
Tournament champs
PAGE 6A

CRC rodeo in town
PAGE 1B

28 pages, 2 sectionsVolume 81, No. 22 Crossett, Ark. On the World Wide Web at www.ashleynewsobserver.com $1.00

24
JUNE

2019 

May
29

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Law enforcement officials in 
Ashley County are investigating an 
alleged bank robbery in Hamburg.

The robbery happened at Southern 
Bancorp at approximately 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday morning. A suspect, 
Tramon Savage, was arrested shortly 
after the incident. He is currently 
being detained in the Ashley County 
Jail.

Early in the investigation officials 
said they believed he used a hand-
gun when he entered the bank. 
Hamburg Police Chief Johnny Oliver 
later said, however, that the suspect 
used a BB gun. 

Oliver said that they were able to 
identify Savage on camera while he 
was outside of the bank.

In the security film footage, 
Savage is reportedly seen covering 
his face with a mask and entering 
the bank. Savage can then be seen 
tossing a backpack on the teller’s 
counter. Oliver said once Savage 

had obtained the cash —which 
turned about to be approximately 
$3,000 — he exited the building.

Savage was arrested at 408 
Hickory St., in Hamburg. Oliver 
said all of the cash was recov-
ered. 

Savage was charged with 
aggravated robbery and theft of 
property more than $2500. 

As of Tuesday morning, 
Savage was still in custody and 
Oliver said his bond was set at 
$100,000.

Officials with the Ashley County Sheriff’s Department, the Hamburg Police Depart-
ment, the Arkansas State Police and the Morehouse Parish Sheriff’s Office responded 
to the scene of a reported bank robbery at Southern Bancorp in Hamburg Thursday.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

Police arrest suspect after 
robbery at Hamburg bank

MURDER

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

An Ashley County man was arrested 
and charged  with first-degree rape in 
Louisiana last week. 

A representative with the the 
Ouachita Parish Clerk’s Office said 
Christopher Edwards of Hamburg is 
facing one count of felony rape and 
will appear in court in July. Edwards 
was arrested May 15 after 
Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s 
Office investigators 
responded to and investi-
gated a sexual assault 
complaint involving a 
minor. 

According to an arrest 
warrant the investigation 
into Edwards, 23, started 
in April after the victim’s mother con-
tacted authorities alleging that Edwards 
had sexually assaulted her child. 

The warrant states the mother and 
her boyfriend were living in a resi-
dence at a location on Cooley Road in 
West Monroe, and that Edwards and 
the child stayed in a camper described 
as “unlivable” behind the home. 

The trailer reportedly had no water, 
bathroom, lights or power installed and 
it was noted by investigators that the 
home was unsuitable for a child.  

Edwards will go before a judge in 
Ouachita Parish at 1:30 p.m. July 2 in 
Courtroom No. 9. 

Edwards

Ashley County 
man booked 
on rape charge 
in Louisiana

CRIME

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Ashley County Quorum Court 
did not approve the City of Hamburg’s 
request for an ambulance subsidy to 
help cover the cost of ambulance 
service outside the city limits. 

During its April meeting, the 
Hamburg City Council voted to pres-
ent an intergovernmental agreement 
for the matter to the Quorum.

The Hamburg residents passed a 
sales tax in 2018 to fund an ambu-
lance service after the announcement 
that Ashley County 
Medical Center would 
no longer subsidize 
FAST Ambulance, the 
ambulance company 
that was servicing 
Hamburg and surround-
ing areas at the time.

Pro-Med — the com-
pany that was awarded 
the ambulance contract after the tax 
election — gave the city of Hamburg 
two different bid packages, one for 
coverage inside the city limits only 
and one that included coverage out-
side the city limits. Hamburg Mayor 
Dane Weindorf said that there was a 
$3,000 difference in the cost for Pro-
Med to serve outside of the city lim-
its. 

Hamburg City Attorney Paul 
Keith said during the April meeting 
that if the county agreed to contrib-
ute the contract difference of $3,000, 
the current contract with Pro-Med to 
serve all of Ashley County that isn’t 
served by the Crossett Fire 
Department would continue. 

If the agreement was not signed, 
however, then Hamburg’s contract 
with Pro-Med would be modified as 
of July 1.

The agreement was presented at 
the regular quorum court meeting 
last week, but the Quorum scheduled 
a special meeting the justices could 
meet with Weindorf and the mem-
bers of Hamburg’s city council to 
discuss the issue. 

Some of the justices also said they 
were led to believe that if the sales 
tax passed, it would be the end of the 
ambulance discussion. The Quorum 
had previously ratified a temporary 
agreement to subsidize Hamburg’s 
ambulance service with up-to $4,000 
a month through the end of March.

“I was under the impression that 
the (money) that we were giving 
Hamburg until March was only to 
help them until the sales tax kicked 
in,” Justice Ricky Sims said. 

Justice Bob Rush said he referred 
back to the minutes from last July 
and that all of the discussion at that 
time said that the sales tax, if passed, 
would cover all areas not covered by 
Crossett. 

“Mr. Keith made the statement at 
that meeting made the statement that 
if we had family in the city of 
Hamburg to call them and tell them 

Quorum won’t 

give Hamburg 

subsidy for 

ambulance

INFRASTRUCTURE

Weindorf

See QUORUM, Page 5A

BY VAL GAUGHT
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The Crossett Educaton Alliance 
gave out more than $20,000 during 
the 2018-2019 school year, includ-
ing a recent grant from a local com-
pany that allowed the purchase of 
new pre-k curriculum for an area 
pre-school. 

Cherub Alford with the CEA said 
that the group received $3,000 from 
the Weyerhaeuser Giving Fund 
Grant. Alford said that on their 

application they said they wanted 
the funding to be able to provide 
centers at the Crossett Learning 
Center to enhance the educaton of 
the incoming kindegarteners. 

Officials with CEA said that sev-
eral students were entering kinder-
garten behind the level the kinder-
garten curriculum is set up for. 

“For example, at least half of this 
year’s kindergarten students started 
school without knowing how to 
write their name or all of their let-
ters,” Alford said. “And teachers 

just aren’t allowed the opportunity 
to go back and catch those students 
up.”

Crossett Learning Center 
Librarian Leslie Mansur had 
already began working with school 
counselor Norma Watts on “make-
shift” centers where students can 
“play and learn” during library and 
counseling time. When the CEA 
learned of their project, they want-
ed to  assist.

The CEA worked directly with 
Mansur to come up with ideas for 

the proposed centers that CEA 
wanted to implement. 

Though the centers aren’t quite 
complete, Alford said they will be 
before the students go back to 
school in August. 

In addition to helping secure 
grant funding for the centers, the 
CEA also reached out to local pre-
schools in the area to offer new 
curriculum. 

Each year CEA gets a certain 
amount of funding from Forward 

Alliance gives out $20,000 in grants over school year

See ALLIANCE, Page 5A

Crossett is getting ready toRODE

Crossett Riding Club President Chris Adkins hangs flags at the 
Cap Gates Arena in advance of the 71st Annual CRC PRCA Rodeo.  
Below, area residents participate in fun and games at the Cros-
sett Area Chamber of Commerce’s Rodeo Roundup events Satur-
day. For a preview of the rodeo, see the B section inserted in this 
weeks’ paper. VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

Two shootings, 

one fatal, under 

investigation in 

Ashley County

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Law enforcement officials are 
investigating two Memorial Day 
weekend shootings in Ashley County, 
one of which was fatal.

In the case of the fatal shooting, 
Hamburg and Arkansas State Police 
are investigating. 

Arkansas State Police spokesman 
Bill Sadler said that the homicide 
happened at approximately 1:10 a.m. 
May 27

A news release from Sadler said 
local police officers responded to 407 
W. Foote Street in Hamburg, where 
they discovered an individual, later 
identified as Curtis Lee Jordan Jr., 
30, had been wounded by gunfire.  
Sadler reported that Jordan died 
inside the residence.

The release said that special agents 
of the Arkansas State Police began 
processing the crime scene early 
Monday morning and questioning 
individuals who may have informa-
tion about the shooting incident.

Jordan’s body and forensic evi-
dence are being examined by person-
nel assigned to the Arkansas State 
Crime Laboratory.

A criminal investigation is con-
tinuing, but as of Tuesday afternoon, 
no formal charges had been filed in 

See SHOOTING, Page 5A

Victim of Hamburg 
shooting, 30, died at 
W. Foote Street house


