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Separate wrecks in Ashley 
County killed one out-of-state 
resident and seriously injured 
another in the last week.

The first happened at approxi-
mately 2:20 p.m. Oct. 3 when a 
2018 Peterbuilt driven by 
Azimdzhon Kholov, 28 of 
Fredrericksburg, Texas, collided 
with a 2000 Dodge Durango driv-
en by Mark Linely, 48, of 
Aberdeen, Miss., according to 
Elizabeth Chapman with the 
Arkansas State Police.

Chapman said said that Linely 
was traveling east on U.S. 
Highway 82, and as he approached 
the intersection of U.S. 425, he 
failed to stop at a stop sign. 
Chapman said Kholov was travel-
ing south on Highway 425 and 
was unable to avoid a collision 
when Linely failed to stop.  

The ASP accident report stated 
that Linely was entrapped and had 
to be extricated out of the vehicle 
and due to his condition he was 
unable to give a statement. 

Witnessesses in the area report 
that when the Peterbuilt over-
turned, the load of wood that it 
was hauling was scattered all over 
the highway. 
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BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett School District’s 
finance director reported that a pro-
posal about teacher salaries during the 
upcoming legislative session could 
affect smaller school districts, includ-
ing Crossett. 

Finance Director Norman Hill told 
the Crossett School Board Monday 
night stating that the dis-
trict is in “good shape.” 

But when school 
board member Eddie 
Goodson asked Hill if 
there were any upcom-
ing issues in the state 
legislature that the dis-
trict should be con-
cerned about, he  said there is discus-
sion of increasing teacher’s starting 
base salaries to $36,000 statewide. 
The Crossett District has a starting 
salary of $33,000.

“It sounds bad to say we don’t 
want to increase to $36,000, because 
I would like to see it go even higher, 
to $40,000 or more, but we can’t fund 
it though the smaller schools,” Hill 
said.

The finance director told the board 
there was already a deficit between 
the money the school receives as 
teachers move up on the pay matrix. 
The small increase could cost the dis-
trict hundreds of thousands of dollars.

“It sounds bad to send a group of 
people to say don’t increase the start-

Hill: Keep eye 
on legislative 

talk about 
teacher pay

CROSSETT SCHOOLS

See SCHOOLS, Page 2

Goodson

Justice: Quorum should not lead with negativity

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

A member of the Ashley County 
Quorum Court read a statement of sup-
port for the administration of Ashley 
County Medical Center and called on 
his fellow justices to avoid being 
“leaders in negative attitudes” at the 
Quorum’s meeting Tuesday.

Justice Carlton Lawrence read the 
statement in response to a discussion at 
last month’s Quorum meeting, during 
which some justices questioned if the 
ACMC administration was properly 
handling sales tax receipts earmarked 
for maintenance of the ACMC facility. 
The discussion arose when the Quorum 
took up the matter of renewing the 
Crossett Health Foundation’s lease of 
the county-owned hospital building.

Lawrence’s statement came after the 
Quorum’s attorney, Richard Byrd, pre-
pared a packet for the Quorum show-
ing the documents gov-
erning how the tax is 
spent, a detailed break-
down of purchases made 
using tax money, and a 
general statement of tax 
collections for the hospi-
tal since 2009.

Of particular issue for 
Lawrence was the allega-
tion by some justices that the hospital 
was supposed to set back approxi-
mately 50 percent of all sales tax pro-
ceeds.

“None of the language in any of the 
documents suggest or imply the setting 
aside of funds,” Lawrence said.

“As a voter in the 2016 election, I 

did not vote ‘yes’ to tax myself and 
others so that the hospital could set 
aside funds in case they needed them. I 
voted because the funds were needed 
presently.”

The documents he referenced were 
the two ordinances the Quorum Court 
enacted and the 2016 election ballot 
itself, which read, “FOR or AGAINST 
the levy of a one-fourth of one percent 
sales and use tax, the net collections of 
which ... shall be dedicated to and used 
by the County solely for the purpose 
for funding the costs and expenses 
associated with the maintenance of the 
Ashley County Medical Center build-
ing equipment and related capital 
improvements...”

Lawrence said the justices could not 
become “leaders in negative attitudes,” 
and instead said the Quorum should be 

thanking the hospital administration 
for not only using the sales tax funds 
— which amount to approximately 1 
percent of the hospital’s total budget 
— but contributing additional general 
revenue to the facility’s upkeep.

Byrd said that looking at the budget, 
“the sales tax is not running the hospi-
tal, but without that tax, it would be 
difficult to do maintenance at the hos-
pital.”

At the September Quorum meeting, 
some justices said information about 
the sales tax had been difficult to get, 
but Tuesday Byrd said it was readily 
available.

In a letter attached to the informa-
tion packet, Byrd reiterated the asser-
tion, writing that the information has 
been made accessible each month at 

Lawrence says ‘yes’ vote for hospital tax was to address immediate needs
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BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The Ashley County Quorum 
Court voted Tuesday to finalize 
the process started a year ago that 
will allow Georgia-Pacific 
Crossett to pursue what is known 
as an Act 9 development bond.

The Court adopted an initial 
resolution supporting the applica-
tion in October 2017. Tuesday’s 
vote is to execute the final stages 
of the bond agreement

Under the arrangement, the 
company could receive a 65 per-
cent tax abatement for the life of a 
25-year, $70 million bond attached 
to planned construction projects at 
the company’s Crossett mills.

George Guidry, the Regional 
Manager for State Government 
Affairs of Koch Public Sector, 
Baton Rouge, La — Koch 
Industries owns Georgia-Pacific 
— said Tuesday that approximate-
ly $61 million of the bond will go 
toward the expansion of the com-
pany’s Angel Soft line. The 
remainder of the balance will go 
toward two smaller projects that 
will update the mill and make it 
more efficient.

The spokesman said the Angel 
Soft expansion should be com-
pleted between the end of this 
month and the end of November, 
and all of the projects should be 
done by the end of the year.

When the justices asked if the 
upgrades will result in any loss of 
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BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

After four decades with the 
Crossett School District, Allen Jeter 
is hanging up his cap and heading 
out for the last time.

The Crossett School Board 
accepted Jeter’s resignation at its 
board meeting Monday night. 

“This is the first time in more 40 
years that Allen Jeter hasn’t been 
an employee of the Crossett School 
District,” school board member 
Eddie Goodson said after the meet-
ing. 

Jeter and his wife, Carla, moved 
to Crossett in 1977, both fresh out 
of Harding college. Jeter, who was 
originally from Monticello, said 
they didn’t plan to stay in Crossett 
long, but 41 years later, they are 
just now moving away. 

“We can’t say enough good about 
Crossett, we love Crossett and we 
always consider it home,” Jeter 
said. 

Jeter coached the Crossett Eagle 
baseball team until 2008, and was 
an Eagle assistant football coach 
until 2012. 

Jeter said he was employed under 
seven different superintendants and 
five different Eagle football coach-
es. 

Jeter was in Crossett during the 
years that the Crossett School and 
the Crossett Athletic Program were 
both “flying high.”

“Crossett was really something, 
they called us the University of 
Crossett,” Jeter said. 

Jeter said the football program in 
the early 1980s was tremendous, 
and out of 72 games, they only lost 
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Crossett High School marked its annual homecoming celebration with the presentation of the homecoming court and talent 
performances Friday. Above, Queen Toynisha Hampton and court escortsTyreke Caldwell and Trent Pullin react to a perfor-
mance. At bottom left, Layla Delk presents a praise dance, while at bottom right,  Amari Dempsey raps for the audience. For 
photos of the homecoming court, see p. 18

After 41 years, Jeter bidding Crossett goodbye

Former coach Allen Jeter, greeting Superintendent of Schools Gary Williams, was 
honored along with two other former Crossett Coaches, Bobby Richardson and 
Bobby McMahen, at Friday’s Homecoming game. Even after retiring from coaching 
in 2012, Jeter has continued to work for the Crossett School District as a bus driver. 
He is now leaving after 41 years in the area to be closer to family.See JETER, Page 2
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