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The citizens of Crossett deserve to 
be represented by a mayor who has 
lived and worked among them. As a 
native and life-long resident of 
Crossett, I have great relationships 
within our community. I grew up 
being mentored by many town lead-
ers and business owners. I work with 
professionals who instilled in me 
great morals and values, a work ethic 
that came from years of hard work, 
and an appreciation for accomplish-
ing tasks through dedication and per-
severance. 

Crossett is at a fork in the road and 
the decisions made now will determine 
the course of our future. So much 
promise is on the horizon due to the 
momentum we’ve built  these last three 
months I’ve served our town as mayor. 
We are at a pivotal point in our history 
and leadership is critical as we take 
these steps together. 

My experience as mayor, and as 
mayor pro-tem before that, my experi-
ence on the city council and the training 
I’ve had in municipal law and govern-
ment, and my extensive leadership 

“A rising tide lifts all ships” is a 
slogan used since the 1950’s. It can 
be used to speak of an individual’s 
effect upon other people. It can also 
be used to describe the effect of a 
business upon the town or the abil-
ity of a city to enhance the lives of 
its residents. My thoughts center 
around both, for I believe that if we 
have a positive, producing Mayor, 
then businesses will come into our 
town and lift us up to even greater 
heights. I believe I am that type of 
man. 

Why am I the best candidate for 
the job and why should citizens 
vote for me?

I feel that I am the right candi-
date for the job because I have the 
proven skill set needed to guide 
the city. I have the experience and 
tenure that enable me to make 
good decisions under potentially 
difficult circumstances. I have 
been in the position with those 
decision rights and have been suc-
cessful and accomplished when 
doing so. 

I am a Crossett native with Crossett 
values coursing through my veins. I 
have an impeccable work ethic that 
matches our blue collar beginnings 
coupled with a God-given gift of lead-
ing people.

Voters, you have read all of our 
words here in this print forum. You 
listened to our ideas on QLite and 
KAGH “Meet the Candidate” inter-
views. You watched our body language 
at the Crossett Area Chamber of 
Commerce and American Legion’s 
mayoral forum. 
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Crossett mayoral candidates make their final appeal to voters
Editor’s Note: Each week in the month of July, Crossett’s mayoral candidates each answered a question about an issue that was 
posed by one of the other candidates. By participating in the print forum, the candidates got a chance to discuss issues that they 
think should be a priority while giving the public a chance to understand how they will approach leading the city. The answers 
were presented as written by the candidates. This week, they have been given then chance to make an individual pitch directly to 
voters. The election is Aug. 11.

Why are you the best candidate overall, and why should the people of Crossett vote for you?

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The special election to elect Crossett’s 
new mayor will be next Tuesday. Early 
voting is already under way. 

Five candidates are in the running to 
finish late Mayor Scott McCormick’s 
term, which ends Dec. 31, 2022. 

The candidates on the ballot include 
Kevin Cosby, Crystal Marshall, Dale 
Martinie, David Newberry and Sarah 
Hollimon Stagg. 

According to the Arkansas code 7-5-
106, if there are more than two candidates 
running, who is the winner will not be just 
a matter of the candidate who gets the 
most votes. 

The law requires a run-off election if 
there are more than two candidates for 
election to any municipal office at any 
general election and no candidate receives:

4A plurality of 40 percent of the 
votes cast.
4A plurality of 40 percent of the 

votes with at least 20 per-
cent more of the votes cast 
in their favor than the sec-
ond-place candidate.

In other words, the win-
ning candidate must not 
only get more than 40 per-
cent of the total votes cast, 
but must beat the second 
place candidate by at least 
20 percent of the total votes 
cast to avoid a run-off. 

The law created confu-
sion in the 2018 election 
when vote counters saw 
that Valerie Martin had more votes than 
her opponents, Tony Jones, and the 
incumbent, McCormick. Martin didn’t 
beat McCormick by the additional 20 

percent required, however, so Martin 
and McCormick competed in a run-off, 
which McCormick then won.

Early voting began on 
Tuesday and will run 
through Aug. 7 between 
the hours of 8 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. and on August 
10 from 8 a.m. until 4:30 
p.m. 

Early voting sites are at 
the Ashley County Clerk’s 
Office in the Ashley 
County Courthouse in 
Hamburg, and at the 
Crossett Economic 
Development Community 
Center, at 105 West 2nd 

Ave., in Crossett.
Ashley County Clerk Christie Martin 

posted a request on social media that all 

See VOTE, Page 3

Mayoral candidate Kevin Cosby speaks during American Legion Post 111’s candi-
date forum last week while candidates Crystal Marshall, Dale Martinie and David 
Newberry listen. Inset, candidate Sarah Hollimon Stagg speaks during the forum.
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Crossett special election campaigns enter home stretch
Election Day set for Aug. 11; early voting under way
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Authorities in Louisiana have arrest-
ed a Hamburg man on the accusation 
that he stole more than $750,000 in 
timber.

State Authorities reported that after a 
six-month investigation, Robert B. 

Barnes, 67, of Hamburg,  was arrested 
on July 29. 

According to public information 
available online, he owned and operated 
a sawmill company in Simsboro, La. by 
the name of Barnes in Barnes Tie LLC.

Investigators released a statement 
that they received complaints from mul-
tiple loggers earlier this year. 

According to those reports, the log-
gers said they delivered timber to 
Barnes’ sawmill in Lincoln Parish, but 
never got paid. 

The complaints were investigated, 
ultimately leading to Barnes’ arrest.

Louisiana documents say the value 
of the allegedly stolen timber was deter-
mined to be $752,394.72.

The Lincoln Parish Clerk of Court in 
Ruston, La., said that she had no file on 
the case yet and probably wouldn’t have 
a court date for at least a month. She 
also could not confirm if Barnes was 
still in jail or had been released. 

Representatives from the Third 
District District Attorney’s Office were 
not available for comment.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Received a pack 

of mystery seeds? 

Don’t plant them, 

officials say
STAFF REPORTS

People who recently received a 
package of mystery seeds in the mail 
need to beware — those seeds may 
be more mysterious than they appear 
at first blush.

“The Arkansas Department of 
Agriculture has been made aware 
that private citizens in several states 
have received unsolicited packages 
containing seeds that appear to have 
originated from China,” said Scott 
Bray, plant industries director for the 
Arkansas Agriculture Department. 

“The types of seeds in the pack-
ages are unknown at this time and 
may be invasive plant species. We 
urge people not to plant them, but 
report them to us.”

Extension specialists urged cau-
tion in dealing with the seeds since 
residents don’t want to introduce 
non-native plants into the state. 

Hamburg man charged with timber theft in Louisiana

HOPE AT HOME

DRIVE THROUGH

BANQUET

Hope at Home, an Ash-
ley County-based orga-
nization that advocates 
for cancer patients and 
their caregivers, typi-
cally has a survivor’s 
banquet each spring. 
After COVID-19 con-
cerns changed plans 
this year, the organi-
zation hosted the ban-
quet by drive-through. 
The  event was July 30.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer
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