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A SECOND PEAK? Officials urge caution as number of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases jump

The number of confirmed CO-

VID-19 cases in Arkansas has 

increased by more than 1,000 
in the last week, bringing the 
number of active cases level 
with the previous peak num-

ber of infections on April 25. 
Officials are urging continued 
safety precautions to reduce 
the spread of the disease.
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Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson 
said the state could be experiencing 
a “second peak” in the number of 
COVID-19 infections during a week 
when officials recorded a 25 percent 
surge in newly reported infections.

The new peak follows a dip in 
infections that began shortly after 
April 25.

“It’s clear and evident to me,” 
Hutchinson said Saturday during his 
daily briefing about the state’s 
response to the pandemic. “We’ve 
had a deep dip and then we’re hav-
ing a second peak right 
now and they’re really 
about 30 days apart.”

As of May 19, 
Arkansas had con-
firmed 4,932 cases of 
COVID-19, but as the 
Memorial Day week-
end approached the 
state saw a 500 case spike in a sin-
gle day and by the afternoon of May 
26, the total had jumped to 6,180 
confirmed tests. The first case of 
COVID-19 in Arkansas was report-
ed on March 11.

Response is key
Hutchinson said Tuesday that in 

looking at the increase in confirmed 
cases, how the people of the state 
respond will impact if the new num-
bers are a peak that falls, one that 
levels off or one that continues to 
rise.

The governor said that over the 
Memorial Day weekend, the major-
ity of people in the state continued 
to practice proper social distancing 
while celebrating, but some instanc-
es showed, “a lack of discipline 
when people are congregating.”

“There were more than a few who 
put their own comfort and conve-
nience before others, and that is not 
helpful,” he said. “We are at a criti-
cal point in our journey in this pan-
demic.”

If the peak is to fall, he said, “(It) 
depends on the commitment and 
discipline of the people of Arkansas 
to avoid circumstances where (it 
will spread).”

While some areas of the state 
have seen a significant number of 
infections, Ashley County has only 

had 19 cases confirmed, and as of 
Tuesday only one of those was con-
sidered an active case. Neighboring 
Union County has recorded 106 
cases of the sometimes-fatal sick-
ness that follows infection from a 
novel coronavirus, and has seen six 
deaths. A total of 119 people in the 
state have died from the illness.

Hutchinson said one of the things 
to consider about the increase in 
recorded cases is that testing is 
increasing. He also said that while 
the state has increased testing, the 
positive rate for the state is approxi-
mately 5 percent, nearly half of the 
national standard.

Increased testing, however, is also 
helping the state to contain further 
outbreaks, he said, because it can 
help health officials do contact trac-
ing, the procedure in which people 
with whom an infected person came 

in contact are notified of their expo-
sure to the virus and placed in self-
quarantine for monitoring and to 
limit possible further exposures.

“We are learning a lot through our 
testing, and we are identifying addi-
tional areas we need to watch,” 
Hutchinson said Tuesday.

The Arkansas Department of 
Health released an alert May 22 
telling the public that even after a 
negative test members of the public 
who have been exposed to COVID-
19 must self-quarantine for 14 days 
after their last exposure.

“It is important to understand 
that a negative COVID-19 test for a 
person who is a contact does not 
change the requirement for them to 
complete the 14-day quarantine,” 
the alert said. “The 14-day period 
allows for adequate time to monitor 
for the development of symptoms 

during the full incubation period of 
the virus. A negative test in an 
exposed person during this period 
may be a false negative, as the virus 
may have been present but not yet 
at detectable levels. Asymptomatic 
and pre-symptomatic persons have 
been shown to contribute to the 
transmission of COVID-19, so end-
ing the 14-day quarantine early puts 
others at risk. 

“Therefore, a negative COVID-
19 test during a person’s 14-day 
quarantine does not provide an early 
or total release from quarantine. All 
persons must complete a full 14-day 
self-quarantine when they have 
been exposed to a known case.” 

Arkansas Secretary of Health 
Nate Smith echoed the alert 
Tuesday, saying that defeating the 
virus will require public buy-in.

Hutchinson
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A group of Hamburg residents dedicat-
ed to moving the city forward has begun 
painting a mural in the downtown area.

Hamburg Chamber of Commerce 
Director Georganna Cossey said the group 
— an economic development team — has 
already been very active.

“They are committed to working along-
side the Hamburg Chamber to help our 
businesses succeed,” Cossey said. “We 
couldn’t be more proud of everything that 
is going on in Hamburg right now.”

The team is made up of residents of 
Hamburg who are volunteering their time 
and efforts to help the city.

Cossey said in March they hosted a 
huge chicken plate fundraiser to fund the 
new mural. They sold over 800 chicken 
plates and received a donation of $1,000 
from the Tippen family in Hamburg for 
materials. The labor has been a combina-
tion of volunteer work and a hired profes-
sional.

The mural is just one project on a big 
list the economic team has planned.

The team started with just a few people 
meeting at City Hall monthly, but Cossey 
said the group has grown over time and 
now they have a variety of people involved.

“Each person has a different talent and 
they are all giving 150 percent efforts to 
make a difference,” she said.

Cossey said that Lezlie Foote had a big 
part in getting the group up and going and 
has been a great facilitator for the group.

“I believe great things will come of 
these efforts for Hamburg and this move-
ment will be talked about for generations 
to come,” Cossey said.

Meetings are open to anyone who has 
an interest in bettering the city of Hamburg.

Those interested in attending meetings 
can watch the group’s Facebook page to 
see when meetings are scheduled.

“They have a heart for their town and 
determination that has everyone powering 
through these new exciting projects com-
ing up so stay tuned for more to come with 
this new hardworking team,” Cossey said.

Volunteers painting mural in downtown Hamburg
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Multiple free community-wide 
COVID-19 tests will be offered in 
Ashley County locations starting 
Thursday. 

Ashley County Medical Center 
Marketing Director Caitlin Martin 
said that the hospital is partnering 
with Mainline Health Systems and 

the Arkansas Rural Hospital 
Partnership to host the events. 

The first testing opportunity will 
be May 28 in Crossett and the second 
will be June 3 in Hamburg. 

The Crossett testing location will 
be the Crossett High School Parking 
lot, located at 301 West Ninth Ave. 
Testing will start at 10 a.m. and last 
until 3 p.m. or when supplies run out.

The Hamburg testing location will 

be at the old Fire Station, which is 
located at 305 East Adams St. 

Testing in Hamburg will be on 
June 3 and will start at 10 a.m. 
Testing at that location will also be 
available until supplies run out or 
until 3 p.m. 

Martin said the events are being 
offered at no cost to the community 
and that those seeking tests will not 
have to provide an insurance card.

Testing will be available to anyone 
who does or does not have COVID-
19 symptoms. While some COVID-
19 infections can result in severe 
symptoms, others are asymptomatic, 
and health officials have said identi-
fying asymptomatic cases is key to 
helping stop the unknowing spread of 
the illness.

No physician referral is needed for 
those who want a test.

Free COVID-19 testing sites planned in Ashley County

Volunteers begin painting work on what will be a mural in the down-

town area. The project is part of a bigger push by an economic devel-
opment team to move the city forward.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer
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The City of Crossett is set to partner 
with the Ashley County Juvenile 
Center in the creation of a new pro-
gram that has the aim of helping youth 
improve their chances of a happy 
tomorrow. 

Mayor Crystal Marshall said the 
main goal of the program is to help 
shape and mentor troubled youth and 
show them a better path.

Marshall said that Juvenile Probation 
Officer Adella Burr and Michelle Lott, 
a Crossett resident, had the idea for the 
program and reached out to her.

The program will allow the juve-
niles who are under Burr’s supervision 
to work within city  departments to 
serve out whatever probation or com-
munity service hours they are assigned. 

One of the biggest projects they will 
assist with is a weekly litter patrol with 
the Parks and Recreation Department. 

Marshall said that while cleaning up 
litter is a huge priority and their assis-
tance will be a huge help to fight the 
growing litter program, she wants the 
program to be even more than that. 

“I don’t want to just stick them in 
the park to clean up trash, I want them 
to be able to participate in other things 
as well so that they can learn as much 
as possible and hopefully grow with 
the program,” Marshall said. 

The program will be kicking off 
soon thanks to Lott and Burr, Marshall 
said, and Marshall said she wants to 
encourage the community to bring 
ideas forward. 

“If any other citizens have other 
ideas, we want to hear them so please 
don’t hesitate to reach out,” she said.

Crossett, youth 
probation to 

partner in new 
mentor program
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Council votes to 
increase trash 
pickup fees in 

Hamburg
Increase will help city 
stay in good financial 
shape, mayor says
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The Hamburg City Council 
approved a $2 garbage rate increase 
on Tuesday night. 

The rate increase was presented 
to the council after discussion last 
month that an increase could be 
needed. 

Mayor Dane Weindorf said that 
Hamburg was in really 
good shape financially 
and that the city had 
actually seen an 
increase in tax revenue.

Weindorf said that he 
attributed it to more 
people shopping at 
home and less people 
traveling in general.

“As bad as this thing has been for 
everyone, if it keeps bringing the 
city together well then we find the 
rainbow in the storm,” Weindorf 
said. “I feel very strongly about our 
financial situation,” he said.

Though Hamburg appears stable 
financially, however, Weindorf said 
the garbage increase was necessary 
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