times, 
she said.

“I have only brought myself to peel 
back one or two,” she said. “I want to 
look and see what my gram wrote 
because she wrote me little notes. She 
wrote me a postcard, she said something, 
so i am really stuck in the middle of 
wanting to get into something and to 
preserve it.”

Wall’s grandparents live in Mississippi, 

and after she recovered the book she 
spoke to her grandmother about it.

“She and my grandpa could not believe 
this could happen, and she couldn’t 
believe how much the scrapbook meant 
to me,” Wall said.

Wall doesn’t know where the scrap-
book went between her initial possession 

more than a decade 
ago and when it returned to her.

But nonetheless, just as the post cards 
first came to a little girl waiting by the 
mailbox each week, they’ve made their 
way back again, bringing with them not 
only tales of a trip across the country but 
memories once thought lost.
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Scrapbook finds its way back to 
owner more than a decade after lost
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put back on the calendar as State 
of Arkansas loosens COVID-19 
guidelines.

The Crossett Riding Club 
announced that its 
PRCA rodeo will be 
held later this month 
after postponing its 
original May date. 

A riding club spokesman said 
the club would release details with 
their plans for social distancing 
and the changes they’ve had to 

make to accommodate those some 
time next week. 

Cherub Alford, who organizes 
the rodeo pageant, said 
that it too will go on in 
conjunction with the 
Crossett Rodeo, but 
she is still working on 

details as well and some events 
may have to look a little different 
this year. The new rodeo dates are 
June 24 to 27 starting with the 
annual parade downtown on June 

24.
The World Famous Armadillo 

Festival that the Hamburg Chamber 
of Commerce hosts the first week-
end every May had to be post-
poned. 

Hamburg Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Georganna 
Cossey said that the chamber is 
still working on all of the final 
details, but they have dates to 
release. 

Postponed area events given new dates 

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Several of the May and June 
events that were canceled or post-
poned earlier this year have been 

Crossett Riding Club 
PRCA rodeo set to  
be June 24 to 27

See EVENTS, Page 3

COMMUNITY

City planning 
vigil at police 
department 
in Crossett
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REPORTER

Crossett city officials are call-
ing for change and asking the 
community to join with them, 
starting with a prayer vigil.

Mayor Crystal Marshall said 
Tuesday that while the city was 
still working on the final details 
of the event, she wanted to start 
spreading the word of a vigil 
being hosted in light of recent 
events around the nation.  

“In recognition of the pain in 
our hearts, we are hosting a com-
munity wide fellowship vigil in 
honor of Mr. George Floyd,” 
Marshall said. “We are encour-
aging the community to come 
together for food, 
fellowship, and a 
moment of silence 
for Mr. Floyd.”

Floyd was a man 
who died after sev-
eral Minneapolis 
police officers held 
him down as one 
braced his knee against Floyd’s 
neck.  Protests in Minneapolis 
and around the nation followed, 
some of which have resulted in 
chaos as protests turned into 
riots. 

In some instances, third par-
ties not related to the protests 
have exploited their presence to 
try to cause friction or to commit 
criminal acts.  In other instances, 
the police have appeared to 
respond with force on otherwise 
apparently peaceful crowds.

In Little Rock, five people 
were arrested Monday night 
when they began to destroy 
property, Gov. Asa Hutchinson 
said. All five were Arkansas res-
idents.

Southern Arkansas has 
remained peaceful. A small 
group picketed outside the 
Crossett Police Department ear-
lier this week.

The Crossett event will be on 
the lawn of the Crossett Police 
Station. Marshall said she chose 
the location to show that the 
Crossett Government and 
Crossett Police want to join in 
the stand against police brutality 
and social injustice.

“We want our city to come 
together and support the move-
ment for change, so please join 
us as we stand together to remem-
ber and honor the life of George 
Floyd,” Marshall said.

Police Chief JW Cruce said it 
is important the residents of the 
community know where he 
stands and that he, and his staff, 
support the movement for 
change.

“I can’t promise that nothing 
like that will ever again, but what 
I can promise is to stand with you 
if it does, to call out the officers 
who are in the wrong, and to help 
fight for change,” Cruce said.

Cruce

See VIGIL, Page 3

Mainline Health Sys-
tems hosted a mobile 
COVID-19 testing site 
in Crossett May 28. A 
Hamburg testing loca-
tion is scheduled for 
June 3 and will start at 
10 a.m. Testing at that 
location will also be 
available until supplies 
run out or until 3 p.m.

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

MOBILE TESTING

CELEBRATION

Community 
Juneteenth 

parade set to 
roll June 13
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Even though some parts of 
the celebration have been 
moved to the fall, Crossett’s 
Juneteenth parade will roll 
June 13.

The parade will start lining 
at Crossett High School at 
3:30 p.m. The route will be the 
same as the graduation parade 
that was held last month, trav-
eling south on Martin Luther 
King Drive and turning left on 
Main Street before traveling 
down Main to 
Second Avenue. 
After turning left 
on Second 
Avenue, the 
parade will take a 
left on MLK and 
travel back to 
CHS.

City officials 
had planned to celebrate the 
new pavilion at the Crossett 
Youth Center during this 
year’s Juneteenth festivities, 
but because of COVID-19 
restrictions some Juneteenth 
activities have been moved to 
the Fall.

The Juneteenth committee 
met with Mayor Crystal 
Marshall on Monday to dis-
cuss hosting a Juneteenth 
parade this month to celebrate 
the holiday, but decided to 
push other events to September.  

Even though COVID 
restrictions are loosening some 
of the committee members 
said they didn’t want to take 
any chances.

Juneteenth, sometimes 
referred to as Freedom Day, is 
the oldest known celebration 
honoring the end of slavery in 
the United States on June 19, 
1865.

Juneteenth committee mem-
ber Roy Langstaff said that in 
the 1870s a group of former 
slaves pooled $800 together 
through local churches to pur-
chase 10 acres of land and cre-
ate Emancipation Park to host 
future Juneteenth celebrations 
in Houston. 

See JUNETEENTH, Page 3

Langstaff
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The federal government has given 
the green light to expand Felsenhal 
National Wildlife Refuge by approx-
imately 10,000 acres.

The expansion will be funded by 
$18.4 million that the Migratory Bird 
Conservation Commission directed 
from monies raised out of the sale of 
the Duck Stamp.

“Arkansas’s world-class duck 
hunting tradition is only enhanced 
when we preserve wildlife habitat,” 

said Sen. John Boozman. “The 
expansion of the Felsenthal National 
Wildlife Refuge will 
allow for responsible 
conservation efforts to 
ensure future genera-
tions of outdoor enthusi-
asts can continue partic-
ipating in and building 
on one of our state’s 
favorite pastimes that 
also drives significant 
economic activity.”

The 9,276 acres, all of which are 
adjacent to the refuge, are in Ashley 

and Union counties.
Felsenthal NWR Visitor Services 

Specialist Amanda Wilkinson said 
approximately 1,020 of the acres are 
in Ashley County, and are adjacent to 
the southernmost part of Pine Island.

“There is a significant biological 
value in support of the diversity of 
our wildlife species and habitats (in 
this addition),” Wilkinson said. “This 
is a positive step in these lands.”

Wilkinson said the addition will 
bring in additional corridors for 
migratory birds and bears, and for 
the refuge’s purposes in general.

Boozman

Felsenthal NWR to expand by 10,000 acres


