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After pausing a previous plan to 
recailibrate in light of public com-
ments, the Crossett City Council 
voted Monday to adopt a new plan 
for leaf and limb pickup in the city 
limits.

Under the new plan, presented by 
Councilman Cary Carter and devel-
oped by a committee he headed, 
leaves will be picked up for five 
months of the year, while limb and 
junk pickup will be continue year-
round.

The plan will also increase resi-

After redo, waste pickup plan finalized
Garbage fees in 
Crossett will see $2 
monthly increase

dential garbage rates from $15 a 
month to $17 monthly.

As adopted by the council, the 
new plan will have 
leaves picked up from 
Oct. 1 to March 31. The 
city will no longer use 
the leaf vacuum truck, 
and residents will be 
required to bag the 
leaves and contact the 
city to schedule a pick-
up. The city will haul 
the leaves to the landfill.

Street and Sanitation 
Director Jeff Harrison 
said switching to a 
bagged leaf system will 
make things easier for 
pickup, telling the coun-
cil the city would use its boom truck 
to grab the leaves.

“It is going to be a heck of a lot 

quicker and cleaner because of the 
bags,” Harrison said. “The leaf vac 
just made things nasty. If it was rain-
ing, the leaves got washed down the 
drain and clogged things up.”

Harrison said that since the new 
policy was not in place Monday, the 
department would make another 
sweep of the city with the leaf vacu-
um truck.

“I don’t think it is right to ask the 
citizens to go back and bag it all, but 
once it is clean we will discontinue the 
use of the leaf vacs,” he said.

The guidelines adopted for limbs 
Monday include that limbs must be no 
longer than four feet and no wider than 
six inches in diameter. All limbs will be 
chipped on the street before being 
taken to the landfill, which will elimi-
nate the need to take them to the city 
barn.

A key provision is that limbs will 

only be picked up on Tuesday and 
Thursday, and that residents will have 
to call the Street and Sanitation 
Department by 2 p.m. the day before 
pickup to schedule the removal.

When discussing the proposal, 
Councilwoman Crystal Marshall asked 
what the city would do if limbs do not 
fall within the guidelines for pickup.

“Let’s say I call in to pick up some 
limbs and I am guesstimating our 
limbs are within our parameters and 
the city workers decide they are not,” 
she said. “Are we just going to put their 
limbs down and drive away, or are we 
going to notify them?”

Harrison said he thought it would be 
a good idea for the city to make some 
uniform door hangers to inform resi-
dents why their limbs were not picked 
up.

He also said that the city still 

Carter
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Too wet to 
fish? Event 
postponed 
for high river

COMMUNITY

Chamber’s Buddy 
Bass Tournament 
rescheduled for fall

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

There’s just too much water to 
go fishing.

The Crossett Area Chamber of 
Commerce announced Tuesday 
that the Buddy Bass Tournament 
scheduled for June would be 
rescheduled for the fall.

Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Mandy White  
said that the reason for the move 
was the high water lev-
els of the Ouachita 
River. 

White said that the 
decision was made in 
consideration of the 
safety of the volun-
teers, fishermen and 
everyone involved.

The water level is 
currently at 80.7 feet with the 
parking lot, boat ramp and parts of 
the small pavilion at the Crossett 
arena all under water. 

Felsenthal National Wildlife 
Refuge Manager Clint Walker said  
the water level will  have to be 
lower than 78 feet at the lock to 
make the boat ramp accessible.

White

Six decades and 
two buildings 

later, class meets 
for reunion

CROSSETT HIGH

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

Members of the Crossett High School 
Class of 1959 met for a meal at Cros-
sett First United Methodist Church last 
Friday.

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The class of 1959, the last class to 
graduate from the two story high school 
that stood where Crossett Middle 
School now stands, celebrated its 60th 
class reunion last weekend.  

The graduation theme in 1959 was 
“Education for Citzenship” as the stu-
dents celebrated the end to not only 
their high school career, but the end of 
an era as future CHS graduates would 
walk the halls of a different building. 

Headlines from the May 21, 1959, 
edition of the Ashley News Observer 
said that honor graduates Mary Louise 
Harbour, James King, Orville Hannum, 
Charles Chelsey and Mac Jordan led 
the ceremony that took place on a 
Tuesday night. 

Louise Black, a 1959 graduate and 
one of the reunion organizers, said that 
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STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY VAL GAUGHT

Spectators watch the stunt show at the 2019 World Famous 
Armadillo Festival in Hamburg Saturday. Below, young fes-
tivalgoers carry their  carnival prizes. For more photos from 
the festival, see p. 5

The rain changed the schedule of the 
2019 World Famous Armadillo 
Festival, but it didn’t cancel it. 

Things went a little bit differently this year as 
the fun run was canceled, the carnival was 
closed temporarily on Saturday and a few of the 
Saturday events were postponed or moved 
around, but the festival went on.

 Saturday morning kicked off with the Ashley 
County Cares 5K run. This year’s winners 
included Bryant Gonzalez, who won the overall 
male category, and Addie Nelms, who won 
overall female. 

In the other male categories, Ethan Harrod, 
Rafael Dominques, Chance Zeigler, Keith 
Barrett, Ray  Yarborugh, Wade Miller and Joe 
Lane all took home prizes. 

In the female category, Georgia Cooley, 
Kansas Cooley, Sherry Jordan, Kristin Nutter, 
Chasity Stanley and Wanda McGhee each won 
awards in their respective age categories as well. 

Brooke Allen and her children brought their 
armadillo named Tillar to the competition. 
Tillar was the heaviest armadillo of the day, but 

Rowland Barnes brought the fastest armadillo.
Annie Murphy won the biggest frog contest 

with a frog weighing approximately 1.24 
pounds. Brianna Jerry had the fastest frog of 
the day and won first place in the frog jumping 
contest. 

A new armadillo competition was intro-
duced this year, but it wasn’t about having the 
fastest or the heaviest, but the most creative. 
The Ashley County Museum sponsored an 
armidillo decorating contest and over the 
weekend the museum yard was flooded with 
decorated armadillos. 

Kandi Keith won first place with an arma-
dillo named “Scuby-Dillo.” 

Evan Tubbs won second place with 
“Watermelon Dillo, an armadillo she painted 
for Jades’ Superfoods, and Meridith Roberts 
won third place with “God’s Armor Dillo,” an 
armadillo she painted for the First Baptist 
Church of Hamburg. 

 A FROG-HOPPIN’, ‘DILLO RACIN’ GOOD TIME
Annual World Famous Armadillo festival goes on despite rain

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A local restaurant will be the first 
Arkansas restaurant featured on a Louisiana 
television station’s food segment, “Feed 
Your Soul.”

Each week Tammy Arender travels 
around to restaurants in Louisiana highlight-
ing restaurants that “feed your soul.” 
Aredner’s segment features restaurants with 
zydeco music, swamp tours, seafood, drinks 
and dancing, among other Louisiana experi-
ences

This week, Arender is in Ashley County 
on Beech Street in Crossett. 

The Beech Street Bistro was created with 
what owner Chester Huntsman calls a “juke 
joint” feel and features cajun cooking on the 
menu. 

The restaurant serves what could be con-

sidered Louisiana cuisine with items such as 
crawfish pie and gumbo. One of the unique 
items on the menu is named Zydeco cheese-
cake.

“I always said if you make it, you can 
name it whatever you want, so that’s what I 
named it,” Chester said. 

Arender first learned about the Bistro 
from former Crossett residents Brad and 
Myra Akers, who currently live in the 
Monroe area. 

Laura Huntsman — who owns the resta-
raunt with Chester — said that Arender 
reached out on Thursday to talk about doing 
the segment.

“We were very surprised, and honored, 
when she called here,” Laura said. 

Arender also found it interesting that 
Chester was the brother of Johnny Huntsman, 
the founder of a famous pizza chain found 

Crossett bistro to be featured in Louisiana TV segment

Beech Street Bistro owner Chester Huntsman does an interview with 
Tammy Arender for her Louisiana TV food feature, “Feed Your Soul.”

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer
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