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received confirmation that Crossett 
was selected for the grant, which is 
administered through the Arkansas 
Department of 
Commerce. 

“This opportu-
nity comes at just 
the right time for 
broadband to be 
upgraded so that 
all school children 
will be able to uti-
lize distance learning during the 
pandemic,” Marshall said. 

“It will also be extremely impor-
tant for the long-term success of 
our city’s economy as we need 
strong connectivity for telemedi-

cine, distance education, and tele-
work.”

The funding for the grant is allo-
cated from money 
received through 
the federal 
Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief,  and 
Economic Security  
(CARE) Act. ARC 
was able to allo-

cate the grant after 
an approval from the state’s CARES 
Act Steering Committee and the 
Arkansas legislature.  

Marshall said the money was 
awarded to Crossett in partnership 
with CableSouth Media 3, an 

Internet service provider.  The proj-
ect will deploy fiber-optic cable to 
homes within the Crossett city lim-
its and a few areas outside the city 
limits, she said.

The funds will be directly distrib-
uted to CableSouth Media 3 to 
implement the project. 

Marshall said the grant recipients 
were notified that they must expend 
the COVID-19 federal funds by 
Dec. 30 of this year, unless Congress 
grants an extension. 

“This is a tremendous win for the 
City of Crossett and we are so grate-
ful to everyone who helped make 
this grant possible,” Marshall said. 

Crossett nets $2 million broadband grant

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Internet service in Crossett 
should significantly improve if 
everything goes according to plan 
now that the city has received a $2 
million Arkansas Rural Connect 
(ARC) broadband grant.

Crossett Mayor Crystal Marshall 
announced on Monday that she 

Media3 to deploy 
fiber Internet in 
area by end of year

See GRANT, Page 3A

HIGHWAYS

Wreck claims life 
on highway in 

southern part of 
Ashley County

Vehicle rolled four 
times before coming 
to a rest on its top

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

A Crossett man was killed in a 
car crash in the southern part of the 
county last week. 

Reports from the Arkansas State 
Police say that Robert S. Wilcox, 
38, was driving south on U.S. 425 
in a 2008 Pontiac when he failed to 
negotiate a left-hand curve at 
approximately 6:20 a.m.

According to the report filed by 
State Trooper Walker Morphis,  the 
vehicle entered into the north bound 
roadside before exiting the road-
way. 

The report states that the driver 
then traveled off the roadway and 
hit a dirt embankment, rolling over 
approximately four times. The vehi-
cle came to a final rest on its top-
side. 

No other injuries were reported 
in connection with the crash. 
Conditions were clear and dry at the 
time of the crash.

At the time the report was filed, 
there had been 383 fatalities in 
Arkansas so far for the year 2020 
and 354 fatal crashes. 

As of Tuesday morning, the 
records show that Arkansas has had 
389 fatalities as a result of automo-
bile accidents and 359 fatal crashes. 

VOTING

Filing comes 
and goes with 
some council 

seats unsought
Three Hamburg city 
council races have 
no contestants filed

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The filing deadline for the 
November election passed with no 
one seeking a position on the ballot 
for three of the Hamburg city coun-
cil seats. 

Mayor Dane Weindorf said in 
Monday night’s council meeting that 
since no one filed 
to run for those 
spots, the current 
council members 
would continue to 
serve in those 
spots unless they 
resigned. 

Two of those who didn’t file are in 
Ward 1. Beverly Mays holds posi-
tion 1 in Ward 1 and Daniel Shelton 
holds position 2.

In Ward 2, Derenda Stanley, 
incumbent, filed to run for re-elec-
tion of position two, but Mike 
Sanderlin of position 1 did not file to 
re-run. 

Deanne Murphy filed to run for 
re-election of Ward 3 position 1, but 
Sue Nolan — who currently sits in 
position two — did not file. Drew 
Foote will be running unopposed for 
her seat. 

Crossett, Parkdale and Fountain 
Hill all have contested city council 
races. 

In Crossett, Chris Gill and 
Glendell Moore are running for the 
Ward 2 Position 2 seat. Dale Martinie 
currently fills the seat, but did not 

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Hamburg Mayor Dane Weindorf 
announced Monday the walking 
trail construction, funded with a 
combination of grant funds and 
city funds, has begun. 

The City of Hamburg received 
an 80-20 matching grant from the 
state highway department to fund 
the project. 

Weindorf said the trail is com-
pletely carved out and almost 
ready for concrete.  

“So if the hurricane doesn’t 
blow too much water on us, within 
two to three weeks, you’ll be able 
to walk at the park,” Weindorf 
said. 

The new walking trail will be a 
mile for each lap made.

“Before you had to go three 

times around to get two miles,” 
Weindorf said. 

“The neat thing in my opinion is 
that inside this walk-
ing trail we are going 
to make a bicycle trail 
for kids to ride their 
bikes with ramps they 
can jump,” he said. 

The city also final-
ized a grant application 
for a grant with the 
state parks and tourism 
department. The mayor said the 
application is for a 50-50 grant and 
if the city is awarded the funding 
they will build a splash pad at Pine 
Street Park, a splash pad at Norman 
Park, shade structures surrounding 
the splash pads and new lighting for 
the softball and baseball fields. 

“I feel like we’ve got a real good 
chance to get it,” Weinforf said.  

“Eventually we are going to have 
the best parks in southeast 
Arkansas.” 

In other news:
4Weindorf said the tax revenue 

for Hamburg is better than it’s ever 
been. 

“It’s the highest I’ve ever seen 
it,” he said. “Things are looking 
really good right now.”
4City Attorney Paul Keith 

reminded the council and guests 
about Gov. Asa Hutchinson’s exec-
utive order that allows citizens to 
obtain an absentee ballot because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Keith said ballots should be 
requested as soon as possible. The 
deadline is not until October, but 
Keith said the process of obtaining 
one takes a little time and therefore 
people don’t need to wait until the 
last minute. 

4The council voted to approve 
the purchase of a dumping trailer in 
the amount of $7,000. Weindorf 
said the city has been using a regu-
lar trailer when one of the garbage 
trucks is down for maintenance, and 
the dump trailer will make that 
more manageable. 
4Weindorf said the city’s pave-

ment projects for this year will start 
in the next few weeks. The city 
roads to be paved are portions of 
Gardner Street, Jackson Street, 
Hickory Street and  Parker Street. 

Weindorf said the city will pave 
Gardner Street from Mills Street to 
Lincoln Street. Hickory Street will 
be paved from Jackson to Parker 
Streets. Jackson Street will be paved 
from Gardner to Hickory Streets 
and Parker Street will be paved 
from from Gardner Street to the 
Johnson Cemetery Road.

Mayor: Walking trail under construction, to open soon

Weindorf

A memorial ride was run in honor of Terry 
Paul Greenwood of Crossett, who died 
Aug. 13. Jim Moffatt organized the ride 
and said that because Greenwood had 
served in multiple military tours over-
seas, the group was starting the ride at 
the American Legion Hall on Main Street. 
The group rode down one of Greenwood’s 
favorite roads, which runs from Johns-
ville to Warren. The entire ride went from 
Crossett to Drew County and then on to 
Bradley County before returning to its 
starting location. The ride lasted for ap-
proximately an hour and a half. “We just 
wanted to have a nice ride for a great guy 
and for his family,” Moffatt said.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

REMEMBERING PAUL
Memorial ride marks community goodbye for local veteran

See RACE, Page 3A

COMMUNITY

Wiggins Cabin 

Festival 2020 

cancelled, will be 

back next year
BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Crossett’s annual festival mark-
ing its history is going to be skip-
ping a year.

The announcement that the 
Wiggins Cabin Festival has been 
cancelled came earlier this week. 
The cancellation, like several others 
this year, was in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Crossett Historical Society and 
the Delta XI chapter of Beta Sigma 
Phi regretfully announce the can-
cellation of the 42nd annual Wiggins 
Cabin Festival scheduled for 
Saturday, Oct. 10, 2020,” The 
Crossett Historical Society and 
Delta Xi Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi 
said in a joint statement. 

“Arkansas Department of Health 
restrictions and Center for Disease 
Control guidelines suggest that we 
cannot safely host the festival at 
this time.  Our greatest priority is 
the health and safety of our com-
munity, vendors, volunteers, and 
guests.”

The organizers said they were not 
happy to make the decision, which 
meant both organizations would 
miss out on a significant fundrais-
ing event that helps them complete 
their missions.

It is with sad hearts that we make 
this announcement,” the statement 
read. “The festival is an important 
fundraiser for each of these groups. 

See WIGGINS, Page 3A


