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BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Crossett City Council 
appointed a new city clerk Monday 
after the long-time clerk officially 
resigned from his position.

Mayor Crystal Marshall 
announced the clerk’s resignation 
at the meeting.

“It is with bittersweet emotions 
that I must communicate the res-
ignation of our 22-year devoted 

public servant and clerk-treasurer 
Mr. Jessie Walthall,”  Marshall 
said. “Though he will 
be dearly missed, we 
are happy for him to 
begin a new chapter in 
his life relocating to 
Hamburg to live with 
his daughter.”

The council accept-
ed resignation and 
Marshall nominated Certified 
Public Accountant Clark Terrell to 

be appointed to fill the position. 
Terrell has worked with the city 
on many occasions as an accoun-
tant and has served as the book-
keeper for a number of munici-
palities in the region.

“Even with this sad news we are 
in such a fortunate place with hav-
ing Mr. Terrell, an expert in his 
field as a certified public accoun-
tant, an expert in municipal 
finance serving Eudora and 
Dermott as an accountant  — 

which functions as treasurer han-
dling all their finances — as well 
as an expert in Crossett finances, 
serving on retainer as an accoun-
tant for the City of Crossett for 
over five years,” Marshall said.

Terrell’s nomination was unani-
mously approved when taken to a 
vote of the council.

Terrell will serve as the city’s 
clerk and treasurer until the next 
election. The next clerk’s election 
is in 2022.

Crossett city clerk resigns; Terrell appointed

Terrell

STAFF REPORTS

A man was shot and killed in North 
Crossett last week.

Ashley County Sheriff Tommy 
Sturgeon said Ashley County deputies 
responded to a fatal shooting on Dec. 
16.

According to a report from Deputy 
Hunter Smith, the shooting happened at 
approximately 5:35 a.m. in North 
Crossett.

The incident happened on Mimosa 
Street. One person was dead following 
the shooting.

While the sheriff declined to identify 
the deceased, social media postings 
from people who said they were family 
members alleged the victim was Shawn 
Pollock of Crossett.

Pollock’s mother, Judith Alliene, has 
posted online that her son was outside 
the residence where the shooting hap-
pened, and alleges that the details of 
what led to the shooting are disputed. 
Alliene could not be reached for further 
comment.

Smith said the deceased’s body is 
going to be sent to the Arkansas State 
Crime Lab for autopsy and investiga-
tive file will be sent to the 10th Judicial 
Prosecuting Attorneys Office for 
review. 

Smith declined to give any further 
details regarding the shooting, and did 
not name the alleged shooter or what 
may have led to the incident.

Officials keep 

details about 

fatal shooting 

close to vest

CRIME

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

When the county’s school children 
wrote letters to Santa — which The 
Ashley News Observer dutifully forward-
ed to the North Pole, of course — they 
asked not only for toy tractors and dolls, 
but also for something they’ve been inter-
nalizing all year. Some of them asked 
Santa for a cure to SARS-CoV2, the coro-
navirus best known as COVID-19.

Ladd Dunigan asked the jolly old elf 
for an iPad and some new work boots, but 
Dunigan’s letter concluded with a clear 
intention for the coming year.

“My Christmas wish for my family is 
for everyone to stay well and be happy all 
year and I wish COVID would go away,” 
the letter ended.

Tripp Talkington likewise asked Santa 
for a dirt bike and a paintball gun, but also 
for medical safety.

“My Christmas wish for my family is 
everyone is healthy (no COVID),” 
Talkington wrote.

Another student, Hastin Savage, was 
worried about Santa himself.

“Are you sick?” Savage asked before 
expressing faith that Santa was, in fact, 
OK by requesting a train, bicycle, and 
other gifts. Dunigan had also telegraphed 
concern, opening his letter with, “I hope 
you are not sick.”

The concern for Santa’s wellbeing is 
widespread. In a letter that asked only for 
“amarican girl doll stuff,” Aubrey Hartley 
spent more time worrying about rumors 
about the health of those at the North Pole 
than she did asking for presents.

“I hope you are not getting sick, 
because Skippy and Tinsen said that a lot 
of the elfs are getting COVID-19,” she 
wrote.

Official reports say that Santa is OK, 
but even Santa can’t be too careful. Kayla 
Mondragon’s letter contained some 
advice that Santa will surely follow as he 
tries to deliver presents while social dis-
tancing.

“Be careful on Christmas Eve, make 
sure to wear a mask, and keep it on all 
night,” she wrote.

But even with concerns about COVID 
can’t beat out the Christmas spirit. 

Some of the letter writers kept their 
requests to a theme — for example, 
Seylor Plunkett, whose request was tex-
ture based in asking for, “Squishy panda, 
squishy kawala, squishy, popcun, squishy 

budrfly, squishy monkey. Squishy bear 
squishy mop, squishy spider, squishy pizza.”

Others kept their requests modest, such as 
Drake Hill, who asked for — among other 
things, “a milyon dallrs” and a “chansal.”

Rakiem Nalls also looked to the high life, 
beseeching good Kris Kringle to bring, 
“Goltden teeth.”

And even after a tough year, some veered 
toward selflessness.

“What I want for Christmas is money so 
I can help homeless, so they can have a 
Christmas,” Danyell Bornsiter wrote.

To see all the letters submitted to 
Santa via The Ashley News Observer, 
see page 1B.

Area children 
wrote let-
ters to Santa, 
which were 
d e l i v e r e d 
through the 
Ashley News 
Observer. To 
read the let-
ters, see 1B.

Christmas letters in the time of COVID: 
Children express concern, but also ask for presents

GOVERNMENT

Crossett council 
adopts budget 
for 2021, not 
all vote ‘yes’

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

A divided Crossett City Council adopt-
ed a budget for the coming fiscal year 
Monday night. The point of 
contention was nearly a 
quarter million dollars.

Four council members, 
C.T. Foster, James Knight, 
Kerstin Mondragon and 
Sheila Phillips voted in favor 
of the budget. 

Councilmen Dale 
Martinie and Cary Carter 
voted in the minority when 
casting votes against the pro-
posal.

 Carter said that he 
thought the budget should be 
cut by approximately 
$200,000. Mayor Crystal 
Marshall said the budget had 
already been cut by eight percent — 
which is approximately $468,226 — 
when compared to the 2020 budget.

“I don’t want to make cuts or lay peo-
ple off unless it is absolutely necessary,” 
Marshall said. “If I start laying people off, 
then I’m afraid others will panic and lay 
people off and we are going to start seeing 
a ripple effect on our town.”

Martinie said he was concerned 
about the boom truck and a fire truck 
that the city had voted to keep in a pre-
vious meeting. 

Marshall

Carter

See BUDGET, Page 3A

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Gov. Asa Hutchinson spoke 
optimistically about the state’s 
COVID-19 fight Tuesday, saying 
that another round of new doses of 
the vaccine against the deadly 
virus were on their way to the 
state.

The first vaccines were deliv-
ered and administered Friday.

Hutchinson said that as of 
Tuesday 12,969 health care work-
ers had received the vaccine since 
the state started distribution.

Next Monday, the state will 
receive another 23,400 additional 
doses of the Pfizer vaccine, and 
17,700 doses of the Moderna.

The Moderna vaccine will be 

distributed to pharmacies for resi-
dents of long-term care facilities, 
Hutchinson said.

But the governor also 
emphasized that cau-
tion is still needed. 
The state is working 
on a plan to priori-
tize the distribu-
tion of vaccines 
to those outside 
the cohorts listed, 
he said.

As of Tuesday, 
the state had a total 
of 21,979 active cases of COVID-
19, and had seen 3,338 deaths — a 
total that jumped by 48 from 
Monday to Tuesday.

“The deaths, that number 
remains way too high for us,” 

Hutchinson said. “I am concerned 
about that, but it is the result of 
increased cases.

Statewide, 1,103 
people were hospi-
talized, up 25 from 
the day before, and 
173 were on venti-
lators. 

As of Tuesday, 
Ashley County 
had 128 active 
cases of COVID-
19, and had 
recorded 19 

deaths in connection with the viral 
pandemic.

In addition to tracking COVID 
numbers, the Arkansas Department 
of Health has begun issuing its 
weekly flu tracking reports.

For the week ending Dec. 19, the 
department reported that flu activ-
ity was “minimal” in Arkansas. 
Peak flu season across the last 15 
years is on average in February.

A total of seven flu deaths have 
been reported this season, and the 
report notes that, “Nationally, the 
proportion of deaths reported to the 
National Center for Health 
Statistics attributed to pneumonia 
and influenza is above the epi-
demic threshold this week.”

Health officials have noted, 
however, that following the same 
guidance as is given to avoid 
COVID infection — social distanc-
ing, washing hands and wearing a 
mask — can go a long way toward 
preventing contracting flu. 

COVID vaccine arrives, more coming next week

See VACCINE, Page 3A


