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PROMED TAKES OVER
Company now 

covers Hamburg, 
Mainline areas

As of 
midnight 

Friday, ProMed 
Ambulance is the emergency 
medical services provider for 
Hamburg and the surrounding areas.

The Hamburg City Council voted 
Thursday evening  to give Mayor Dane Weindorf 
authority to enter a contract with ProMed Ambulance 
Service, a vote that followed the council’s previous deci-
sion to hire ProMed after a bidding process. The contract 
will be funded with the 1-cent sales tax voters approved in 
September, and includes rent and insurance support while 
ProMed rents the FAST Ambulance bay until the new Hamburg 
Fire Station is completed. Once the fire station is completed, 
ProMed’s Hamburg operations will be housed there and the city 
will provide electrical, water, sewer, trash pickup and natural gas 
service as well as furniture, beds, kitchen appliances and a 
washer and dryer. 

The temporary rent support will be for $1,200 a month, and 
the insurance subsidy will be for $2,900 a month.

ProMed officially took over ambulance operations in Hamburg 
at midnight Friday. The city had been subsidizing FAST at 
$10,000 a month and had planned to do so through the end of 
March, but FAST closed its operations at the end of February. 
Weindorf said Thursday he wanted to thank ProMed for getting 
ready to operate in Hamburg a month earlier than anticipated.

“I know it wasn’t easy, but I want to thank you for gearing up 
and coming a month early,” he said. “(ProMed) are going to be 

an asset for our community just like FAST 
was.”

Hamburg City Attorney Paul Keith said the contract with 
ProMed— which specifies that the company will serve the area 
with two Advanced Life Support ambulances — is for three 
years, and will automatically renew for a fourth unless the city 
or ProMed gives notice of non-renewal. It also allows the city to 
bring in support at ProMed’s expense if the new company is not 
able to perform as specified in the contract.

Because ProMed had to start sooner than originally anticipat-
ed,  the contract only requires staffing of one ALS ambulance 
before May 1, though it states that if ProMed attains “sufficient 
certified staff levels to support two ALS ambulances prior to 
May 1...it shall certify that fact to the City in writing.” The noti-
fication will trigger the city’s full payments of the negotiated 
$23,583 monthly subsidy.

Prior to that, the city will pay the See AMBULANCE, Page 2
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Crossett City 
Council votes 
5-1 to cancel 
leaf service 
Councilman Cary 
Carter sought for 
motion’s tabling

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Crossett’s city council voted to 
cancel the leaf service even as  one 
council member requested the 
decision be tabled. 

The council had a working ses-
sion on Monday to discuss the 
feedback received during last 
month’s regular coun-
cil meeting and an 
earlier public hearing. 

The leaf, limb and 
trash pickup has been 
something the council 
has been mulling over 
for a couple of years, 
and the council hosted 
a public hearing last 
month to go over the options they 
thought best after years of 
researching the issue. 

The public had a variety of sug-
gestions during the Feb. 11 meet-
ing, but one of the main points was 
that the public wanted the service 
to be available even if it meant the 
residents would have to pay for it 
through tax or a fee on their water 
bill. 

Following the public hearing on 
Feb. 18, Councilwoman Lynn 
Rodgers presented a proposal to 
the council that would require 

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Hamburg students returned to 
school Monday after an emergency 
closure because of excessive flu 
cases last week, but the superinten-
dent said the schools could possibly 
close again. 

Hamburg schools 
were closed Thursday 
and Friday in response 
to reported flu cases.  
Superintendent Tracy 
Streeter said that 25 
percent of students and 
10 teachers absent from 
one Hamburg campus 
on Wednesday, not 
including the absences from the 
other campuses and the four bus 
drivers who were out. 

Streeter said district personnel 
spent four days disinfecting the 
building with hopes to hinder the 
spread.

“It was a little better today, not a 
lot, but a little,” Streeter said. “We 
are doing all we can to keep it from 
spreading.”

The school district has Mainline 
Clinics on each campus, and Streeter 
said a majority of the students have 
been diagnosed in those clinics. 

Streeter said the district is urging 
parents to keep children home who 
have flu symptoms and if diagnosed 

HAMBURG

Schools close for 
flu cases, district 
keeping an eye 

on numbers

See LEAVES, Page 5
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BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A third Crossett family is working to 
adopt a child from the African country 
of Malawi.

Two Crossett families that are mem-
bers of Grace Christian Fellowship 
Church worked for years to adopt babies 
from Malawi, and over the past year 
both have been able to bring their chil-
dren home. 

Alan and Lindsey Brewer were the 
first from Crossett when they added 

family member, Clara, in the early 
spring, and the Mills family brought 
their son home Caleb over the summer. 

Now, Adam and Brooke Sipes have 
started the process of the adoption, and 
said they were excited to announce their 
decision and share their journey with 
others. 

 “If you know anything at all about 
international adoptions, then you know 
it is indeed costly,” Brooke said. 

An international adoption can cost 
around $45,000, which includes things 
such as home studies, attorney fees, 

translating fees, medical appoints, travel 
and other necessary steps along the way. 

“We, by ourselves, do not have the 
finances to bring this child home, but we 
believe that the Lord will provide the 
provisions we need exactly when we 
need them,” Brooke said. 

The people of Crossett, through 
Grace Fellowship fundraising events, 
have already fully funded two interna-
tional adoptions, Clara and Caleb. 

“We know (God) fights for the 
orphans in distress and has used so 
many people to be a blessing in the pro-

cess for those two families,” Brooke 
said. 

Brooke made the trip to Africa with 
the other two families and said she 
began praying while she was still in 
Africa for others to have the opportunity 
to bring a child home.

Grace Christian Fellowship began 
fundraising last month for the Sipes 
family and will host a silent auction and 
gumbo supper from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
March 9. 

All proceeds from the event will go to 
fund the Sipes family adoption.   

Third Crossett family seeking Malawian adoption

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The National Wild Turkey 
Federation hosted its annual 
Southeast Arkansas Chapter ban-
quet last week and raised approxi-
mately $22,000.

The event featured a live auction 
with auctioneer Rollin Alford and 
the items included a selection that 
ranged from duck calls to furniture.  

Before the live auction, guests 
were able to participate in a silent 
auction or raffle drawings as well. 
The Hamburg and Crossett Bass 
Clubs were both present to help sell 

raffle tickets and silent auction 
items. 

After the meal, Alford welcomed 
Lanee Croswell, the newest mem-
ber of the NWTF committee, and 
said she was truly an asset to the 
southeast Arkansas team.

In addition to the silent and live 
auctions, guests were also invited to 
tour the handicapped-accessible 
turkey blind that is available to 
hunters in the area. 

One of the main goals of the 
NWTF is to promote hunting and 
preserve hunting heritage and the 
vehicle is open for viewing each 
year at the banquet. The blind is a 

project allows the NWTF to offer 
the sport of hunting to an even 
wider range of people and is avail-
able for any disabled hunter in 
southeast Arkansas to use. 

In addition to developing tech-
nology that allows more people to 
hunt, the NWTF also promotes 
hunting education, outdoor recre-
ation and actively works as a con-
servation group.

 NWTF Arkansas is committed to 
stop habitat loss, improve forest 
management, increase habitat 
diversity, improve water quality 
and maintain healthy hardwood for-

See NWTF, Page 2
A young raffle winner claims his prize at 
the annual National Wild Turkey Federa-
tion banquet in Crossett.
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NWTF banquet raises funds for conservation


