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Deputies with the Ashley County 
Sheriff’s Office arrested a man 
Thursday for allegedly Internet 
stalking and attempting to meet up 
with a juvenile. 

Investigators with the ACSO 
said they learned that Tony 
McManus, 57, of Monticello was 
planning to meet up with a 14-year-
old he had been talking to on the 
internet. 

 ACSO Chief Investigator Josh 
Pollock said that when they learned 
of the meeting, they intervened and 

arrested McManus  in Walmart 
parking lot at approximately  12:30 
p.m. on Thursday afternoon. 

McManus said on the scene that 
he knew the juvenile was 14 and 
that, “I did a bad a very bad thing.” 

Pollock said the information 
would be turned over to the 10th 
Judicial District prosecuting attor-
ney, but did not release any other 
information or the name of the 
juvenile. 

“I want people to know who he 
is and what he is doing,” Pollock 
said. 

Pollock said that he wants par-
ents to be aware that these situa-
tions happen everywhere and he 
urges parents to monitor their 
child’s Internet and social media 
usage.

“These predators are out there 
hiding in plain sight,” Pollock said. 

Tony McManus, left, stands with Ashley County sheriff’s deputies following his arrest 
that resulted from the alleged cyber stalking and attempted meetup with a juvenile.
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Attempted meetup with juvenile ends in arrest
Suspect allegedly 
cyberstalked, tried 
to meet teen victim

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

A Crossett man died after a shoot-
ing in the early morning hours of 
Christmas Day.

Todd A. Martin, 33, was found 
dead at the scene of 407 Chicago St., 
where his vehicle had come to a stop 
after striking a house, at 1:48 a.m., a 
news release from the Arkansas State 
Police said.

Martin had parked across the 
street from the residence, where he 
was visiting relatives, earlier in the 
night, the release said.

After Martin left the relatives and 
re-entered the vehicle, an apparent 
shooting incident happened, ulti-
mately leading to the crash.

ASP officials said Martin’s body 
was transported to the Arkansas State 
Crime Laboratory to determine the 
exact manner and cause of death and 
to recover evidence.

While the release noted that inves-
tigative interviews were ongoing, no 
arrests had been made at the time.
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One dead 
following 
Christmas 
shooting
Todd A. Martin, 33, 

of Crossett, dies in 

Hamburg incident

GOVERNMENT

Crossett  sets 
$4.95 million 
for the fiscal 

year 2019
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The Crossett City Council voted 
Friday to adopt an approximately 
$5 million budget  for fiscal year 
2019 that includes funds for new 
police cars, improvements to the 
Crossett Youth Center and equip-
ment for the city’s drainage depart-
ment.

The budget includes a projected 
$4,734,065 in operat-
ing revenue for the 
year and  4,953,156.37  
in operating expenses. 

The budget antici-
pates a carryover of 
$700,000 from 2018.

C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Lynn Rodgers said the 
city has not had a better budget in 
her time on the council.

“This is the best budget I have 
ever seen,” she said, to which 
Assistant City Clerk-Treasurer 
Lisa Gulledge replied, “It’s been 
probably the easiest to do.”

The police department’s fund-
ing made up $1,769,740.03 of the 
total budget, up from $1,712,824.91 
in 2018 because it included 
$60,000 for new police cars.

The fire department’s budget for 
the coming year is $1,681,100, up 
from 2018’s $1,529,575.77. The 
two biggest expense increases are 
an additional $40,000 for insurance 
billing services and $20,000 for 
medic school expenses related to 
the ambulance service. 

See BUDGET, Page 5

Gulledge

GOODBYE, CROSSETT HIGH

Desks taken from the former Crossett High School building line the ground 
outside the new CHS campus, which is adjacent to the former school build-
ing. Demolition work began on the old CHS building last week.
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Almost 17,000 Arkansans have now 
lost their health insurance due to the 
state’s experimental work requirement 
for certain low-income adult Medicaid 
beneficiaries, according to a monthly 
report released by the state Department 
of Human Services in December.

The state terminated coverage for 
another 4,655 beneficiaries due to 
noncompliance with the work rule in 
early December, adding to the 12,277 
who were cut off and locked out of 
Medicaid from September to 
November. Those people were enroll-
ees in the Arkansas Works program, 
the state’s approach to Medicaid 
expansion. Arkansas Works provides 
low-income adults with marketplace 
insurance plans through private carri-
ers such as Blue Cross or Ambetter, 

but their premiums and other cost-
sharing are paid by Medicaid.

However, those who lost coverage 
due to the work requirement in 2018 
— including those who just lost it in 
December — may regain 
their insurance as soon as 
Jan. 1. The work rule 
says that Medicaid bene-
ficiaries who don’t report 
80 hours of monthly 
“work activities” to DHS 
for any three months out 
of a given calendar year 
are locked out of the Arkansas Works 
program for the rest of that year.

The three-month threshold resets in 
2019. That means anyone may reapply 
for coverage in the new year, a DHS 
spokesperson confirmed by email on 
Monday, as long as they meet income-
eligibility criteria.

In 2018, the work requirement 
applied only to Arkansas Works bene-

ficiaries ages 30-49. Beginning in 
January, it will expand to include those 
ages 19-29 as well. (People 50 and 
older are not subject to the require-
ment.)

Gov. Asa Hutchinson, who has 
championed the work requirement, 
issued a statement through a spokes-
man following the report. The pro-
gram appears to be “accomplishing its 
intent,” the governor said by email. 
“Since June 1, more 
than 4,100 Arkansas Works beneficia-
ries have moved into work, which is 
the primary goal of this initiative. 
... As for those who did not comply 
and, as a result, lost coverage, they 
will have an opportunity to re-enroll in 
January.”

The most recent DHS numbers 
show enrollment in Arkansas Works 
has now dropped below the number of 
adults in the state’s “traditional” 
Medicaid program, which includes 

groups such as elderly or disabled 
people. As of Dec. 1, there were 
234,385 enrolled in Arkansas Works. 
In January, there were 285,564 — a 
drop of more than 50,000. The tradi-
tional adult Medicaid population was 
240,092 on Dec. 1.

Only a portion of that enrollment 
decrease can be directly attributed to 
the work rule. DHS data indicate the 
agency closed thousands of cases in 
December for other reasons, such as 
“failed to return information” or 
“unable to locate client.” Some of 
those beneficiaries likely found insur-
ance coverage elsewhere, such as 
through a new job. But other factors 
may also be at play: Previous reporting 
by the Arkansas Nonprofit News 
Network suggested Arkansas takes an 
especially aggressive approach to ter-
minating coverage due to paperwork 
and compliance issues, such as not 

Requirement purged almost 17,000 from Arkansas Works

Hutchinson

See ARK WORKS, Page 5


