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Council OKs 
bid for possible 
new City Hall, 
talks pay scale

Adopted pay proposal 
will allow salary bump 
for workers, officials

AMANDA ELLIS

ASHLEY NEWS OBSERVER

The Crossett City Council autho-
rized Monday for the mayor to 
make a bid on a potential new City 
Hall.

Mayor Crystal Marshall brought 
the request for the authorization 
after she presented a strategic 
growth plan for the City of Crossett. 
She asked the council 
to think about where 
the city is today, and 
what direction they 
want to move toward. 

She asked them what 
types of things they 
would like to see or if 
they had any plans for 
Crossett that they wanted to dis-
cuss, indicating that once the coun-
cil arrived at a conclusion she want-
ed to gather public input and then 
formalize it into a strategic plan. 

Marshall asked the council to 
consider the purchase of the old 
Citizen’s Bank building on Main 
Street to be used as the new loca-
tion for City Hall. 

“You all have had a chance to see 
the building. It’s worth a really 
healthy discussion,” she said.

Marshall said the city has a good 
City Hall building, but it has two 
issues that she can think of from a 
customer service standpoint.

OFFICIALS

Hartshorn to 
step down 

after 25 years as 
county coroner

VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Ashley County Coroner Steve 
Hartshorn announced Monday that 
he plans to retire after 25 years in 
the coroner’s office.

His retirement will be effective 
Dec. 31.

The outgoing coroner said in the 
news release announcing his inten-
tion to retire that he has 
many people he wishes 
to acknowledge, thank-
ing the people of Ashley 
County for their support 
and confidence in him 
over the past two-plus 
decades.

“He also wants to 
thank the County Judges 
he had the privilege to serve with, 
who have always been easy to work 
with and accommodating,” the 
release said, naming Don Hartley, 
Jan Lauhon, Emory Austin, Dennis 
Holland, Jim Hudson and the late 
Larry Kinnaird.

Hartshorn also thanked the four 
sheriffs he worked with — Billy 
Hudson, David Jonson, Tommy 
Sturgeon and the late James 
Robinson — as well as their depart-
ments, characterizing the relation-
ships he had with them as “excel-
lent.”

City seeks further public input on seal proposal
AMANDA ELLIS

ASHLEY NEWS OBSERVER

The City of Crossett recently polled 
its residents for their input on a spe-
cial project that Mayor Crystal 
Marshall says will last “for genera-
tions.”

The polling in question was done 
because Marshall wanted to gather 
public opinion about what should be 
on the proposed Crossett city seal 
before making anything permanent.

Choices
After the initial round of polling 

and public feedback, the city is offer-
ing the residents a second round of 
choices that reflect the narrower 
vision of the first set of results. 

The final three options for the city 
seal can be found on the city’s 
Facebook page, where one can choose 
which design they prefer. 

All three options consist of four 

images that the public decided on pre-
viously, which were an eagle, Lucas 
Pond, Wiggins Cabin, and a tree. 

The date the city was founded is 
across the center of the seal, and the 
outer ring surrounding the four imag-
es reads, “City of Crossett” over the 
top, with “Arkansas” across the bot-
tom.

One difference in these final three 
options is that option one has the tree 
that the artist created originally. 

After public feedback asking for a 
tree that more closely resembled a 
pine, the artist went back to the draw-
ing board and option two was created 
to satisfy that request.

Option three reflected more public 
comments. For the third choice, the 
artist placed a deer underneath the 
pine tree in the image. 

Any person wishing to make their 
choice for the seal can do so by visit-
ing either City Hall or the City of 

Crossett Facebook page and casting 
their vote at bit.ly/3qMKzy6.

Vision for a seal
Marshall said she has been 

thinking about creating a 
seal for the city for over 
a year.

“We began work-
ing on it when Xavier 
[Brown] started 
working for the city,” 
said Marshall, refer-
ring to the intern may-
or’s assistant who worked 
for City Hall this past summer.

Marshall and her team at City Hall 
worked with an artist and came up 
with several versions of each image. 

that has elapsed since the suspect’s 
arrest is counted, and how that time is 
counted will depend on 
the special-appointed 
judge’s ruling.

Speedy trial 
matters

Robert Jerome 
Williams Jr. is 
charged with 
capital murder, 
aggravated assault, 
terroristic threatening, and possession 
of firearms by certain persons in 
connection with the Aug. 13, 2020, 
shooting death of Dominic L. Lewis.

Williams was charged in court on 
Sept 17, 2020. His attorneys are now 
alleging that his right to a speedy 
trial has been violated and have 

asked the court to dismiss the charg-
es on those grounds. 

In Arkansas, the right to a speedy 
trial is legally defined as taking place 
within 365 days of arrest or service 

of summons. Williams was 
arrested on Aug. 13, 

2020, and by the 
time the 
motion to 
dismiss for 
violation of 

speedy trial was filed on Aug. 29, 
2022, a total of 844 days had passed.

The passage of time is not straight-
forward in the case, however, and in 
some instances the law allows the 
court to stop the clock on counting 
days toward the end of the speedy 
trial period. The state’s response — 

filed by special prosecutors Jack 
McQuary and C. Ryan Cooper — 
was that as of Sept. 12 only 255 
speedy trial eligible days had 
elapsed. 

An order setting a much earlier 
date for trial was issued in October 
2020. It is currently set for Dec. 5.

However, following a series of 
requests for continuances, judicial 
reassignments and prosecutorial 
recusals, the defense argued in its 
motions and in a court appearance 
on Sept. 14 that the days elapsing 
between those events counted on the 
speedy trial calendar. In one instance 
the defense team claimed the court 
intentionally set a trial date, “know-
ing defense counsel had a conflict.” 

Defense seeks dismissal of murder charges

VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The defense counsel for an Ashley 
County man charged with capital 
murder has asked the 10th Judicial 
District Court to throw out the charg-
es against him on constitutional 
grounds. 

Whether or not the case — for 
which the state has indicated it will 
seek the death penalty — even goes 
to trial could hinge on how the time 

Attorney: Suspect’s 
right to speedy trial 
has been violated

See SPEEDY, Page 12

AMANDA ELLIS

ASHLEY NEWS OBSERVER

The organizers of the Ashley 
County Fair finished up their year-
ly event over the weekend with a 
Fun Day for the community, as 
well as the Walk of Winners for 
those youth who submitted their 
livestock for review and placed in 
their categories.

The fairgrounds were packed 
with several different bounce 
houses and two giant inflatable 
waterslides. 

There was also a feed barrel 
train with an ATV providing the 
engine power to give smaller chil-
dren rides around the perimeter of 
the fairgrounds.

One participant received a spe-
cial award for looking after the 
animals in the livestock barn, 
regardless of who they belonged 
to. 

Ashley County Fair Board sec-
retary and member of the livestock 
committee Kelli Fairris praised the 
recipient for going beyond what 
was required of them and fulfilling 
whatever needs the animals had 
during their stay in the barn while 
their owners were not present. 

The Top Hand Herdsman Award 
was presented to Trace Buffington, 
along with a trophy and a $50 
check. Buffington also won awards 
for his poultry.

Buffington said he had raised 
chickens before but this was his 
first year raising waterfowl.

“They’re messy, but they’re 
fun,” he admitted. 

Buffington educated one partic-
ularly inquisitive fairgoer about 
the various ways to determine 
whether a duck was a male, which 
is referred to as a drake, or a 
female, which is simply referred 
to as a duck. 

He explained how as the males 
mature they develop a lower, rasp-
ier voice compared to the louder 
quacks of the females, and took 
one of each out of their holding 
cage to demonstrate. 

“You can also tell a drake from 

a duck when their adult tail feath-
ers come in,” Buffington 
explained. 

“The males’ tail feathers curl,” 
he said as he pointed out one such 
curl on his own drake, which was 
swimming in a kiddie pool with 
other ducks in a shaded pen next 
to the barn. 

Buffington ended up winning 
the award for Senior Poultry 
Showmanship, and Addison Allen 
took the Junior Poultry award for 
Showmanship. 

Allen also roped in the award 
for Grand Champion Pen of Pullets 
— chickens — as well as the 
Grand Champion Commercial 
Heifer Award.

Katelynn Kelley took second place 
in the Pen of Pullets category with her 
group of Old English Bantams.

HAVING A FAIR-LY GOOD TIME
Fun Day, livestock awards wrap up county’s annual fairground festivities

See FAIR, Page 3

Addison Allen brings out the animal that helped her win the Grand Champion Commercial Heifer Award at the Ashley County 
Fair. Below, two fair participants take care of livestock in the barn before awards are announced. AMANDA ELLIS/News Observer

A second round of voting has begun for the proposed Crossett city seal. 
Those who wish to do so can cast a vote online at bit.ly/3qMKzy6. The dif-
ference between the proposal at the top and the proposal at the left is a 
small deer under the tree on the top image.
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NEWS OBSERVER/SubmittedSee CORONER, Page 3

Hartshorn

See CITY, Page 7

Marshall


