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Next week will be the last tome 
that Crossett High School students 
attend classes in the nearly 60 year 
old CHS building set for demoli-
tion soon. 

CHS students and teachers will 
officially have classes in the new 
facilities on their new campus Dec. 
3. Construction on the project 
began in 2017.

Crossett Schools Assistant 
Superintendent Barbara Garner 
said that there is no exact date yet 
for the demolition of the old high 
school, but she expects it to start 
very soon after the students move 
into the new building. 

As they prepared to say goodbye 
to the building that has been the 
educational home for 58 senior 
classes, alumni and other groups 

who have an interest in preserving 
the building’s history gathered for a 
unique photo opportunity Monday. 

Barry Burchfield, a member of 
the class of 1980, said 
that he is proud of the 
new facilities, but he 
hates to see a place 
where so many memo-
ries have been made be 
torn down. 

Burchfield worked 
with people in the 
community to put together a “last 
class” photo to add to a collection 
of Crossett memorabilia that he has 
been working to collect for both the 
school and the athletics program. 
Burchfield has been working on a 
collection of CHS yearbook’s and 
uploading other material online to 
preserve as much of Crossett’s his-
tory as possible.  

Once his collection is complete, 

Burchfield plans to donate them or 
store them in a place where they 
can be viewed publicly by all of 
those interested in the history and 
past students of CHS. 

As part of that project, Burchfield 
arranged for 57 other CHS gradu-
ates — one from each graduating 
class since 1960 — to meet at the 
school. Burchfield said the first 
class to graduate in the CHS build-
ing that stands now was the class of 
1960.

“I was thinking of all the things 
we could do before the building is 
torn down, and I just thought this 
would be a great idea,” Burchfield 
said. 

With the help of Whitney Gill, 
Shelly Carter, Shanae Govan and 
others, Burchfield rounded up one 
person from each of the 58 classes 
to graduate from CHS. Homecoming 

An era ends, another begins: School move date set

A group of Crossett High School alumni — each one representing a member of each 
graduating class since 1960, when the first class to use the old CHS building gradu-
ated — link arms in the halls and sing the alma mater. The school’s current students 
will begin classes on the new CHS campus Dec. 3.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer
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ELECTIONS

Crossett runoff 
races go to the 
voters as early 
voting begins

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

With the open of the polls for early 
voting Tuesday, the clock is ticking 
down for Crossett voters to decide on the 
mayoral race and city council runoff.

The races on the ballot are for Crossett 
mayor and the Ward 2, 
Position 2 city council 
seat.

In the mayor’s race, 
Councilwoman Valerie 
Martin is challenging 
incumbent Mayor Scott 
McCormick. The council 
race is between Dale 
Martinie and Michael R. 
Sims.

Early voting is 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. through Nov. 30, 
and 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Dec. 4.

Early ballots can be cast 
at the Ashley County 
Clerk’s Office in Hamburg and at the 
Economic Development Foundation at 
125 Main St. in Crossett.

By approximately 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
the first day of early voting, 125 ballots 
had been cast at the Crossett early voting 
location, Crossett Precinct Sheriff Billy 
Bolin said.

“That’s a good day,” he said. 
Officials at the County Clerks’ Office 

said three ballots were cast there Tuesday.

HAMBURG

Police chief:  
city will have 

‘zero tolerance’ 
for loud music

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Drivers and residents in Hamburg 
may soon want to think twice before 
blasting their musical selections so 
that all may hear.

Hamburg Police Chief Johnny 
Oliver said at Monday’s meeting of 
the Hamburg City Council that he 
plans to start issuing 
loud music citations 
immediately.

Oliver said the deci-
sion followed numerous 
calls from residents 
about loud music in 
recent weeks.

“There have been too 
many complaints,” he said.

The chief said the citations will be 
given on a zero tolerance basis.

Hamburg has a loud music ordi-
nance, Oliver said, but the violation 
also falls under the state’s disorderly 
conduct statute.

The citations will cost the receiv-
ing party $175.

Also during the meeting, Hamburg 
Mayor Dane Weindorf gave the 
council a draft copy of the city’s fis-
cal year 2019 budget.

The mayor emphasized to the 
council that the budget they received 
was only in its proposed form, and 

GIVING FOR THE HOLIDAYS
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BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Centennial Park has not been 
decorated in years, but this year 
twreaths and a large Christmas 
tree will once again be displayed 
in the city’s central green space 
for the holiday season. 

Built to celebrate Crossett’s 
100th anniversary, Centennial 
Park — which stands on the site 

of the historic Rose Inn — is 
used for weddings and other 
social gatherings, and for the 
last few years has been the cen-
ter of Christmas in Crossett, the 
annual holiday street celebra-
tion.  

Christmas in Crossett is 
approaching and members of the 
community have been working 
this week to decorate Centennial 
Park, and while doing so they 

were able to locate the city’s 
missing Christmas wreaths and 
large tree. 

In the past, Christmas wreaths 
hung from the lanterns on the 
front structure in the park, and a 
20-foot tree stood in the middle 
of the park during the month of 
December. 

City workers said the wreaths 
were purchased by a committee 

WRANGLING WREATHS

Volunteers and city employees worked together Monday to decorate Crossett’s Centennial Park for the Christmas 
holiday season. 

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

Volunteers festoon Centennial Park, more decorations sought 

See PARK, Page 5

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A suggestion to a local sorority 
turned into a longtime tradition and 
one of their biggest projects of the 
year. 

During the holidays the main focus 
of the Chapter Delta Xi Crossett chap-
ter of Beta Sigma Phi International is 
its Dove Tree Program, which began 
13 years ago after a simple suggestion 
blossomed into an event the members 
look forward to every year.

BSP member and Dove Tree orga-
nizer Patty Coody said that Dove Tree 
started when Tina White of Crossett 
contacted the group about about a 
project her daughter had participated 
in when they lived in another town. 

Coody said the sorority members 

thought that the project was a great 
idea, and BSP’s annual Dove Tree was 
born. 

Each year Patty Coody, Bridget 
Wolcott, Sylvia White and members 
of their chapter work to place trees in 
various places all over Crossett. 
Community members are able to take 
a dove from the tree and return it with 
a gift for an elderly shut-in or a local 
nursing home resident. 

Members of BSP gather the gifts 
together and deliver them during the 
holiday season to the older members 
of the community. 

Coody said this year they will 
deliver packages to approximately 
200 community members. The recipi-
ents vary from residents at the local 
nursing homes and assisted facilities 

Dove Tree collections are 
ongoing, will serve 200 
elderly people in local area

See DOVE, Page 5

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Junior Auxiliary of Crossett is 
working to provide toys for less fortu-
nate children over the holidays, and  a 
motorcycle group recently hosted its 
22nd annual toy run to support the 
efforts. 

The Crossett Chapter of the Junior 
Auxiliary works year-round to fund the 
Angel Tree Program, a project that 
helps provide toys at Christmas for 
those who need extra support around 
the holidays, and the Arkansas Bikers 
Aiming Towards Education supports 
that by hosting a toy run.  

The ABATE group hosted the toy 
run Saturday and donated toys and 
$400 to the JA’s Angel Tree project. 

Beverly Ellis with ABATE organized 
the event and fed the riders gumbo after 
the ride.

Crossett Junior Auxiliary Chapter 
Katie Jordan said that Angel Trees will 
go up soon at First National Bank, First 

Participants in the Arkansas Bikers Aiming Towards Education toy run for the Ju-
nior Auzullary of Crossett’s Angel Tree projects wait for the run to begin Saturday.

Angel Tree seeks present donations

State Bank, Wal-Mart, Emma Jean’s 
Salon, Timberline Federal Credit Union 
and Ashley County Medical Center. 

The deadline to donate a gift is Dec. 
15.  

In addition to the Angel Tree 
Program, the group also participates in 
different events throughout the year to 

provide activities to children in the 
community. Their next event will be 
when they participate in Christmas in 
Crossett. The group will have a booth 
set up for children to make reindeer 
food from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Christmas in Crossett will be Dec. 8 
in the downtown Crossett area.   
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