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ELECTIONS

Presidential 
primary early 
voting now 
under way

Voters to also cast 
ballots in two races 
for 10th JDC judge

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Early voting for the Presidential 
primary is under way. In Ashley 
County, the election could also 
determine who will fill two judicial 
benches in the 10th Judicial District.

Polls are 
open from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through 
Friday, and 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday. 

Early ballots 
can be cast at the Crossett Economic 
Development building or at the 
Ashley County Courthouse.

Early voting will end at 5 p.m. 
March 2. Election Day is March 3, 
and polls will be open 7:30 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m.

Those who have moved or other-
wise need to update their informa-
tion have until Feb. 28 to do so 
before the election.

The ballot includes partisan 
Presidential primaries and a number 
of unopposed primaries for the 
Quorum Court, state representa-
tives, constable, and U.S. Congress.

Even though the primary candi-
dates are unopposed, some will still 
face a challenger in the general 
election.

The Democratic ticket does not 

See ELECTION, Page 5

COMMUNITY

HHS students 
seek to offer 

helping hand to 
those in need
BY CHANDLER NORSWORTHY

HHS STUDENT REPORTER

Some Hamburg High School stu-
dents were recently offered the 
chance to discover ways to actively 
help their community.

During Emily Wisener’s Tuesday 
Response to Intervention (RTI) class 
period, students brainstormed differ-
ent ways that people in need could be 
offered assistance.

Students reached a consensus after 
two days of discussion. They decided 
the best way they could assist the 
needy was to offer hope and love. 

To make this happen, class mem-
bers were assigned to make “Blessing 
Bags” for people in need or Valentine 
Cards for the members of the 
Hamburg Senior Citizen Center.

To ensure students completed each 
task during the 25-minute RTI period, 
participants from all four HHS grades 
were divided into two groups of 8 to 
10 students. 

One group was assigned to com-
pile what the group labeled as 
“Blessing Bags.” Students placed a 
deodorant, a toothbrush, toothpaste, 
socks, different types of non-perish-
able foods, flushable wipes and an 

See HELPING, Page 3

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

A discount variety store is con-
sidering adding a second location 
to the Crossett area.

Dollar General Public Relations 
Director Angela Petkovic said the 
company is in the early stages of 
opening a location on South 
Florida Street, which is also 
known as Martin Luther King 
Drive.

“At this time, we are currently 
in due diligence phase for a new 
Dollar General in Crossett that 
would be located off South Florida 
Street,” she said. 

“This means we are reviewing 
the opportunity to add a new store 
in the area, but we have not com-
mitted to doing so just yet.”

Petkovic said based on their 
current timeline, they anticipate to 
have a final decision on the new 
location by early summer 2020.

“Our company looks for places 
where we can offer customers an 
easy and convenient shopping 
choice as we generally serve cus-
tomers within a three to five mile 
radius, or 10-minute drive.,” she 
said. 

“We also take competitive fac-
tors, traffic patterns and commu-
nity concerns into consideration.”

Petkovic said the store would 
employ approximately 6-10 
employees, depending on the indi-

vidual needs of the store.
Ashley County currently has 

three Dollar General stores with 
one each in North Crossett, 
Hamburg and Fountain Hill.

The proposed location in 
Crossett would be within walking 
distance of Crossett High School, 
the middle school and the City 
Park area.

Petkovic said the company 
would send updates as the status 
of the project progressed.

Dollar store considering location near City Park

SAYING THANKS THE 

BEST WAY THEY KNOW

The Greater Crossett Area Food Pantry’s board hosted its 
annual volunteer appreciation luncheon Tuesday at First 
Presbyterian Church, which also houses the pantry. Dur-
ing the luncheon Director Pam Breeding, left,  recognized 
Donna Jones, right, as Volunteer of the Year.

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

Food pantry recognizes volunteers at soup lunch

GOVERNMENT

Hamburg council 

votes to purchase 

generator for 

new fire station
STAFF REPORTS

The Hamburg City Council 
approved last week the purchase of 
an emergency generator during a 
special-called meeting.

Hamburg City Clerk Peggy Akers 
said the council approved the pur-
chase of a generator, but decided to 
put the purchase of a second item 
on the agenda — a tractor with the 
side arm for mowing at an angle —  
on hold.

“I think they wanted to do some 
checking around and look into some 
things before agreeing to purchase 
that,” Akers said.

The generator the council 
approved for purchase was a used 
Generac 54KW and will be used at 
the Hamburg fire station.

“It’s something we needed 
because they need electricity, but 
one thing is if there is an ice storm 
that water in those fire trucks will 
freeze without it,” Akers said.

She did not say when the genera-
tor would be delivered, just that it 
was approved for purchase.

During the council’s last regular 
meeting, members and ProMed 
Chief Executive Officer Ken Kelley 
had discussed the need for a genera-
tor at the fire station.

Kelley told the council at that 
time that following the Jan. 11 tor-
nadoes that tore through the area, 
the ambulance personnel on duty 
had to sit in the dark until power 
could be restored since they are 
required to be at the station 24 
hours a day.

The council’s regular monthly 
meeting is scheduled for 5 p.m. 
Monday at City Hall. 

The agenda for the meeting was 
not ready at press time. 

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Arkansas novelist Charles Portis, 
who best known for his second 
book, “True Grit” and who died on 
Monday at the age of 86 in Little 
Rock, had a connection to Ashley 
County.

Portis was born in El Dorado, but 
he spent his high school years in 
Hamburg. Portis’s father, Samuel 
Palmer Portis, was the superinten-
dent in Hamburg from 1948 until 
1970. The Hamburg School 
District’s administration building 
now bears Samuel Portis’ name.

Those who knew Charles Portis 
during his time as a Hamburg stu-
dent said he was a very private 
person.

That proved to be true later in 
life as he became well known for 
his refusal to do interviews or coop-
erate with the media, reportely 
refusing to sit down with reporters 

except to talk about his future obit-
uary.

According to Charles’ obituary, 
his full name was  Charles McColl 
Portis and he was born 
on Dec. 28, 1933, in El 
Dorado to Samuel 
Palmer Portis and Alice 
Waddell Portis. Both 
his mother and father 
were residents of 
Hamburg until they 
died and are both bur-
ied in the Hamburg 
Cemetery. His father died in 1984 
and his mother in 1987.

After he graduated high school, 
Charles worked as a mechanic. 
When he was 18 he joined the 
Marines in 1952. He served in 
Korea during and after the war 
there and left the marines as a 
sergeant.

After the Marines he enrolled at 
the University of Arkansas in 
Fayetteville, where he wrote for the 

university’s and the town’s newspa-
per

He graduated with a journalism 
degree in 1958 and worked at sev-
eral newspapers. He left journalism 
in 1964, returning to Arkansas to 
write fiction full-time in his early 
30s.

He is probably most known for 
his novel, “True Grit,” which was 
published in 1968. 

His first novel, however, 
“Norwood,” about a former Marine 
living in Texas, was published in 
1966. It was adapted as a movie in 
1970 and starred Glen Campbell, 
another Arkansas native, as the title 
character, with Kim Darby and the 
football star Joe Namath. The story 
is known for a scene in which a 
chicken plays checkers.

“True Grit” was also adapted into 
a movie, and John Wayne who won 
an Academy Award and a Golden 
Globe for Best Actor for his perfor-
mance as Rooster Cogburn. “True 

Grit” was one of the top box office 
hits of 1969, earning $14.25 million 
at the box office. A second film ver-
sion, written and directed by Joel 
and Ethan Coen, was released and in 
December 2010 and also received 
critical praise.

Charles’ other novels included, 
“Gringos,” “Masters of Atlantis,” 
and “The Dog of the South.”

He also published several short 
pieces in The Atlantic Monthly, 
including the memoir “Combinations 
of Jacksons” and the story “I Don’t 
Talk Service No More.”

He never married or had children, 
and while he was publicity shy he 
lived out his last years in the open in 
Little Rock. 

His brother Jonathan announced 
his death Monday, saying Charles 
had been in hospice care for two 
years and in an Alzheimer’s care 
facility for six years prior. Other 
than Jonathan, he is survived by one 
other brother, Richard.

Portis

‘True Grit’ author Charles Portis had Hamburg connection


