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Miller: Economic development not Quorum’s job SCHOOLS

School board 
accepts Nason 
resignation 

as coach
After seven years, 
athletic director to 
return to native La.

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Following a conference champi-
onship season, Crossett High 
School football coach and athletic 
director William “Sonny” Nason 
has resigned.

School district offi-
cials announced dur-
ing Monday night’s 
school board meeting 
that Nason had 
resigned effective 
Feb. 28 and the board 
had accepted his res-
ignation as presented 
by the Superintendent 
Gary Williams.

Nason completed his 27th sea-
son as a coach and his seventh at 
Crossett by taking the Eagles to 
the football semifinals in 
December. The season saw the 
Eagles’ first conference champion-
ship since 2003, and the team fin-
ished the year with a 9-4 record.

The coaching and athletic direc-
tor job has been posted on multiple 
Websites including on the Arkansas 
Association of Educational 
Administrators, where it was post-
ed on March 4.

The district has been accepting 

Nason

See NASON, Page 2

SAFETY

Hamburg-area 
man injured in 
weekend fire 

accident
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

A Hamburg man was badly 
burned while starting a small fire 
in his yard over the weekend and 
had to be transported by helicop-
ter for medical treatment.

Hamburg Fire Chief Tim Hollis 
said the Hamburg Fire Department, 
ProMed Ambulance and Ashley 
County Sheriff ’s office all 
responded to a call in the 
Promiseland Community on 
Ashley 70 on Saturday night.

“A young man was trying to 
start a campfire in his back yard, 
and he was using gasoline and 
nothing went his way,” Hollis 
said. 

Hollis said the victim was air-
lifted from the scene of the fire to 
Little Rock, but he is expected to 
survive. 

The victim was airlifted at 
approximately 9:30 p.m. on 
Saturday night and as of Monday 
morning he was reported to be in 
stable condition. 

“He received first and second 
degree burns and he’s got a lot of 
recovering to do, but it looks like 
he is going to be alright,” Hollis 
said. 

Ashley County Sheriff Tommy 
Sturgeon said that the incident 
was ruled as an accident, but 
declined to release the victim’s 
name.

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

An Ashley County Quorum court 
member said Tuesday that economic 
development is not the quorum court’s 
responsibility.

The discussion began a month ago 
when a county resident, Bruce Towe, 
asked the Quorum during its February 
meeting to consider hiring an economic 
developer or grant writer for the county. 
He spoke about the multiple grant 
opportunities and economic funds that 
are out there and he said he felt like 
Ashley County was missing out on 
funding because it didn’t have a person 
dedicated to looking and applying for 
those funds.

During this month’s meeting, Towe 
appeared before the Quorum again, ask-
ing if any thought had been put towards 

his suggestions.
Justice Ron Miller said he looked into 

some of the programs that were brought 
up in the previous discussion, one of 
them being the Opportunity 
Zone Project, which allows 
investors to reduce their 
capital gains. Miller 
said that he found 
that Crossett was 
on the list as an 
opportunity zone. 
However, Miller 
said that while 
there did appear to 
funding available, 
that he didn’t feel like it was the court’s 
job to manage that.

“I spent two or three hours looking 
into this, and then I looked at my job 
description,” Miller said. “It’s my job to 
oversee ordinance and county funds and 

I can even marry somebody, but one of 
our duties is not economic develop-
ment,” he said.

Towe asked about the possibility of 
hiring a grant writer.

“But that’s not 
the county’s job,” 
Miller said. “We 
oversee the health 
and welfare of the 
citizens and the 
roads. There are 
economic develop-
ers in Crossett and in 
Hamburg.”

 In other news:

4Justice Ronnie Wheeler requested 
that last month’s minutes be amended to 
reflect a typo regarding the ramp at the 
Economic Development office in 
Crossett, which is used as an early vot-
ing center during elections. The minutes 

said the ramp needed to be seven feet 
long to meet ADA guidelines, but 
Wheeler said the ramp needed an addi-
tional seven feet added on to the current 
ramp to meet ADA guidelines. The 
changes were made and minutes were 
approved as amended.
4The justices resumed an ongoing 

discussion about litter in the county.
Justice Ricky Simms said that the city 

of Monroe, La., has dumping sites where 
the public can dump trash and junk and 
the city picks it up and takes it the dump. 

“We are going to have to pick it up 
anyway, we might as well have a desig-
nated spot,” Simms said. 

The growing litter problem has been 
a hot topic at Quorum Court meetings 
for several months. Miller suggested that 
the court solid waste committee work on 
an ordinance so that the people dumping 

See QUORUM, Page 2

CRIME

Teen suspect 
formally charged 
with tampering, 
capital murder

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The 16-year-old suspect arrest-
ed in connection with the fatal 
shooting of another teen in 
January has been formally 
charged with capital murder. 

Tenth Judicial District 
Prosecuting Attorney Thomas 
Deen filed a criminal information 
sheet in the Ashley County Circuit 
Clerk’s office last Wednesday 
charging Brian C. Pollock with 
the capital murder of Joshua 
Couser. 

Couser’s body was discovered 
Jan. 16 on Ashley 16. The follow-
ing day, two adults and Pollock, a 
minor, were arrested. 

While the filings do not paint a 
full picture of what happened the 
morning Couser died, it alleges 
that he was a passenger in a 
vehicle with the three suspects 
prior to the shooting.

The information filed in the 
clerk’s office states that on Jan. 
17 the investigators determined 
that a 2000 Cadillac Escalade was 
used in the commission of the 
homicide. 

The investigators then ques-
tioned the owner of the vehicle 
and the person who was listed on 
the vehicle’s registration. 

Following those interviews and 
several search warrants, Pollock 
— along with Brandon Fields and 
Daylon Manning — was devel-
oped as a suspect, the court 
records state. 

The investigator’s statement 
says that there were four people 
in the vehicle the night of the 
shooting —  Pollock, Manning, 
Fields and the victim, Couser. 
The owner of the vehicle was not 
named or listed as a suspect on 
any of the documentation and the 
sheriff’s office declined to say at 
the time of the arrests that they did 

See CHARGE, Page 2

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

A man who was previously con-
victed of rape and introduction  of 
a controlled substance into the 
body of another person was arrest-
ed last week on allegations he was 
internet stalking a child. 

According to documents filed in 
the Ashley County Circuit Clerk’s 
office, Thomas Dewayne 
Wilcoxon, 46, of Ashley County 

was arrested on March 2 and 
charged with internet stalking.

The criminal information sheet 
filed states that Wilcoxon used an 
electronic device to “seduce, 

solicit, lure or entice an individual 
he believes to be 15 years of age 
or younger” in an effort to meet up 
with that individual to engage in 
sexual intercourse or other sexual 
activity. 

Wilcoxon went for his first 
appearance on March 6 and has a 
hearing set next month.

The Ashley County Clerk’s office 
also has record of Wilcoxon being 
convicted in 2005. 

Wilcoxon was found guilty of 

rape and introduction of a controlled 
substance into the body of another 
person on Jan. 19, 2005, for a crime 
he committed in July 2004. 

At the time Wilcoxon was 30 
years old and his victim was 15. 

Wilcoxon will go before Judge 
Sam Pope on April 20 for the 
Internet stalking charge, which is a 
Class B felony punishable with a 
sentence of not less than five years 
or more than 30 years  in prison and 
for a fine of up to $15,000.

Man with past conviction booked on cyberstalking charge
JUST THE FACTS: 

Internet stalking is a Class B felony, 

which is punishible with not less than 

five years but no more than 30 years 
in prison, and a fine of up to $15,000.
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for the Crossett splash pad

The Friends of the Crossett Community hosted a carnival in Cros-
sett last weekend. Though not all the games were water-based, 
the proceeds were earmarked in part to fund the construction of a 
splash pad at the Crossett City Pool.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer


