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“When you’re doing this, 
you learn different things and you learn 
you can do things you thought you 
couldn’t.”

Melinda Ferguson looks away as she 
says it. She’s not usually one to be front 
and center. These days, however, she’s 
finding out more and more what that 
feels like.

Her husband, Danny Ferguson, has 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, or 
ALS, but it’s better known as Lou 
Gehrig’s disease. As he is forced to 
withdraw more from public life, she’s 
stepping out to advocate for him and to 
try to network with other ALS families.

“We’re usually stay-at-home types, 
but you do what you have got to do, 
and you push yourself to do it,” she 
said.

Beginnings
ALS is a degenerative neurolo-mus-

cular disease, meaning brain and spinal 
cells are affected by it. The way the 
disease manifests is in muscle weak-
ness and eventually paralysis as it pro-
gresses. It’s irreversible, and life expec-
tancy is generally two to five years 
from diagnosis. The ALS Foundation’s 
statistics say that approximately 16,000 
Americans will have it at any given 
time.

Danny’s symptoms started with 
weakness in his left hand, followed by 
cramps in his hands and legs and then 
spasms in his neck and cheek.

The Fergusons knew something was 
wrong when Danny, who worked in 
construction, had trouble picking up 
and carrying a bag of Quikrete at a 
work site one day.

“He was kind of embarrassed, 
because he had older men out there able 
to pick up Quikrete, which he used to 
do, but he fell halfway across the site,” 
Melinda said. 

Not long after, he needed help climb-
ing onto a piece of heavy machinery at 
the worksite. 

What finally drove him to the doctor 
was a pain in his chest.

“He had this spasm in his chest, and 
we thought it was his heart,” Melinda 
said. “The doctor said, ‘No, this isn’t 
your heart, this is just muscle on top, 
but I think you should see a neurolo-

gist.’”
After a round of questions and an 

MRI to make sure the issue wasn’t 
being caused by a pinched nerve, 
Danny had an Electromyogram (EMG), 
or nerve conduction study. The test 
looks at how nerves convey signals 
using electrical stimulation, and the 
nerve cells of patients with ALS 

respond differently from those who are 
healthy.

The news came like a falling ham-
mer.

“We went to the neurologist, and she 
said, ‘You have ALS. Go ahead and 
sign up for your disability,’” Melinda 
said. 

Despite delivering the news, the doc-

tor didn’t really explain the disease, 
Melinda said, instead referring them 
to the ALS clinic at the University of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences.

As they got home and in the fol-
lowing days, Melinda started 
researching the disease.

“I felt scared, not wanting to tell 
anyone about it until we could pro-
cess it,” she said. “Then you start 
reading about it, you start seeing what 
is coming, and I had to say, ‘Stop. I 
don’t want to know about this yet.’”

Life after diagnosis
Eventually, though, they accepted 

what was coming and started to move 
to adjust their life to the new reality.

Danny had to quit work. He signed 
up for disability and Supplemental 

Melinda Ferguson works a booth at 
the recent Wiggins’ Cabin Festival. 
She is raising money to remodel the 
home she shares with her husband, 
Danny Ferguson, so it can be more ac-
cessible as his ALS progresses.

FINDING A DIFFERENT 
RESOLVE Ferguson seeks to advocate for 

husband with ALS, find others

STORY AND 
PHOTOS 

BY VERSHAL 
HOGAN

See FERGUSON, Page 5

Despite protests, council affirms tower decision

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

After hearing from 13 speakers both 
for and against adding a new cell phone 
tower in a Hamburg neighborhood, the 
Hamburg City Council voted to deny the 
appeal to overturn the city Planning and 
Zoning Committee’s decision to approve 
it. 

The Planning and Zoning Committee 
approved Sept. 12 an application by 

Committee member 
who voted against 
plan filed appeal

AT&T to build a cell phone tower at 513 
Hickory St. in Hamburg. 

The committee gave notice of the 
issue in the local newspaper twice and 
had a public hearing before voting on 
the issue. During the public hearing in 
September, Maggie Ware, a member of 
the Planning and Zoning Committee, 
voiced her concerns about the cell phone 
tower and voted against it. 

The approval still passed at that time, 
but Ware later filed an appeal to the 
Hamburg City Council.

City Attorney Paul Keith said in order 
to overturn the decision of the planning 
and zoning commission, there had to be 
a vote of four council members. 

On Monday night, Ware and others 
See HAMBURG, Page 5

Hamburg City Coun-
cil members Derinda 
Stanley and Sue No-
lan listen as Etter 
Robinson addresses 
the council during 
Monday’s meeting. 
Residents attended 
the meeting to oppose 
or voice support for a 
plan the city planning 
and zoning commit-
tee had previously 
approved to build a 
cell phone tower on 
Hickory Street.
VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

Sheriff’s office 
makes record 
meth bust in 

Ashley County

CRIME

Scales at the Ashley County Sheriff’s Office 
display a recent confiscation of metham-
phetamine that deputies said was worth 
approximately $40,000.

NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Ashley County Sheriff’s 
Department executed a search warrant 
last week that led to the the largest meth-
amphetamine bust in county history 
when they confiscated nearly a pound of 
suspected meth. 

ACSO investigator Tad Huntsman 
said the ASCO executed a warrant at 
1627 Highway 52 W., in Crossett on 
Oct. 23.  

The search produced 14.5 ounces of 
suspected methamphetamine. 
Huntsman said the suspected drugs 
have a street value of approximately 
$40,000.  

Jose Chavez, 33, an undocumented 
alien, was arrested for trafficking of a 
controlled substance and is being 
detained on a warrant from the depart-
ment of homeland security for illegal 
reentry along with a bond of $200,000.

Investigator Mark Griever said it was 
the most methamphetamine he has ever 
seen at one time. Sheriff Tommy 
Sturgeon said the confiscation is the 
county’s largest ever meth bust. 

No other information about the arrest 
was released at this time. 

Middle school 
poem assignment 
causes controversy 

over language

EDUCATION

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The apparently accidental distri-
bution of a poem with a strong 
expletive in it at the Crossett 
Middle School has resulted in a 
debate in the community about 
what is age appropriate for eighth 
grade students.

Crossett Middle School 
Principal Lynn Parker said an 
eighth grade teacher printed a 
packet of poems from the school’s 
curriculum database, Summit, 
which is used in place of tradi-
tional textbooks. 

Parker said the teacher handed 
out the poems unaware that explic-
it language had been left in them.  
Once the teacher learned of her 
error, she typed and issued an 
apology letter to all parents.

The Summit program allows 
teachers to choose the option of 

See POEM, Page 2

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Crossett’s new assistant director of 
parks and recreation is working to 
change Crossett’s reputation as a 
“nothing-to-do town.” 

Part of that change is adding an 
event on the last Saturday of every 
month, during which  local crafters 
can bring their items to sell to the 
public. 

The city originally hired Sarah 
Hollimon to be a pool manager, but 
the city council recently expanded 
her job description to assistant parks 
and recreation director. Since she’s 

been hired, Hollimon has not only 
added new events like a Jaws movie 
night for teens and senior citizen dip 
to the calendar, but has 
organized other events 
as well. 

Last month, over 29 
crafters, farmers with 
fresh produce and other 
vendorswith baked items 
showed up for the 
monthly Crafter’s Fair at 
the Farmer’s Market.

Hollimon said that there were ven-
dors there with everything from fall 
decor to baked cinnamon rolls. There 
were dog treats, wind chimes and 

homemade jelly; but Hollimon said 
the most unusual thing was macrame.  

Hollimon said the event serves 
multiple purposes. Not only does it 
give local artists and crafters an out-
let, but it encourages the community 
to shop local and gives them a place 
to spend their Saturday. Hollimon is 
working to expand the event by add-
ing activities including a corn hole 
and a free coffee bar. Hollimon is also 
working to expand the event where 
she can add a food truck alley. 

Last week’s craft fair was from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and because of the rain 
they hosted inside at the Boys and 
Girls Club building in the gym. 

Hollimon asked that future ven-
dors park on the Ninth Avenue side of 
the market and to try to save plenty of 
space for customers. “We don’t want 
them to feel limited to what they can 
by because they don’t know if they 
can carry it to their car,” Hollimon 
said. 

City ordinance prohibits the ven-
dors from selling mass produced 
items or retail items. The fair is 
strictly for crafts, produce, baked 
items or anything else that is consid-
ered art or handmade. Vendors do not 
need a reservation to sell at the mar-
ket, however, Hollimon advises ven-
dors to show up to set up early. 

Hollimon

Crafting market open last Saturday of every month


