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The Arkansas Supreme Court 
declined last week to hear an appeal 
for a 2019 life sentence in a case 
where the murder victim was burned 
to death in Parkdale. The court did 
not rule out hearing the case in the 
future since its rejection was based 
on technical 
errors in the 
case’s submis-
sion.

The court 
also issued a 
denial for post-
conviction relief 
in connection 
with an unre-
lated 1992 
murder. The court’s decisions were 
released Oct. 1.

Anthony DeWayne Brown
Anthony DeWayne Brown — who 

was convicted of first-degree murder 
in connection with the 2019 death of 
Jesse Burton — had sought to have 
the court declare that insufficient evi-
dence had been presented to justify 
the life sentence he received in 
August 2019. The court declined to 
hear his appeal because some of the 
evidence in question could not be 
reviewed.

Brown and Burton were involved 
in a disagreement on Dec. 31, 2018, 
and at one point in the evening Brown 
doused Burton in gasoline before 
lighting him on fire. Burton died at 
Chicot County Medical Center the 
next day, having been severely burned 
on the neck and face.

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The director of the Arkansas 
Department of Transportation vis-
ited Crossett last week to lobby 
voters to continue a half-cent sales 
tax that funds highway work.

ARDOT Director Lorie Tudor 
spoke to the Crossett Rotary Club 
following a ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny celebrating the five-mile expan-
sion project that stretches from the 
intersection of U.S. 82 and U.S. 
425. Local leaders and officials 
had gathered at the intersection, 
which — from that point into 
Hamburg — has seen a five-mile 
stretch of improvement construc-
tion. The project was funded by a 

half-cent sales tax put into place by 
voters in 2012. The tax was adopt-
ed for 10 years and is set to expire 
in 2023. It will be on the ballot as 
Issue No. 1 during the Nov. 3 elec-
tion.

Tudor said during her presenta-
tion in Crossett that it is important 
that voters understand the history 
of the tax and that voting for it 
again does not increase taxes, but 
continues a half-cent tax that is 
already on the books.

“For the last few decades 
ARDOT has not had enough fund-
ing to keep up with the state high-
way system’s needs or meet the 
public’s expectations,” Tudor said.

The revenue that funds ARDOT 
is a fuel tax that is strictly based on 

the amount of fuel sold. Tudor said 
that because people are trying to 
reduce the amount of fossil fuels 
used, this has also decreased their 
funding. Additionally, the cost of 
road construction has steadily 
increased, making the limited fund-
ing even harder to stretch, she said.

“The cost of road construction 
has steadily increased. Back in 
1998 we could upgrade 200 road 
miles with $10 million. Twenty 
years later, we can do less than half 
of that,” Tudor said.

Seventy percent of the 2012 
half-cent sales tax goes to the 
Connect Arkansas program, and 
the other 30 percent goes to coun-
ties and cities, she said.

ARDOT director: Issue 1 does not add taxes

Arkansas Department of Trans-
portation Director Lorie Tudor 
spoke in Crossett last week about 
how the half-cent sales tax on the 
Nov. 3 ballot funds highway proj-
ects and how it can fund them in 
the future if it is adopted again.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer
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JUSTICE

State Supreme 
Court declines 
to hear appeal 
for murder case
Justice: Technical 
errors prevented 
case consideration

The Crossett police responded to a wreck 
at the intersection of Main Street and Third 
Avenue at approximately 2:21 p.m. Monday. 
Reports at the Crossett Police Department say 
that Nakari Thrower was traveling west on 
Third Avenue in a 2018 Hyundai when a 2016 
Chrysler struck the Hyundai, which then came 
to rest against a tree. Brian Miles,was travel-
ing southbound on Main Street in the Chrysler 
when the vehicles collided. Both drivers told 
police they had a green light at the time of the 
crash. The report said the police had request-
ed video from Century Next Bank to determine 
the cause of the crash. The wreck remains un-
der investigation.

BARNEY WHITE/News Observer

MAIN STREET WRECK

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

Congressman Bruce Westerman, left,  
started his annual agriculture tour this 
week and made two stops in Ashley 
County on Tuesday. In Hamburg,  Wes-
terman visited the Ashley County Farm 
Family of the Year and in Crossett he 
stopped at Delek Renewables. Wester-
man toured both locations and helped 
to plant a tree at Delek Renewables.
Westerman said the tour is one of his 
favorite parts of the year because he 
gets to travel around and meet the men 
and women who work in agriculture.

AG TOUR

PANDEMIC

New nursing 
home visitation 
guidance issued 
for COVID era

County active case 
count  at 20, week 
sees one new death 

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Ashley County’s number of active 
COVID-19 infections remained 
steady over the last week, but com-
plications from the virus claimed 
another local life.

As of Tuesday evening, the Arkansas 
Department of 
Health reported 
that the county 
had 18 con-
firmed active 
and two prob-
able active 
cases. Probable 
cases are those that are confirmed 
using methods such as antibody-
detection tests or diagnostic charts 
rather than the preferred polymerase 
chain reaction (PCR) testing method. 

The ADH also recorded the 11th 
confirmed COVID-related death in 
the county over the course of the 
week. 

Ashley County has had 452 cases 
of COVID-19 recorded since the pan-
demic reached it this year.

In his weekly update about the 
state of the virus in Arkansas, Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson said that since 
President Donald Trump announced 
he had been diagnosed with COVID-
19, Arkansans seem to have exhibit-
ed, “a new level of seriousness and a 
new level of consistency” in regard 
to practicing the advised infection 
deterrents of wearing face coverings 
and social distancing of six feet.

The governor said the state had 
seen 84,203 total cases since the pan-
demic’s start and 1,469 deaths. 

See COVID, Page 5

As harvest picks up, cool weather helping effort
BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

After delays from a little wind 
and a lot of rain, the harvest is start-
ing to click along in Southeast 
Arkansas.

Cotton bolls are open, rice is 
coming out of the fields and peanuts 
are waiting for digging.

Ashley County had 6,200 acres 
of rice planted, and Extension Agent 
Kevin Norton said that it had – for 
the most part – “done really well.”

“The fields I was involved with 
were cutting over 200 bushels,” he 
said. 

Part of that was attributable to a 
largely temperate summer.

“A lot of times, the night time 
temperatures really seem to have an 
effect on rice, and my memo-
ry serves we weren’t having 
really high night tempera-
tures like we have in the 
past,” Norton said.

In Chicot County, Clay 
Gibson — the staff chair 
for the U of A Division 
of Agriculture Chicot 
Extension Office — said 
he was also seeing good 
yields for traditional and row 
rice

“It has been a good year for 
rice. It didn’t get crazy, crazy hot, 
and the irrigation was pretty good,” 
he said. “We had that one dry peri-

od for 28 days, but it has been a 
pretty good year overall.”

Rice farming in the region has 
started a shift toward greater 

row rice acreage rather than 
using the traditional levee 
systems. Norton said 
approximately half of 
Ashley County’s crop 
this year was planted in 
row arrangements. In 
Chicot County, the per-
centage increase in row 
rice acreage has also been 
higher than it has in the 
past.

“It allows you to put 
some ground (into production) that 
you couldn’t if you had so many 

levees in it,” Norton said said. “You 
can just take those levees out. You 
can water it, but they don’t have to 
try to maintain that flood. A lot of 
them would say it is easier; they can 
turn on the pipe and water it down 
the rows.” 

Harvesting row rice is also easier, 
Gibson said.

“When you cut row rice, it is like 
cutting a wheat field,” he said.

Part of what made the expansion 
into row rice growing was hardy 
hybrid rices, Gibson said. 

“If you water them every three 
days, that is enough to do it,” 
Gibson said. “You don’t have to 
hold a five-inch flood.”
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BY MARY HIGHTOWER 

U OF A SYSTEM DIVISION 

OF AGRICULTURE

Despite a decline in personal income 
between July and August, Americans 
increased their spending in a few places, 
including movie theaters, museums and 
campgrounds, according to the Bureau 
of Economic Analysis.

Personal income declined 2.7 per-
cent, or $543.5 billion from July to 
August, slightly more than the consen-
sus pre-report estimate of just under 2.5 
percent during that time period, said 
economist John Anderson. 

Anderson is head of the agricultural 
economics and agribusiness department 
for the University of Arkansas System 
Division of Agriculture and the Dale 
Bumpers College of Agricultural Food 
and Life Sciences. He has been provid-
ing pandemic-related analyses of the 
economy since March. His analysis of 
the September “Personal Income and 
Outlays Report” can be found at bit.
ly/3nb4Km6.

The decline in personal income was 
more than accounted for by a decline in 
unemployment benefits, Anderson said. 
Unemployment insurance payments fell 
by $687 billion in August. 

ECONOMY

American income 
dips, but spending 
starts to rebound 

in some areas
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