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END of the
RUN

Road work
talk dominates
Quorum Court
budget vote
Cinderella season
ends with Eagles
No. 4 team in state
BY VAL GAUGHT
SPORTS REPORTER

The Crossett Eagles ended their
season on Friday night, but the
players and coaches said they are
proud to have finished fourth in the
state.
Coach Sonny Nason said they
will take a short break before getting in gear for next year.
“Today is always the worst day
for me because I have to start taking stuff up, and I hate it especially
for my seniors, but it won’t be long
and we will be right back at it,”
Nason said.
The Eagles fell to the Shiloh
Christian
Saints
49-14
at
Yarborough Stadium on Friday
night.
See FOOTBALL, Page 6
Crossett Eagle Willie Taylor is
brought down by a Shiloh Christian
Saints defender during the Round 4
playoff game in Crossett last Friday.
The Saints won the matchup 49-14.
VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

HHS creating intervention class period in January
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Come January, students at Hamburg
High School are going to find themselves scheduled for an additional class
period.
The new period, Response to
Intervention, won’t be as long as the
other classes during the day, but will
have the goal of helping students who
have fallen behind catch up. For students who are doing well, the period
will offer “extension activities” that re-

enforce other things they are learning.
Assistant Principal Eddie Tucker presented the idea to the Hamburg School
District board Monday night, telling
them that the program is part of the
HSD’s goal to provide all students with
an environment that empowers them to
succeed.
“Not just some students, not just the
students who want to succeed, but all
the students,” he said.
The RTI period will be between first
and second blocks, and will last 25 minutes.

MILLAGE BACKED IMPROVEMENTS

Construction projects now
under way at Portland, HHS
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

It may look like a mess right
now, but the construction zone at
Portland Elementary School is a
signal for other improvements to
come in the Hamburg
School District.
HSD
officials
updated the school
board about the ongoing work on millagefunded
projects
Streeter
Monday night. Voters
approved the up-to
$7.8 million school improvement
package that is funding the project
with the passage of a 4-mill ad
valorem tax in May.
The ongoing work at Portland is
in the gym area.
“It is gutted when you walk in,”

Portland Principal Cristy West
said. “The bleachers are gone, the
walls are down to the cinderblocks.
They are moving right along.”
Superintendent Tracy Streeter
said work began at Portland Dec.
2.
“That project is going to move
fast,” she said.
On the project’s Hamburg High
School phase, concrete pads needed to improve the Heating,
Ventilation and Air-Conditioning
system have been poured, and the
school has seen approximately 70
percent of the ductwork completed, Streeter said.
“The cafeteria and kitchen
should be completed over
Christmas break,” she said. “Those
were items that needed to be done
when students weren’t there.”
See CONSTRUCTION, Page 2

“Right now, we have extra time built
into first block, so now some of that
time is going to fund RTI time,” Tucker
said. “We are also going to take five
minutes out of the other blocks…It is
going to balance out the blocks.”
RTI will work so that when a student
needs extra help in a subject, they won’t
have to be pulled from an active classroom and placed in intervention, he said.
“(Because) what is going on in the
class when you’ve got them pulled out?
Other teaching,” Tucker said. “So when
Jimmy comes back in, he is still behind,

he is still struggling.”
Teachers will be able to request students be placed in RTI, but students will
also have the choice to request help as
well, Tucker said.
“Something we have always faced
here at the high school is, ‘How can I
make a student come for tutoring?’ The
teacher can assign tutoring to the student,” he said.
“There will be some tutoring of every
department every day.”
The RTI period will also be available
See RTI, Page 2

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Ashley County Quorum Court
approved the county’s 2020 budget even
though two of the nine members disagreed with portions of it.
Justice Rhonda Pippen said she had
concerns with adding both a 3 percent
raise and a 2 percent insurance increase to employee
benefits.
Pippen said with the
uncertainty of the economy right now, referencing
the recent layoffs at
Georgia Pacific, she didn’t Pippen
think it was wise to do
both.
Justice Carlton Lawrence said that he
understood her concerns, but that the
budget committee had taken those concerns into consideration before recommending the budget to the full court.
Lawrence pointed out the county’s
various reserve accounts and said the
See QUORUM, Page 2

QUORUM COURT

Vote to clear
Hamburg debt
passed, Quorum
attorney says
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Ashley County Quorm
Court’s attorney told the Quorum
Tuesday that after careful study of
the issue, he believes a vote left
hanging at last month’s meeting had
passed after all.
During the Quorum’s November
meeting, the justices voted to wipe
the City of Hamburg’s slate clean
and start new with the city regarding
its dispatching service debt.
Though seven justices had voted
in favor of doing that, Justice Ronnie
Wheeler questioned whether or not
See DEBT, Page 5

HAMBURG HOLIDAYS

Seasonal well-wishers gathered to celebrate the coming holiday season in Hamburg by gathering in the
Square for the annual Hamburg Holidays festivities,
which included a parade.
VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

