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BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett City Council voted 
Monday to signal its commitment to 
sewer upgrades. 

Claude Spainhour with the Crossett 
Sewer Committee presented informa-
tion regarding sewer rates and the 
upcoming sewer upgrades to the coun-
cil Monday night, and the council 
approved a letter Spainhour and 
Crossett Economic Development 
Executive Director Mike Smith 
brought from the commission.

The letter is  necessary for Smith to 
continue to seeking grants for the 
sewer improvement project, he said. 

“It adds a lot to the grant application 
to show that we as a city are committed 
to finishing the project and the city will 
do what is needed to fund the project,” 
Smith said. 

Smith said that the grant committees 
want to be sure that cities don’t receive 
their funding and only do what they 
can with the grant funds.

“They want to be sure that we are 
committed to completing the project,” 
Smith said. 

Spainhour also told the council that 
a so-called environmental narrative 
was needed for the grant process, and 
that it would cost somewhere in the 
neighborhood of $50,000. 

“If we want the grant money, this 

Council letter 
signals support 
for Crossett 
sewer project

INFRASTRUCTURE

Suspect in 
high speed 
chase caught 
in Crossett

CRIME

Pursuit included two 

foot chases and a  

crashed stolen vehicle

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

A high speed chase that started in 
Crossett ended after the suspects 
crashed a stolen car in Union County, 
fled on foot and were apprehended 
heading back into Ashley County in a 
second vehicle.

One of the suspects, Laquan 
Paskel, was charged with two counts 
fleeing by foot, theft by 
receiving, fleeing in a 
vehicle, failure to stop, 
speeding, reckless driv-
ing, failure to obey a 
police officer-traffic, 
possession of a con-
trolled substance, leaving 
the scene of an accident, 
carrying a weapon, no driver’s 
license, contributing to the delin-
quency of a minor, endangering the 
welfare of a minor and criminal use 
of a prohibited weapon following the 
incident.

The second suspect, a juvenile, 
was not charged.

The chase began when the Crossett 
Police Department received a call 
Oct. 11 that two men were pointing 
and waving guns in the area of Eighth 
Avenue and Kentucky Avenue, a 
news release from the CPD said.

When officers arrived, they could 

Paskel

See SEWER, Page 5A
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BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A hit country artist from just 
south of the state line will be host-
ing a charity event in the area next 
month. 

Dylan Scott grew up just across 
the Louisiana state line in Beekman 
and went to high school at Bastrop 
High School, but said knows 
Crossett and Hamburg well. 

In recent years, the Curb 
Records-signed singer has had 
multiple singles chart in the top 
Billboard Top 50 for country, and 
his self-titled 2016 album debuted 
at No. 5 on the Top Country Albums 
chart.

Now, he’s looking at his home 
region and wants to give back.

Scott said growing up in an area 
where there is nothing to do is 
partly what inspired him to put 

together Bayou Stock, a music fes-
tival in Sterlington scheduled for 
November. 

Scott said the idea also came 
from what used to be known as 
Swampstock, an event hosted by 
Tim McGraw in Rayville. 

“I thought it was pretty cool that 
he came back to his hometown, and 
I always said I wanted to do the 
same thing,” Scott said. 

The singer said he wanted to 
bring something that would give 
the people of the area something to 
do, and also do something to give 
back to children in need. 

The proceeds of the event will 
benefit children in the area during 
the holiday season. 

Scott said there is a $14 million 
dollar complex right behind the 
Bayou Stock location, and he hopes 
that one day they can incorporate a 
softball game or something similar 

to what Tim and Faith Hill used to 
do during the Swampstock events. 

“This is the first year, and so we 
don’t have anything planned, but 
we’ve thought about and it’s defi-
nitely something we want to do, 
maybe next year even,” Scott said. 

Some Ashley County residents 
are already planning to go to the 
Bayou Stock event in November, 
and a local business is giving away 
tickets to the event. 

Southern Spice of Crossett 
announced that they are hosting a 
contest and plan to give away three 
sets of tickets over the next couple 
of weeks. 

Owner Hannah Rice said she and 
Scott have mutual friends and that’s 
how she was able to get the tickets. 

Bayou Stock will be November 
17 at 3 p.m. at the Sterlington 
Sports Complex. Tickets are on 
sale online at eventbrite.com.

After success, Scott wants to give back with charity event

Not a smash: Council tables Monster Mash
Halloween block 
party cancelled after 
online backlash

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

It might have been a graveyard 
smash, but — at least this year — 
Lakewood won’t have a Monster 
Mash.

The Crossett City Council voted 
Monday to accept Councilwoman 
Crystal Marshall’s proposal to can-
cel the Monster Mash in the 
Lakewood neighborhood. 

Marshall told the council that she 
had read on social media that some 

of the residents of the area were 
unhappy with the Monster Mash 
block party proposal and that it 
would be better if the 
party was postponed 
for a year.

“If I could go back in 
time, I would have held 
a public hearing,” 
Marshall said. 

Marshall said that 
the Monster Mash was 
intended to be a safe, organized way 
to trick or treat and enjoy fun activ-
ities in the Lakewood neighborhood 
on Halloween.

“We wanted people from the 
community to feel invited so we 
bought this huge banner and we 
paid to have fliers printed that were 
set to go out in the Eagle Folders at 

the Crossett School District,” 
Marshall said. 

Marshall was on the committee 
Mayor Scott McCormick appointed 
to come up with a solution to resolve 
the safety complaints in the 
Lakewood neighborhood and still 
allow everyone to enjoy the holiday. 

“The mayor appointed a commit-
tee based on the attendees that were 
here, and we worked directly with 
the police chief to come up with a 
solution,” Marshall said.

The plan that was presented to 
the council and approved during the 
September meeting was that on 
Halloween, Lakewood would be a 
walking-only zone during the hours 
of trick-or-treating. The neighbor-
hood residents who needed to drive 
in and out during that time were 

asked to take a special route. 
The plan also included a drop-off 

point on Petersburg Road near 
McMillan Law Office so that fami-
lies didn’t have to cross the truck 
route. Marshall had planned for face 
painting booths, a petting zoo and 
other activities. The Crossett Fire 
Department was going to be onsite 
to hand out glow sticks provided by 
members of the committee. 

Community member Howard 
Beaty spoke up and said that the 
only complaint he had heard was 
the concern that vehicles wouldn’t 
be allowed in. 

Marshall explained that the walk-
ing-only zone was simply to pre-
vent an accident and allow the chil-
dren to roam the neighborhood 

Marshall

See MASH, Page 5A

FOUR DECADES STRONG
Crossett marks 40 years of annual Wiggins’ Cabin Festival

Crossett-area residents showed up at the Wiggins Cabin Saturday for the annual Wiggins Cabin festival, 
which included — among other things — games, pumpkin decorating, a 5K run, the Mr. and Miss Wig-
gins Cabin Pageant, the Volunteers of the Crossett Pound dog show and musical performances.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

Beekman native Dylan Scott, a country 
musician signed with Curb Records,  
is launching Bayou Stock, an idea he 
said he had as a way to give back to 
the area.  The proceeds from the event 
will be used to benefit local children in 
the region during the holidays
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