
needs that the council can address, 
officials said. The first would be 
for the property the solar farm will 
be located on, which Weyerhauser 
owns, to be annexed 
into the city; the sec-
ond would be for the 
council to approve a 
Payment in Lieu of 
Taxes, or PILOT, pro-
gram for the project.

“This is pretty large 
as far as solar projects 
go,” Lee Morrison 
with RES Americas said. “We esti-
mate 33,000 solar panels will be 
on site at this point in the project. 
They will be lined up north to 

south and they will track with the 
sun like sunflowers.”

The company started looking at 
the Crossett location — which is 
south of the city limits to the east 
of Arkansas 133 — in 2016. The 
project is still in the study period 
with the Midcontinent Independent 
System Operator, the energy 
wholesaler who operates the grid 
for the region, and environmental 
vetting still needs to take place, 
Morrison said.

“We expect to start permitting 
in 2020 or 2021, and start con-
struction in 2021 or 2022,” he 
said.

RES has already secured a 

power purchase agreement with 
the Arkansas Electric Cooperative 
Corporation for when the 
100-MegaWatt farm is operation-
al. Morrison said it will be able to 
power approximately 18,300 resi-
dential customers when it is at 
capacity.

The project could cost approxi-
mately $150 million, and will gen-
erate between 400 and 600 con-
struction jobs, he said. It is not 
expected to generate a significant 
number of permanent jobs.

The problem long-term is that if 
the project is taxed at its estimated 
assessed value, RES would have 
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Solar farm could generate 600 construction jobs

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Officials with RES Americas 
met Monday with members of the 
Crossett City Council to discuss 
the necessary steps needed to 
make an estimated $150 million, 
800-acre solar farm south of 
Crossett happen.

The project has immediate 

Caldwell provides sign language at Trump rally in Monroe
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

When the President visited the 
region last week, a Crossett man 
worked to make sure everyone who 
wanted to hear him speak could.

Byron Caldwell is a sign language 
interpreter. He uses sign language to 
convey conversations to those who are  
deaf or hard-of-hearing. 
In addition to leading 
deaf tours of the Holy 
Land in the last year, last 
week he served as an 
interpreter for President 
Donald Trump.

The President visited 
Monroe, La., to speak as 
part of a conservative voters’ rally in 
the lead up to the Louisiana gubernato-
rial election, which will be Saturday.

As a known sign language inter-
preter, Caldwell was contacted by event 
organizers and asked to report to the 
Monroe Civic Center to serve as the 
President’s “voice” for those who hear 
and speak in sign.

“What a great honor to not only 
interpret for the President but also to be 
the person responsible for bridging the 
gap in communications between the 
deaf and the hearing communities,” 
Caldwell said.

During the rally, Trump endorsed the 
Republican candidate in the Louisiana 
race, Eddie Rispone, but also discussed 
his re-election plans for 2020.

The rally had a section allocated 
especially for the deaf and hard-of-

Byron Caldwell of Crossett provided sign language interpretation for President Donald 
Trump at a rally in Monroe, La., last week. NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

Trump

hearing.
“One deaf lady said, through the 

interpreter, ‘We are Americans too and 
we have a right to know and ‘hear’ 
what is being campaigned to ensure we 
make the right decision at the polls. 

Many times our disability isn’t noticed 
because we look ‘normal’ and we don’t 
have any physical identifications of 
being deaf. It’s great to see that there is 
truly equal access to political events 

INTERPRETING THE PRESIDENT

See INTERPRETER, Page 5

ASHLEY COUNTY

Quorum Court 
votes to clear 
Hamburg debt, 
questions remain

Procedural objection 
may derail 7-3 vote 
on dispatch issue

Morrison

HONORING A FAMILY’S SERVICE

The Moffatt family was honored during Ashley County’s annual Veterans’ Day 
celebration. County Judge Jim Hudson said that many men in the Moffatt 
family have served in the armed services, and presented certificates to each 
one or their families. Members of the family who have served and since died 
included Donald Wayne Moffatt, Charles Issac “Sonny” Moffatt and Claude 
Moffatt, who each served in the U.S. Navy; Elmer Wade “Junior” Moffatt and 
Carl Columbus Moffatt,  who served in the U.S. Army; and Edward H. Moffatt, 
who served in the U.S. Army Air Corps. Living Moffatt family veterans included 
Carl Wayne Moffatt, who served in the Navy; Presley Harbison Moffatt, who 
served in the Army; James “Jim” Moffatt, who served in the Army National 
Guard, and Brent Moffatt, who served in the U.S. Marine Corps.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Deputies from the Ashley County 
Sheriff’s office arrested a Greene 
County man after he attempted to 
hold a woman and her children hos-
tage in Snyder. 

John West, 31, of Paragould, was 
arrested Nov. 5 after allegedly pulling 
a gun on a woman and her children 
and threatening them. 

Deputies responded to a call that a 
man was banging on the door of a 
home trying to gain entry. The depu-
ties were dispatched to a residence in 
Snyder . Before deputies could arrive, 
a person who was nearby heard the 
commotion and also called 911. The 
witness said that the suspect had a 
gun and was threatening to kill the 
woman who lived in the home. 

According to the report, when law 
enforcement arrived, the victim and 
one of her young children were out-
side of the home. The victim told 
police that when she attmpeted to go 
back into the home to retrieve her 
other young child, he put a gun to her 
head. 

The deputies were able to safely 
remove the second child from the 
home. West was arrested on scene and 
as of Monday morning was still in 
custody at the Ashley County Sheriff’s 
office. 

No other information was available 
at press time. 

Man arrested 

in Snyder after 

alleged gun 

threats to family 

CRIME

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett School Board host-
ed a public hearing Monday night 
for those who wanted to question 
or comment on the Crossett School 
District’s facilities master plan. 

During the hearing, 
Superintendent of Schools Gary 
Williams went over the master plan 
for each facility, stating when 
repairs were to be scheduled. 

This year, the Crossett High 
School field house and the admin-
istration building were both sched-
uled for new roofing systems, but 
because the current ones are hold-

See SCHOOL BOARD, Page 5

Crossett board 
approves plan for 
school, facilities 
maintenance

EDUCATION

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

An Ashley County man was appoint-
ed to the Arkansas Governor’s 
Commission on People with Disabilities. 

John Martin of Crossett said he 
recently learned of his appointment and 
felt that it was an honor to be nominated 
to represent southeast 
Arkansas on this commis-
sion. 

“I think it is an honor 
and a privilege to not only 
to be able to speak for the 
people of Crossett, but for 
all of southeast Arkansas,” 
Martin said.  

Martin said that he has a wealth of 
knowledge to offer as he as lived 33 
years with a handicap. Martin has an 
arm that doesn’t fully function. 

AGCPD was established through Act 
911 of 1985 to create a program to pro-
mote the interests of Arkansans with 
disabilities.  

The governor appoints commission 
members with a majority made up of 
individuals with disabilities.   Some of 
the duties of the AGCPD include advis-
ing and assisting the governor in devel-
oping policies that are designed to 
address the needs of Arkansans with 
disabilities; working with state agencies 
and private providers to develop ser-
vices and supports that assist Arkansans 
with disabilities; and providing infor-
mation and referral services to 
Arkansans with disabilities who are in 
need of assistance. 

Martin will report once a month for a 
commission meeting until his appoint-
ment runs out in June 2021.

Martin appointed 
to governor’s 
commission for 
disabled people

SERVICE

Martin

Future of Crossett 
project depends on 
tariffs, tax abatement

See PILOT, Page 5

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Ashley County Quorum Court 
reached a decision about abolishing 
the City of Hamburg’s dispatching 
debt, but they don’t know what that 
decision is. 

In recent months, the Quorum has 
discussed what they believe Hamburg 
owes for dispatching services provid-
ed through the Ashley 
County Sheriff ’s 
Department. The problem 
they faced, however, was 
until recently the agree-
ment was not a written 
contract but a verbal 
agreement made more 
than a decade ago.

Justice Jeff Langley 
made a motion to clear the slate for the 
Hamburg dispatcher service debt. The 
court voted 7-3 in favor of the motion. 

Justice Ronnie Wheeler pointed out 
that a yes from two-thirds of the full 
court was needed in order to pass the 
motion as it was presented. Two-thirds 
of 11 is eight. 

Another justice pointed out, how-
ever, that former Justice Hiram 

See QUORUM, Page 5

Wheeler


