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Approximately 60 percent of voters in 
the Hamburg School District voted to 
approve a 4-mill ad valorem increase for 
up to $7.8 million in school improve-
ments.

In unofficial results, 296 voters were 
in favor of the measure and 200 were 
against.

The proposed improvements, which 
were placed on the regular school board 
election ballot, were first presented at a 
public hearing in December.

After Election Commissioner Terry 
McDermot announced the unofficial 
results, the approximately two dozen 
people waiting in the Ashley County 
courthouse foyer applauded and con-

gratulated school district officials.
Hamburg Schools Superintendent 

Tracy Streeter said she was “super excit-
ed” about the results, and thanked the 
voters for their approval and those who 
worked to get the word out about the 
election.

“This gives us an opportunity to make 
improvements at every campus,” she 
said.

Hamburg is not a wealthy school dis-
trict, she said, and “we hold onto our 
school with both hands and a big heart.

“I think this is a great reflection of the 
community support for the district and 
for the education we provide.

The superintendent said her first call 
Tuesday night would be to Stephens, 
Inc., the district’s financial advisors.

“It gets complex from this point,” she 

said, saying that the timeline for the proj-
ect would ultimately come through 
Stephens because, “so much of this pro-
cess has to be processed through them.”

At the polls Tuesday, a vote cast for 
the measure was in favor of increasing 
the Hamburg School District property 
tax rate by 4 mills, from 35.5 mills to 
39.5 mills, and issuing up to $7.8 million 
in bonds to pay for building and equip-
ping new school facilities and making 
additions and improvements to existing 
school facilities.

An against vote meant the voter was 
not in favor of increasing the millage.

Breaking down the ballots by pre-
cinct, in early votes, 110 were for and 84 
were against; at the First United 
Methodist Church precinct, 142 were for 

Hamburg voters approve school tax increase

Crossett and Hamburg high schools’ graduating senior 
classes gathered at their respective schools one last Friday 
to say collect their diplomas, wish each other luck and say 
goodbye to the schools that are now their alma maters.

VAL GAUGHT and KRISTI CLANTON/News Observer

THE END IS THE BEGINNING
Ashley County graduates prepare to being next phase of lives

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A log truck ran off of the highway 
on Tuesday afternoon, and though it 
took longer than usual to clear the 
scene of the wreck, no one was hurt 
or injured.

Ashley County Sheriff’s 
Department Deputy Daniel Watson 
said the driver — whose name law 
enforcement officials had not 
released at press time —  was travel-
ing east on U.S. Highway 82 when 
he felt sick and reached for a bag.

“He said he was looking for a bag 
or something and when he looked 
back up he lost control,” Watson 
said. 

Watson said the incident was a 
single-vehicle collision and that 
there were no other people 
involved. 

The driver suffered only minor 
injuries.

Though the wreck was consid-
ered minor, Watson said the 
response to get the vehicle 
removed from the ditch where it 
stopped was more protracted 
than usual.

Watson said first responders 
had to be careful of a gas line 
near the area where the truck 
landed and special precautions 
were being taken.

No additional information was 
available at press time. 

Log truck wrecks on U.S. 82, no major injuries

Members of the West Crossett Fire Department responded to the scene of a single-
vehicle collision when a log truck ran off U.S. 82 Tuesday afternoon.

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer
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The Crossett Riding Club’s 71st 
Annual PRCA Rodeo will be in 
town a few months earlier this 
year, and events planned for this 
weekend will kick it off. 

It’s not too late to decorate your 
business in red, white and blue 
western gear for this year’s con-
test, but the deadline is approach-
ing soon. This year’s 
winners will be 
announced at one of 
the new events planned 
for Saturday, The 
Crosset t  Rodeo 
Roundup. 

The Crossett Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
is hosting the Rodeo Roundup 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Saturday in 
downtown Crossett. 

Chamber Executive Director 
Mandy White said the event will 
have rides, games entertainment 
and various types of vendors. The 
laser tag, monkey motion game, 
mechanical bull, zip line, rock 
wall, and trackless train are all 
sponsored by the donors of 
Crossett’s Christmas in Crossett 
event. The event was moved 
because of the weather and — to 
avoid losing deposits on the items 
— White said they were able to 
change the rental dates. 

“We hope everyone will come 
out  and enjoy the afternoon, there 
will be something for everyone to 
enjoy,” White said. 

The roundup event will be fol-
lowed by a street dance featuring 
live music by the Zac Dunlap 
band at 6:30 p.m. This will be the 
band’s third year to perform at 
Crossett’s annual street dance. 

Events to kick 
off Rodeo 

Week begin 
this weekend

PRCA RODEO

White

See RODEO, Page 5
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The City of Crossett could soon 
be seeking a person to help com-
plete jobs around the city if the 
city council approves the details.

Councilwoman Crystal Marshall 
told the council Monday night that 
there are projects all over the city 
that aren’t being completed.

Marshall said that  each depart-
ment has skilled employees, but 
that there are responsibilities in 
their department that are higher 
priority than odd-and-
end jobs around the 
city. 

“If we have a need 
for that skillset out-
side of their depart-
ment, it has to wait 
until they can get to it 
because they have 
other priorities within 
their department,” 
Marshall said. 

There are projects 
at the Youth Center, 
City Park and other 
areas of the city that 
have been put on the 
back burner, she said.

There is a bridge in the city park 
that needs repair and could poten-
tially be a safety hazard, but the 
city workers have been unable to 
repair it because of other obliga-
tions in the city. 

“What I would propose for us to 
consider is that we add an addi-
tional employee that would not be 
assigned to a specific department, 
but be a floater with highly spe-
cialized skills such as carpentry or 
concrete work,” Marshall said. 

The new employee would be 
outside of departments to focus on 
the general needs of the city. There 
is already a list of issues around 
the city that need to be tended to.

“We have aging properties and I 
don’t see that list getting any 
smaller,” Marshall said. 

Councilwoman Lynn Rodgers 
made a motion that Marshall work 
with Public Works Director Jeff 
Harrison on a proposal for the new 
employee’s salary, equipment, and 
duties to present to the council.

Marshall said she would work 
with Harrison to present some-
thing to the council at a later meet-
ing.  

In other news:
4Fire Chief Bo Higginbotham 

and Darrell Osburn from Sunbelt 
presented a proposal to the council 
to purchase a demonstration model 
to replace an aging fire truck. 

The council discussed the fire 
fleet and the expected mainte-
nance on the trucks, including how 
the newest vehicle in the fleet was 

Councilwoman: 
Crossett needs 
employee for 

unfinished jobs

CROSSETT

See COUNCIL, Page 5
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A voter casts her ballot at the precinct at Hamburg Methodist Church Tuesday. At the 
close of polls, voters had approved a 4-mill ad valorem tax for school improvement. 

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer
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