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INDUSTRY

GP announces 
investments, 

demolitions at 
Crossett facility

STAFF REPORTS

Even as the company works to 
remove structures that are no longer in 
use because of its 2019 partial closures 
in Crossett, Georgia Pacific-Crossett 
announced plans to 
invest approximate-
ly $38.5 million 
in the remain-
ing opera-
tions this 
year.

The funds 
will be direct-
ed to infrastructure repairs, building 
upgrades, and improvements to equip-
ment on three of the paper lines.

GP will likewise put the money 
toward Information Technology 
improvements, significantly focus-
ing on wireless data processing 
across the operations, including on 
the machine floors, as part of a 
streamlining and efficiency process. 
A GP spokesperson said the IT work 
will allow the company to track data 
in real-time, and will be in place in 
Crossett by the end of the year.

The IT project is part of a nation-
wide GP initiative, and will give the 
company more flexibility in a world 
in which digital information is 
increasingly embedded.

EDUCATION

Crossett 
School District 

board moves to 
refinance bonds 
Debt service from 
2016 high school 
project is focus

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The Crossett School District’s board 
of education moved Monday to begin 
the process of refinancing the bonds 
that paid for the new Crossett High 
School.

Jason Holsclaw with Stephen’s 
Public Finance appeared before the 
board at its regular July meeting, tell-
ing the members that of the 
$31,435,000 originally financed for 
the project, approximate-
ly $28,975,000 is still 
outstanding.

Holsclaw said that the 
initial bond was financed 
at 2.78 percent interest, 
and that while that inter-
est rate was low in 2016, 
there is a chance now 
that an even lower rate can be 
acquired with a refinancing. The five-
year period the district had to com-
plete at the original rate will be up in 
December, allowing for a refinancing 
if the board moves forward.

Holsclaw said the school district 
has two possible options for financ-
ing. The first of those options was 
level debt service, which would 
spread out the savings across the life 
of the bond at approximately $75,000 
annually.

The downside of that plan would 
be that if the school district wanted to 
refinance its bond again later, it 
would lose some of the savings from 
this refinancing, he said.

Giving it the Old Yale try
Historic camp associated with Ivy League forestry 

school to be relocated to former Crossland Zoo

T
he former Crossland 
Zoo is about to join 
the Ivy League — 

or at least house buildings 
formerly associated with it.

The Crossett City 
Council voted Monday to 
have the former Yale Camp 
buildings from outside the 
city moved onto the zoo 
property. The move will be 
done in partnership with 
Weyerhaeuser and Crossett 
Economic Development.

Built in 1946, the eight bunkhouses, shower house and dining 
cabin of the Yale Camp served as an extension of Yale University’s 
forestry program. Student study groups stayed in the cabins to 
study forestry in the south each summer until 1966. It later served 
as a Girl Scout camp.

The buildings are still in good shape, Mayor Crystal Marshall 
said, and Weyerhaeuser — which owns the property on which 
they sit — is willing to move them for the city. The company’s 
offer to move the buildings amounts to a $70,000 donation 
toward the project.

“We have a really 
unique historic relic 
(with these cabins),” 
Marshall said. 

“We would all like 
to see those better uti-
lized for our commu-
nity.”

Joe Felsman with 
Weyerhaeuser said 
that the buildings rep-
resent not only a sig-
nificant piece of his-
tory for Crossett, but 
for the timber industry 
as a whole.

“Students came 
from as far as 
Australia, Africa, stu-
dents from all over the 
wold have been at this camp and studied forestry in the south,” 
he said. “I feel like the city, with that site at Lucas Pond, can 
put a much better use to those buildings than we can out 
there.”

Along with Weyerhaeuser’s assistance in moving the 
cabins, Crossett Economic Development has agreed to 
pay for foundation work that will be needed on the main 
cabin as part of the move, Marshall said. CED’s contribu-
tion will be approximately $9,500. The buildings at the former Yale Camp outside Crossett will be relocated to the Crossland Zoo as part of a 

partnership between the City of Crossett, Weyerhauser and Crossett Economic Development. The camp was 
originally built to host a summer program so Yale students could study forestry in the south.See YALE, Page 3
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Holsclaw

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Crossett’s own Lana Carter is the first cowgirl 
to take home the Miss Teen Rodeo USA queen 
title.

Carter, whose reign as Miss Teen Crossettt 
PRCA Rodeo ended in May, claimed the national 
crown after she competed at the 
International Finals Youth Rodeo (IFYR) 
in Shawnee, Okla., on July 13 to 16.

The Miss Rodeo USA Association 
represents the International 
Professional Rodeo Association, and 
this year was the first time the organi-
zation hosted a teen pageant, making 
Carter the inaugural queen.

“I still can’t wrap my head around it,” 
Carter said. “Miss Teen Rodeo USA is the high-
est title you can get. I was just in shock, really. I 
put in the work and had so many people support-
ing me, and it is just surreal.”

The competition at the IFYR was tough, with 
more than 1,000 students competing in the vari-
ous events. What made this competition for 

queen tougher was the depth of competition.
“We have chosen to allow young ladies to par-

ticipate in the competition, regardless of whether 
or not they hold a current state or local title,” said 
Miss Rodeo USA Association Chairman Beth 
Weldon. “This reasoning aligns with that of 
world champion competitions, which aren’t lim-
ited to individuals that hold local or state level 

championship buckles.” 
While the pageant itself didn’t begin 

until July 13, Carter’s week at the 
rodeo began July 11 with orienta-
tion.

“We met all the girls and pageant 
directors, and then we went into 

onstage interviews and went over 
everything about our platform,” Carter 

said. “Later that afternoon we went into personal 
interviews and written tests.”

Tuesday, July 13, saw rodeo performances in 
the morning, then horsemanship competitions 
followed. Every competitor had to perform twice. 
After that, finalists were chosen and Carter made 
it. The finals were Friday night.
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Carter claims national teen rodeo queen title

BY MARY HIGHTOWER

U OF A SYSTEM DIVISION 

OF AGRICULTURE

The Box Tree Moth, an invasive 
insect already a serious pest in 
Europe may have been accidentally 
introduced into the United States 
through landscaping materials.

Jon Zawislak, extension ento-
mologist for the University of 
Arkansas System Division of 
Agriculture, said the moth may 
have come to the U.S. through a 
shipment of boxwoods from 
Canada this spring.

“Canadian boxwoods were 
shipped to seven states: 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, New York, Ohio, South 
Carolina, and Tennessee and many 

of the potentially infested plants 
were then moved to other states – 
including Arkansas,” Zawislak 
said. “The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Animal and Plant 

Health Inspection Service is look-
ing to find all infested boxwoods 
and destroy them as soon as possi-
ble before these devastating moths 
have a chance to become estab-
lished.”

Zawislak said USDA-APHIS is 
working closely with the affected 
states, including Arkansas to find 
and destroy the imported plants in 
the receiving facilities. The agency 
is also trying to trace the sale of 
imported plants to determine addi-
tional locations of potentially 
infected boxwoods.

Experts: Watch for invasive moth that can defoliate plants
Officials with the U of A Extension 
Service say that the invasive Box Tree 
Moth — which can destroy many 
plants through defoliation — may 
have been introduced into Arkansas 
through imported boxwoods. Those 
who bought boxwoods last year are 
being asked to inspect the plants to 
ensure they are not infested.
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