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1983 contract says it is supposed to 
pay the city of Crossett $30,000 per 
year to go towards a sal-
ary for a city engineer. 

Greg Sivils with the 
Crossett water commis-
sion spoke to the coun-
cil during the council’s 
finance meeting and the 
regular meeting on 
Monday night about the 
water department’s budget to explain 
why the department had quit paying 
the fee.

Sivils said the commission had 
met with late Mayor Scott 
McCormick and reached an agree-
ment to put the payments on hold 

because of dwindling finances at the 
water company. The agreement 
wasn’t done in writing and has gone 
unpaid for a lot longer than what the 
mayor could have authorized without 
permission from the council.  

“He may not have realized the 
length of time you were talking about 
because had it been a month or two 
— I believe — that would be at the 
mayor’s discretion, but at this point I 
think it’s outside of the (purview) of 
my office,” Mayor Crystal Marshall 
said. 

Sivils told the council the com-
mission simply didn’t have the 
money to pay it.

“We’ve been losing money for 

quite a while but we hoped the new 
meters would pick that up,” Sivils 
said.

The new meters were installed and 
the first full month of revenue with 
meters was June, during which the 
company saw a $27,000 profit. Sivils 
said that revenues started dropping 
again and though they don’t know 
exactly why, he believes that it’s 
because people are being more con-
servative with water or the new 
meters helped them locate unknown 
water leaks that have since been 
repaired.

“Our water sales are steadily drop-
ping — and I don’t know if it’s 

Crossett council votes to  call $30K bill due

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Crossett City Council says 
that the Crossett water commission 
must resume paying a $30,000 annu-
al obligation that was stopped in 
recent years, but a representative of 
the commission said that in order to 
do that they must raise water rates.

The Crossett Water Commission’s 

Commissioner Sivils 

says water company 

doesn’t have the cash

INFRASTRUCTURE

Fire engine sale 
postponed so 
city can have 

two ladder trucks
Additional equipment 

attractive to industry, 

recruiters tell council

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Why have just one ladder truck 
when you can have two?

The City of Crossett purchased a 
new ladder truck earlier this year since 
the 1990 model 80-foot truck was 
aging and needed a lot of repairs. The 
city administration had 
discussed selling the 
truck, but when Fire 
Chief Bo Higgonbotham 
presented the potential 
sale numbers to the city 
council, Councilman 
James Knight said he 
believed it was worth 
more to the city than what they could 
get for it. 

Even though it isn’t perfect, it gives 
the city a second ladder truck in the 
case of an emergency and it also 
makes Crossett looks good to incom-
ing businesses to have two ladder 
trucks in their fleet. 

Crossett Economic Development 
Director Mike Smith said it would 
help the fire insurance ratings for the 
town as well.  

When the matter came to a vote, 
Councilman Cary Carter voted against 

JUSTICE SYSTEM

Man gets prison 
time, probation 
in federal court 
for gun charge

STAFF REPORTS

A Crossett man was sentenced in 
federal court Tuesday to more than 
five years in prison for having a 
shotgun at his residence while on 
parole.

Christopher Gibson, age 41, of 
Crossett, Arkansas, was sentenced 
to 63 months in federal prison fol-
lowed by three years of supervised 
release for one count of being a 
felon in possession of a firearm. 

Chief Judge Susan O. Hickey 
presided over the sentencing hear-
ing in the United States District 
Court in El Dorado.

Court records say that on Oct. 9, 
2019, Arkansas State Parole 
Officers and Ashley County 
Sheriff ’s Deputies conducted a 
parole search on Gibson at Gibson’s 
residence. 

During the search of his resi-
dence, officers located and seized a 
loaded Mossberg 12-guage shotgun 
and several shotgun shells.  Gibson 
was taken into custody without 
incident.

Gibson was indicted by a federal 
grand jury in November 2019, and 
entered a guilty plea in February of 
2020.

 The case was prosecuted as part 
of Project Safe Neighborhoods 
(PSN), a program bringing together 
all levels of law enforcement and 
the communities they serve to 
reduce violent crime and make our 
neighborhoods safer for everyone. 

BY VAL GAUGHT
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Plans for the Crossett Area Chamber’s 
Christmas in Crossett have blossomed from a 
one-day event to a full weekend for the com-
munity.  

Chamber Executive Director Mandy White 
said originally the committee had voted on 
doing a shopping event at the Farmer’s Market 
on Saturday, Dec. 5, with a parade and fire-
works show to follow. All of those events will 
still go on, but White said they’ve added some 
things on the front end.

“It’s a special 
time for busi-
nesses when we 
block off Main 
and have our 
downtown event 
and that’s 
become the tradition so we really wanted to keep 
that tradition, but we also have so many good 
things happening at our Farmer’s Market on 
the other end as well,” White said.

The stretch of Main Street from where Christmas 
in Crossett is usually held to the Farmer’s Market on 
the corner of Main and Ninth is nine blocks, so 

White said it would be difficult to have things going 
on at both ends. 

As a solution, the committee decided that Friday 
night could be the traditional downtown event where 
they will block off the 200 block of Main Street from 
4 to 8 p.m. for vendors. All of the businesses in the 
area have agreed to stay open late for shopping. 
White said they are calling the event, “A Christmas 
Downtown.”

 “A lot of our members on that end of town really 
look forward to this event each year and are a big 
part of making Christmas in Crossett special, so we 
couldn’t leave them out and so we just said why not 
do both?” White said.  

Annual holiday event grows from one day to two

BY VERSHAL HOGAN 

MANAGING EDITOR

State officials repeated Tuesday a warning 
from the White House Coronavirus Task Force 
that Arkansas, “is on the precipice of a rapid 
increase of cases that will be followed by new 
hospital admissions.”

The warning was issued in the days after 
the state saw an increase in COVID-19-
related deaths.

“We look at the holiday season that is 
approaching and we have to be mindful that if 
Arkansas continues at the pace of the last two 
days, Arkansas will have an additional 1,000 
Arkansans who will die of COVID 
between now and Christmas,” 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson said.

At the time Hutchinson issued his 
remarks Tuesday, the state had added 
1,554 new cases of the virus in the 
previous 24 hours, resulting in 
16,576 active cases across Arkansas. 
Of the active cases, 895 were hospi-
talized and more than 120 were on ventilators.

Ashley County accounted for 88 of the 
state’s active cases; of Ashley County’s cases, 
69 were considered “confirmed” using poly-
merase chain reaction (PCR) tests, while the 
remaining 19 were considered “probable” 
because they were diagnosed using other test-
ing methods.

Considering the holidays and the potential 
for an additional 1,000 people to die of the 
virus, “should inspire us to do well to follow 
the guidelines and break the trend,” 
Hutchinson said. “And that is our goal.”

Arkansas Secretary of Health Jose Romero 
said Tuesday that if the state does not get the 
virus under control quickly, hospitals will be 
overwhelmed.

“We are facing a significant and possibly 
uncontrollable rise in cases,” he said. “This is 
like a boulder rolling down a hill. There will 
come a time when we cannot stop it.”

Now is the time to act, he said, telling those 
watching the briefing that he still emphasizes 
“the three ‘W’s” — washing hands, wearing 
masks and watching your distance.

Romero said that the trend of recent deaths 
showed that a majority of the mortalities 
could be connected to nursing homes and con-
gregate living centers.

“There is clearly a vulnerable population 
there and a population we are concerned 
about,” he said, before repeating advice he 
has given before about leaving older residents 
at nursing homes for the holidays this year.

“Our elderly are vulnerable,” Romero said. 
“Bringing them to your home may be a detri-
ment to their health. Consider postponing 
your Thanksgiving with them until a later 
date.”

The health secretary expressed sympathy 
for the situation, saying that he understands 
that people want to be together.

White House, state officials warn of 
imminent increase in COVID-19 casesON THE EDGE:

Gov. Asa Hutchinson, right, speaks about the 
rate of COVID-19 infection in Arkansas at a 
news conference Tuesday while an American 
Sign Language speaker interprets for the hear-
ing impaired. NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

Romero
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WILL HEHEMANN 

UAPB SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE

Under normal circumstances, 
Americans celebrate Thanksgiving 
with plenty of family and friends. This 
year, Americans need to take steps to 
stay safe as cases of COVID-19 rap-
idly grow in the U.S., said Easter H. 
Tucker, the interim family and con-
sumer sciences program leader for the 

University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff.
“Taking steps to stay safe during the 

current pandemic does not mean 
Americans cannot enjoy spending time 
with family and friends,” she said. 
“While this is not the right year to cel-
ebrate with as many people as you 
normally would, you can still share this 
special day with those closest to you.”

Tucker said the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) has 

developed guidelines Americans 
can follow to minimize the risk they 
get sick. They have divided celebra-
tory activities into three categories: 
lower risk, moderate risk and higher 
risk.

Lower risk activities include:
4Having a small dinner with only 

people who live in your household.
4Having a virtual dinner and shar-

ing recipes with friends and family.

4Watching sports events, parades 
and movies from home.
4Preparing traditional family reci-

pes for family and neighbors – espe-
cially those at higher risk of severe 
illness from COVID-19 – and deliver-
ing them in a way that does not 
involve direct contact with others. 
Packaged food can be left on a neigh-
bor’s doorstep, for instance.

Consumer scientist offers tips for lowering risk during holiday gatherings
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