
Bound for regionals

PAGE 6

Glam girls

PAGE 12

12 pages, 1 sectionVolume 80, No. 29 Crossett, Ark.

24
JUNE

On the World Wide Web at www.ashleynewsobserver.com $1.00

2018

July

18

Quorum to support Hamburg eff ort
County to give $5K 
monthly supporting 
ambulance contract

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The Ashley County Quorum Court 
voted Monday to give up to $40,000 in 
$5,000 monthly installments to the City 
of Hamburg to subsidize its temporary 
ambulance program while the city 
works out a long-term solution.

The vote, which passed 9-1-1 with 
Justice Rhonda Pippen abstaining and 
Justice Ronnie Wheeler voting against, 
came after the Quorum met with the 

Hamburg City Council Monday. The 
justices had sought the meeting in an 
effort to make sure they understood 
Hamburg’s plans for ambulance service 
and to ensure the Quorum’s actions 

wouldn’t be at odds with the city’s plans.
Hamburg currently has a $10,000 a 

month contract with FAST Ambulance 
Service to cover the city limits and the 
parts of the county not serviced by the 
Crossett Fire Department. The city 
council has placed a one-cent sales tax 
on the Sept. 11 ballot with the hope that 
it will provide future funding for an 
ambulance service.

If adopted, the tax will generate 
between $300,000 and $320,000, 
Hamburg Mayor Dane Weindorf said 
Monday.

“We wanted a permanent revenue 
source to make sure we have a sustain-
able ambulance service in Hamburg,” he 
said.

“We feel like it is the responsibility of 

the City of Hamburg because it is a pub-
lic safety issue to have an ambulance 
service for Hamburg and the surround-
ing areas.”

During the meeting, Weindorf laid out 
the Hamburg council’s vision for a sus-
tained ambulance service, either con-
tracted or city-owned.

The city wants a 24-hour Advanced 
Life Support (ALS) ambulance and a 
second ALS ambulance that can be on 
call with a 15-minute response time 
when it is on call, he said.

Having ALS ambulances is important 
because in the alternative — Basic Life 
Support (BLS) systems — ambulance 
providers can’t administer medicine, 
Weindorf said.

See AMBULANCE, Page 2

SLIDING INTO FUN
Crossett installs new equipment at Youth Center

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Crossett High School students 
itching to get into the new build-
ing will have to wait a little longer 
this fall.

Mike Webb with Ideal 
Construction, the Crossett School 
District’s construction manage-
ment company, announced 
Monday that Crossett High School 
students and staff will not be able 
to move into the new building 
with the start of school. 

Webb told the school board that 
the project was delayed four to six 
weeks, but that was a rough esti-
mate. 

“We are trying to be as accurate 
as we can on the finish date, but 
we don’t want to sacrifice quali-
ty,” Webb said. 

Webb told the board he would 
provide them with monthly 
updates at the beginning of August 
and September.

The construction crews lost 
five months to rain delays over 
the last 18 months of construc-
tion, he said. 

New school 
building 

move-in is 
delayed
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BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The mountains are rising again. 
Councilwoman Lynn Rodgers 

told the Crossett City Council 
Monday that “mountains, not hills” 
of leaves were piling up again and 
the city was going to have to devel-
op a permanent plan to address the 
issues. In the last year, the city had 
to receive permission from the 
state to remove piles 
that were so large they 
could be seen in satel-
lite photos. 

Rodgers told the 
council she was reach-
ing out to other entities 
to find a solution, or 
for someone to take the 
mountains of debris off of their 
hands. 

Rodgers told the council that an 
alternative plan needed to be put in 
place before the heavy leaf season 
begins.

The council agreed, but did not 
make any decisions about the mat-
ter. 

Rodgers also announced to the 
council that the city would soon be 
responsible for the Crossett 
Auditourium again.

The City of Crossett and the 
Crossett School District currently 
have a standing agreement that the 
school funds the auditorium. 

Once the new Crossett High 
School campus is open, however, 

Councilwoman: 
Permanent 

plan for leaves 
is still needed
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Students will start 
the academic year 
on old CHS campus

See SCHOOL, Page 3

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

ATVs such as four-wheelers and 
side-by-sides will be allowed in the 
annual Crossett Riding Club Rodeo 
Parade this year.

Mayor Scott McCormick told the 
Crossett City Council Monday that 
residents have had questions about 
the city’s parade policy.

According to discussion by the 
council, there was 
some confusion at last 
year ’s Christmas 
Parade about the city 
rules. 

The issue was placed 
on the agenda after 
concerned citizens 
contacted city officials 
regarding an incident in last year’s 
Christmas parade. The city received 
complaints that the Christmas 
Parade did not allow side-by-sides 
— small two- to six-person vehi-
cles usually used off-road — but 
allowed golf carts and other ATVS.

“There has been some contro-
versy that the city is refusing to 
allow ATVs in the parade, but the 
city does not have an issue with 
ATVs, that issue was with the 
Chamber of Commerce,” 
McCormick said.

Chamber of Commerce Board 
President Howard Beatty said, 
however, that it wasn’t the Chamber 
that said the vehicles weren’t 
allowed.

Some of the council members 
voiced that they had heard different 
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BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

What if the old Crossett City Hall 
could be more than an empty 
municipal building?

That was the vision a resident 
took to the Crossett City Council 
this week. Former resident Tena 
Carter — who told the council that 
she knew a group that had formed a 
non-profit that restored old homes 
and buildings —  said that the 
Muncipal Building on Main Street 
is on the National Historical 
Register and should be restored.

It wouldn’t have to be used for 
government purposes, she said.

“I envision a coffee shop,” Carter 

said. 
Carter told the council she just 

wanted to point out to the council 
the things people 
“around town are talk-
ing about.” 

She said that the 
Main Street Mall was a 
popular topic, specifi-
cally the restaurant 
space. 

Carter said that peo-
ple have tried to purchase the build-
ing and open the restaurant, but 
couldn’t justify buying the entire 
building for just the restaurant por-
tion. Carter said that should the 
non-profit group come in to restore 
the historical buildings, that could 

potentially help the appearance of 
Main Street and bring new busi-
nesses to the area. 

At the same meeting, the council 
also discussed the city’s ongoing 
efforts to clean up properties in the 
neighborhoods.

Code Enforcement Officer Tony 
Jones gave a brief presentation to 
the council about what he is work-
ing on to clean up the city.

Jones reported that his office had 
sent 98 certified letters, had 14 
houses demolished and moved over 
20 vehicles in the last six months. 

“Crossett is in good shape com-
pared to all over the state,” Jones 
said. 

Jones was recently added to the 

Code Enforcement Planning 
Committee for the State of Arkansas 
and said that after looking at other 
places, he feels like “Crossett is an 
angel.”

Council member Valerie Martin 
said that she was proud of the work 
Jones was doing, but she didn’t 
want him to be satisfied with the 
way Crossett looks just because it 
isn’t “as bad” as other places in the 
state. 

Jones assured the council that he 
would continue working to clean up 
the city. 

Jones talked about enforcing 
ordinances such as lawn care and 
junk cars and explained his process 

Carter: Imagine possibilities for historic properties

Martin
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Local children play on the new playground equipment at 

the Youth Center on Third Avenue, which was installed last 

week. City Council member Crystal Marshall worked with 

members of the Youth Center board and city employees to 

see that the project, started several years ago by the late 

Rep. Sheila Lampkin, was fi nished. The city added funds 

to money Lampkin raised and provided equipment, fenc-

ing and gravel so that the playground could be remodeled. 

The Youth Center board, city council and mayor hosted a 

groundbreaking  at the playground Tuesday.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer


