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HAMBURG

Municipal and 
rural sewer rate 
increase public 
hearing Nov. 16

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The City of Hamburg will host a 
public hearing in November to dis-
cuss raising sewer rates for those on 
the municipal and rural water sys-
tems.

The public hearing will be at 4:30 
p.m. Nov. 16 in the municipal court-
room in City Hall. The City Council 
will consider an ordinance adopting 
the proposed rate changes during its 
regularly scheduled meeting, which 
will follow at 5 p.m.

The proposed increase for sewer 
rates is fixed at a minimum monthly 
charge for the three sizes of water 
meter each user has.

For those who have a 5/8-inch 
meter, the minimum charge for the 
first 1,000 gallons or less of water 
used will be $7.40; for those who 
have a 1-inch meter, $10.50; and for 
those with a 2-inch meter, $38.

For the next 7,000 gallons, the 
charge will be an additional $1.50 per 
1,000 gallons used. 

For all use over 8,000 gallons, the 
charge will be $1.40 per 1,000 gal-
lons.

The public notice the council 
approved notes that, “All of the users 
of the Hamburg Municipal Sewage 
and Wastewater Works and the own-
ers of property served by said Works 
shall have opportunity to be heard 
concerning the proposed rates or 
charges.”

14-269-301, currently has three 
positions open.

Commission members are 
appointed by the mayor, but are also 
confirmed by a majori-
ty vote of the City 
Council, and are 
appointed to serve for a 
term of five years.

Those who are inter-
ested may call the may-
or’s office or just start 
attending meetings at 
5:15 p.m. the second Tuesday of 
each month to get a better idea of 
what the commission does, Mayor 
Crystal Marshall said.

“They would be a governing body 

to help us determine what kind of 
events we have in Crossest, that 
help us make the rules and regula-
tions for our pool and our ball fields 
and our city park, that help us move 
forward with all we currently have, 
and that help plan for future Parks 
and Recreation structured events,” 
Marshall said. 

The state statute that defines the 
commission’s powers states that, 
“The commissioners shall adopt 
such rules and regulations as they 
may deem necessary and expedient 
for the proper operation and man-
agement of the municipal parks and 
recreation program, and they shall 
have the authority to alter, change, 

or amend the rules and regulations 
at their discretion.” Marshall said 
the commission is currently review-
ing its bylaws to better define what 
its role will be in connection with 
the already existing Parks and 
Recreation program.

Because the commission is struc-
tured by state statute rather than city 
ordinance, it has some stipulations 
about who can serve. The members 
need to be qualified electors who 
live in the city limits, though mem-
bers can be appointed from outside 
the city limits if candidates who live 
inside the municipal boundaries do 
not present themselves.

City seeks Parks and Recreation commissioners

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Want to see more recreation 
opportunities offered in the Crossett 
area? Now is your chance to get 
involved.

The City of Crossett is seeking 
volunteers to serve on the Crossett 
Recreation Commission. The body, 
which operates under  AR Code § 

Members would help 

city determine, plan 

future public events

HIGHWAYS

Wreck on U.S. 
425 claims life of 
Monroe woman, 
no other injuries
Vehicle left roadway, 

flipped and burst into 
flames during crash

VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

A Monroe woman died in a wreck 
in which her vehicle caught fire on 
U.S. 425 South the evening of Oct. 22.

The fatal crash report from the 
Arkansas State Police said that 
Georgiana Emfinger, 71, of Monroe 
was driving northbound in a 2004 
GMC at the time of the crash.

The report said that the vehicle left 
the right side of the roadway while in 
a construction zone. 

After traveling up an embankment, 
the vehicle became airborne, crashing 
into a ditch and rolling onto the pas-
senger side.

The report said that the GMC then 
became engulfed in flames.

The Ashley County coroner pro-
nounced her dead at the scene.

Weather conditions at the time of 
the wreck were clear and dry, accord-
ing to the report.

Trooper Tyler W. Gentry investi-
gated the incident. 

See HEARING, Page 5

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Ashley County Cares was not able to host its 
annual fundraiser banquet and auction because of 
COVID-19 social gathering restrictions, but the orga-
nization has found an alternative way to fundraise for 
the year.

Lori Pennington with Ashley County Cares said 
that the group has organized a Facebook auction.

“We just had to step outside of the box from what 
we would normally  do,” Pennington said. “It’s going 
really well so far.”

The auction is currently live on the group’s 

Facebook page and will run through Nov. 1.
“This is very different from what we are used to and 

what the public is used to, but we are trying 
our best to continue our mission to raise 
funds to help find a cure for breast cancer,” 
Pennington said.

The group is posting items as the items 
become available. Pennington said ACC is 
considering having a second auction if 
enough items are donated. Bernice Nelms 
and Donna Shields are the auction event 
coordinators and Pennington said they have been 
working really hard to manage the auction. 

No Website has been specifically designated for 

this year’s event, so ACC is simply using the organiza-
tion’s Facebook page and allowing bidders to place 

bids in the comment section of each post.
Pennington said it’s important for people to 

understand that the bids are only eligible if they 
are placed directly on the Ashley County Cares 
page itself and not on any shared versions of 
the auction post.

In addition to the Facebook auction, ACC is 
hosting its t-shirt fundraiser online as well. 
Mail-in order forms are available for those 

who do not wish to order online. The forms, which 
can be printed out and mailed, can be found online 
at tinyurl.com/yxu8obdz.

Cancer advocacy group’s auction online this year

ELECTION

One third of 
Ashley County 
voters already 

cast ballots

Early voting levels 
near 2016 numbers 
with a week to go

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Ashley County clerk is pro-
jecting that more voters will cast 
early voting ballots than in the 
2016 presidential election.

On Tuesday (Oct. 27) morning, 
approximately 3,443 Ashley County 
voters had already been to the polls. 
County Clerk Christie Martin said 
that the number represents approxi-
mately 30 percent of all registered 
voters in Ashley County. In 2016, a 
total of 3,994 registered voters 
came to the polls during early vot-
ing.

“I do think we will pass the 2016 
numbers based on how many we’ve 
had so far with a week until the 
election,” Martin said.

THE GREAT

CLEANUP
Volunteers gather 
garbage in annual 
litter busting effort

Volunteers with the Crossett Area Chamber of Commerce and Crossett Parks and 
Recreation  participated in the city’s fall cleanup day, part of the Keep Arkansas 
Beautiful movement and Keep America Beautiful’s Great American Cleanup. At top, 
Amanda Friedman and Diana Martinie clean up along Main Street; below right, a 
team from Weyerhauser picks up at Main Street’s intersection with U.S. 82; at left 
above, Reese Marshall found a bag of eaten crawfish shells littering the street; below 
left, Caroline Price patrols a neighborhood for trash. VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

Marshall

See RECREATION, Page 3
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VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Referring to Revolutionary War 
hero John Paul Jones’s line in the 
face of adversity that he had not 
yet begun to fight, Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson said Tuesday that 
Arkansas, too, is willing to fight 
in the face of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

There are some who say we are 
losing the battle as we fight this 
virus and we just have to live with 
it,” Hutchinson said. “While this 

is a tough time and we know we 
are going to go through a tough 
time in the winter, we 
have to be prepared to 
fight and I am pre-
pared to fight. 
While these are 
difficult times I 
want everyone to 
know when I 
wake up in the 
morning I wake 
up thinking what more can we 
do.”

His comments came at a brief-

ing Tuesday during which he 
announced that Arkansas had seen 

its highest week of 
new confirmed cases 
of the virus and was at 
a record level of con-
firmed cases.

Over the 24 hours 
prior to the briefing, 
the state had seen 952 
confirmed and proba-
ble cases recorded. 

Probable cases are those diag-
nosed using antigen testing rather 
than the preferred and more reli-

able Polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) testing. 

The additional cases brought 
the state to a total of 9,571 active 
cases of COVID-19.

In Ashley County, cases were 
not at their record high but contin-
ued the upward climb of recent 
weeks, up from 36 on Oct. 19 to 
47 on Oct. 27. Eleven Ashley 
County residents have died of 
complications arising from the 
virus since the pandemic reached 
Arkansas in March.

Hutchinson: Ark. ‘prepared to fight’ third wave of COVID

See COVID, Page 3


