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My commitment to Crossett goes 
much further back than the last five 
years. I do believe that public ser-
vants must be committed and avail-
able to be effective for their com-
munity. As my hometown of 
Crossett has experienced job losses 
and economic downturns, I have 
worked in various capacities in 
other towns around the country to 
provide a living for my family. 
Even when I was working out of 
town, I was available to help here 
in Crossett. 

Community involvement is 
important, not only because it 
shows a person’s commitment, but 
also because it’s an excellent way 
to connect with our town. My pas-
sion and dedication to our city 
began long before my decision to 
run for mayor.

With five years of commitment, 
Junior Auxiliary was my spring-
board into the community,  paving 
the way for me to pay-it-forward by 
helping with Angel-Tree and other 
“giving back” activities. 

The question posed to the 
Candidates for this week is a little 
confusing. The person asking the 
question and the other three candi-
dates all know my wife and I moved 
back to Crossett in May 2018 after a 
16-year absence. We sold our home 
here in November 2002 and com-
pleted our move to Ruston, La., at 
that time. Two years later we moved 
to Houston, Texas, after Sandy’s 
father passed away and became the 
caregivers of her mother for the next 
14 years. 

This week’s question asks how 
vital commitment is to the commu-
nity for a public servant and how 
each candidate has personally dem-
onstrated that commitment in the 
last five years. I think it is crucial to 
note that each of the five candidates 
has shown true commitment by even 
throwing their hat in the ring of this 
mayoral election discussion. To 
each of you, I tip that hat. Each can-
didate has a different knack or abil-
ity to shine and I think we all want a 
better Crossett. 

On any given day, you will see 
me with a shovel, hedge clippers, 
trash bag and gator gripper, clip-
board and calendar, Sunday School 
planner and Bible, lifeguard whis-
tle and buoy, and the list goes on...
because I do what it takes to 
enhance Crossett. This is my com-
mitment. One linked to drive, ener-
gy, action, compassion, communi-
ty, faith and love. And this commit-
ment cannot be measured in some-
thing as limiting as year incre-
ments.
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WEEK 4

Crossett mayoral candidates quiz each other on issues
Editor’s Note: Each week in the month of July, Crossett’s mayoral candidates will each answer a question about an issue that has been posed by one 
of the other candidates. By participating in the print forum, the candidates get a chance to discuss issues that they think should be a priority while 
giving the public a chance to understand how they will approach leading the city. The answers are presented as written by the candidates. Candidate 
Crystal Marshall submitted this week’s question.

Commitment to the community is vital for public servants to be effective. How have you personally 
demonstrated your commitment to our community and what have you done to show your support for 
Crossett over the last five years?

Crossett actions address collection rates, PILOT agreement
Garbage fee increase adopted to pay for junk pickup Council adopts resolutions in support 

of Internet, airport improvement grants 
BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The Crossett City Council Monday 
gave its blessing to seek grants that 
could improve local Internet service 
and the Crossett Municipal Airport.

Mayor Crystal Marshall brought 
the Internet matter to the council, 
telling the members that approxi-
mately $27 million is available in 
grant funds for broadband improve-

ments through Arkansas Rural 
Connect.

“Without a doubt rural communi-
ties are lagging behind in Internet 
infrastructure across our country, and 
Crossett is no exception. It causes 
issues with local businesses, students, 
our health community, our school 
system, our ability to recruit new 
business and citizens and more,” 
Marshall said.

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The Crossett City Council voted 
Monday to increase garbage rates rath-
er than charge a pickup fee for each 
time residents want junk removed.

Councilman Cary Carter brought the 
proposal for the change to the council, 
saying that after the pickup fee sched-
ule had been in place for a year, a city 
committee had reviewed it and recom-
mended the rate increase in its place.

“I think a lot of people are not call-
ing (for pickup) because 
of the price, the amount,” 
Carter said. 

“Nobody was calling 
and people were just put-
ting it out there and we 
were having to pick it up 
anyway.”

Instead of having a 
three-tiered pickup fee 
schedule based on the size of the load, 
Carter said the committee had come up 

with the solution of adding a $1 monthly 
increase to each residence’s garbage bill.

“They will be able to dispose of as 
many loads as they want for $12 a year 
instead of $15 a load,” he said.

While residents will still have to 
call for pick up like they do under the 
system in place since last year, if the 
junk truck is on the way to a scheduled 
pick up and the crew sees an unsched-
uled load, they can still remove it, 
Carter said.

SPORTS

CREST swim 
season under 

way even with 
restrictions

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The CREST swim team hosted a 
swim meet at the Crossett City Pool last 
weekend. Because of COVID-19, how-
ever, the meet had some non-traditional 
elements. 

CREST Coach Shannon Hornsby 
said the team hosted the “Fourth (not-
so) Annual Jacked-Up Relays. 

“But not quite the way we planned at 
the beginning of the season,” Hornsby 
said. 

 The meet was an inter-squad meet, 
meaning that only CREST swimmers 
attended. 

“While we are very saddened that 
we couldn’t host other teams this year, 
we felt it necessary to change plans in 

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

AND VAL GAUGHT

An executive order Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson signed last week that 
made mask wearing mandatory in 
Arkansas went into effect Monday.

The order does not have a built-
in expiration date, but is instead 
effective until the state of emer-
gency declared in connection with 
COVID-19 expires. Those who 
don’t follow the order can be fined 
up to $500.

The governor has said the man-
date is necessary to combat the 
spread of COVID-19. The state had 
recorded 34,655 confirmed cases of 
the virus as of Tuesday evening, 
and had 488 residents actively hos-
pitalized with 111 on ventilators. 
Ashley County had 43 confirmed 
active cases and had seen three 
deaths as of Tuesday; statewide, 
374 people have died from the ill-
ness.

Local residents have received 
the mask mandate with mixed feel-
ings.

Ebony Williams of Crossett said 
people who work in retail or at an 
essential business are concerned 
about how people will treat them 
because of the mandate. Customers 
verbally attacked Williams, an 
employee of the AT&T store, before 
the mandate even started. 

Williams said that last week she 
not only had to call the police on a 
customer who got angry because he 
was asked to wear a mask, but he 
used racial slurs during his verbal 
attack. 

“All because I asked him to wear 

a mask,” Williams said. 
Williams has one son with asth-

ma and two other children in school 
and so personally she wasn’t excit-
ed about the mask mandate. Like 
other essential employees, 
Williams has been wearing a mask 
daily for months. However, she 
said now that they are required 
everywhere it could be expensive 
for her family to continuously pur-
chase them. 

“It’s something else we have to 
buy, it’s like clothes now and even 
the washable ones don’t last for-
ever,” Williams said. 

Regardless of her personal feel-
ings about the masks, she said she 
is still required by her employer to 

make sure that every customer has 
one on. 

“We have mask to give them if 
they don’t have one, it’s not that we 
are turning them away at the door.” 
Williams said. “They don’t have to 
treat me like this is my fault.”

Whitney Farmer of Hamburg 
said she personally didn’t mind 
wearing a mask.

“I did wear one every day when 
this first began because I do have a 
compromised immune system from 
having Lupus and Rheumatoid 
Arthritis and then it made my ears 
sore,” she said. “It makes breathing 
and talking more difficult for sure. 
Understanding others wearing a 
mask is also difficult so it is chang-
ing how we communicate. We defi-
nitely have to speak louder.

“We really shouldn’t complain 
because health care workers do this 
everyday and have now had to amp 
up the type of masks they wear as 
well as extra protection.”

Brad Barfield of Crossett also 
said he has already been wearing a 
mask because he travels a lot and 
has no desire for vulnerable people 
to get sick.

“It’s pretty sad that you have to 
mandate common decency,” he 
said. “It doesn’t really effect my 
daily life. Just when I have to go 
shopping for or with my fami-
ly.  My job allows me to social 
distance, as most jobs do.

“The way I see it, if the people 
that serve me have to wear one, 
what will it hurt for me to do so as 
well?”

While the executive order, which 
can be read online at bit.ly/32Altr8, 
is wide ranging, it provides excep-
tions. They include:
4Those younger than 10 years
4Those with medical conditions 

or disabilities that prevent wearing 
face coverings

Attendees at the Crossett City Council meeting Monday evening wear masks in compli-
ance with Gov. Asa Hutchinson’s statewide mandate. Below, the Crossett Area Chamber 
of Commerce distributed signs to its member businesses to help them be in compli-
ance with the executive order that put the mandate in effect. State health officials say 
that wearing masks and social distancing is key to fighting the spread of COVID-19.

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer
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MASKED RESPONSE Mandate requires face coverings 
as COVID-19 spreads in Arkansas
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The CREST swim team hosted an inter-
squad meet at the Crossett City Pool last 
weekend. NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted


