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MANAGING EDITOR

You’ve heard the same story for 
years: America is getting fatter; obe-
sity rates are rising. 

And that’s true in most of 
Arkansas. But not Ashley County.

A recent statistical analysis of 
data at County Health Rankings — 
countyhealthrankings.org — showed 
that Ashley County bucked the trend 
that 71 or Arkansas’ 75 counties set. 

Obesity increased six percent 
overall in Arkansas between 2012 
and 2022, the analysis reports, but in 
Ashley County that amount 

remained static — Ashley County 
did not report an increase in obesity 
over that time period.

Ashley and Greene 
counties reported 0 
percent increases, 
while two other coun-
ties — Grand and Polk 
— reported actual 
decreases. Polk led 
with a 3 percent drop 
in its reported obesity 
rate, while Grant had a 
1 percent drop.

Other than those four counties, 
the remaining 71 reported an 
increase.

While the reason why Ashley 
County’s rate has remained flat is not 

examined in the report, 
those examining the 
data pointed to a gen-
eral increase in inactiv-
ity that is not necessar-
ily due to laziness but 
simply to lifestyle 
changes — after all, 
most Americans are 
not working the fields 
any more.

That said, even one 
may be tempted to jump to conclu-
sions about weight gain across the 
state and country, the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 
notes that the complex contributing 
factors to obesity include sleep rou-
tines, genetics, social determinants, 
comorbid diseases such as thyroid 
disorders and taking certain medica-
tions.

“Some illnesses, such as Cushing’s 
disease, may lead to obesity or 
weight gain,” the CDC writes on its 
website. 

“Drugs such as steroids and some 
antidepressants may also cause 
weight gain. Research continues on 
the role of other factors such as 
chemical exposures and the role of 
the microbiome.”

State gains weight, but Ashley County obesity rate flat

JUST THE FACTS: 

The obesity rate in Arkan-

sas grew by 6 percent to 

38 percent of the popula-

tion over the last 10 years. 

In Ashley County, how-

ever, the rate had a 0 per-

cent gain.

VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The Hamburg Economic 
Development Team announced 
this week that the building it had 
been donated on East Adams 
Street had been sold.

The turnaround on the building 
was so fast, in fact, that the HEDT 
decided to give the building back 
to the former owners before the 
sale.

In an online news release, a 
Team spokesperson explained that 
Jeff and Shirley Foote had given 
the HEDT the former Foote Drug 
building because they had been 

unable to sell it. The HEDT is a 
501(c)3 non-profit comprised of 
community volunteers whose goal 
is to encourage long-term, viable 
economic development and pros-
perity in the Hamburg area.

When they 
announced the 
donation, the 
HEDT said they 
planned to apply 
for and be awarded 
grants to restore the building 
before finding a permanent ten-
ant. Since the building is located 
on the Hamburg Square, it fit well 
with the Team’s recent goals of 
developing the downtown area.

But, the spokesperson said, 
“Within days of deeding the build-
ing to HEDT, an offer to purchase 
the building was made.”

Instead of selling the property 
straight to the buyers, the Team 

considered the 
Footes’ initial 
reasons for 

donating the 
building.  
“HEDT felt it 

only fair to deed the building back 
to Jeff and Shirley Foote before 
the sale of the building,” the 
spokesperson said.

In the release explaining the 
real estate turnaround before the 

sale, the spokesperson said that 
their understanding is that the 
building has now been sold to a 
business that plans to renovate 
and occupy it soon.

“As a team, our focus is to fill 
all of the vacant buildings in 
Hamburg,” the spokesperson said. 
“We are excited there will now be 
one less vacant building in 
Hamburg and the Square will have 
one additional business to serve 
you.”

While the Adams Street location 
is now out of the HEDT inventory, 
the organization has other ongoing 
projects the public can support.

Building once donated to HEDT sold to new owner

City of Crossett seeks resident input on proposed seal
VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The City of Crossett is looking 
for resident input in the develop-
ment of a city seal.

The project began earlier this 
summer when City Hall put out a 
call for residents to name their 
favorite Crossett landmarks or 
things that made them think of 
Crossett. At the time, the reason-
ing for the request wasn’t made 
public.

On Wednesday, Aug. 31, how-
ever, City Hall announced that the 
request had been made in part to 
aid in the development of a city 
seal. While Crossett has a familiar 
branding associated with the sym-

bol of its name with the two ‘t’s 
replaced with pine trees, it does 
not have an official seal.

The two proposals that emerged 
from the project are almost 
identical.

In both a green cir-
cle rings the pro-
posed seals with 
“City of Crossett” 
on the inside of the 
top of the circle 
and “Arkansas” at 
the bottom. Boxed 
through the middle of 
the seal is the phrase 
“founded 1903.” The middle text 
box is encircled by another ring, 
which is divided into four spaces.

Three of the four quarters in the 

inner ring are identical, going 
counterclockwise: an image of 
Lucas Pond; Wiggins Cabin; and a 
pine tree. The fourth quadrant, 

located at the top left of the 
inner ring, is what is 

different between 
the two draft 
seals. One 
features an 
eagle head, 
the other a 

buck deer 
with a large 

rack of antlers.
The three quadrants 

that are identical were chosen 
because they represented the three 
most commonly submitted ideas.

City Hall has opened voting on 

the two images until Sept. 14. 
Those who use Facebook can vote 
simply by finding the post at bit.
ly/3KO5KJi and “liking” the 

image they prefer. 
For those who would 
rather use a lower 

tech method, votes 
can be cast at City 
Hall.

Inset: The two pro-
posed city seals for the 

City of Crossett are identi-
cal except for one detail: one 

contains an eagle, the other a deer. 
Voting by residents about which one 
they prefer is open until Sept. 14 online 
at bit.ly/3KO5KJi or at City Hall.

NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

See HEDT, Page 5

CROSSETT RIDING CLUB CROWNS NEW QUEEN

STAFF REPORTS

Ashley Brewton has been crowned the 2022 Miss Crossett 
PRCA Rodeo Queen.

Brewton was initially the runner-up in the pageant, but a 
news release from the Crossett Riding Club’s board of direc-
tors said that the previously crowned queen was unable to 
uphold the responsibilities of the title, leading the board to 
crown Brewton on 
Aug. 30.

Brewton will carry 
the title for the 
remainder of the 
2022 season and into 
the 75th annual 
Crossett  PRCA 
Rodeo, which is set 
for May 31 to June 3, 
2023, at which time 
she will pass it to the 
next queen.

Brewton, 17, is a 
senior at Dewitt High 
School, and the 
daughter of Thomas 
and Jennifer Gray. 
An honor roll stu-
dent, she has been 
accepted into the 
Medical Application of Science for Health Program.

She is also a member of the Dewitt High School 
Homecoming court, and active in the Arkansas County 
Livestock 4-H Club.

“When she’s not helping with hay and row crop farming 
on her family’s farm, Ashley enjoys riding and training 
horses, rodeoing, hunting, fishing, spending time with her 
family and serving the Lord,” the news release read.  

“Ashley is a former Miss Grant County Rodeo Queen and 
was 1st runner up to Arkansas State Fair Rodeo Queen in 2021.  

Ashley Brewton of Dewitt will serve as CRC Rodeo queen for remainder of season

2021 Miss Crossett PRCA Rodeo Addison Gray crowns Ashley Brewton, the 2022 Miss Cros-
sett PRCA Rodeo. Inset, 2022 Teen Miss Crossett PRCA Rodeo Grace Edmondson poses with 
Brewton. NEWS OBSERVER/SubmittedSee QUEEN, Page 3

CRIME

Two suspects 
arrested for 

four burglaries, 
office damage

Suspects allegedly 
broke into business, 
damaged equipment

AMANDA ELLIS

ASHLEY NEWS OBSERVER

Two suspects have been arrested for 
their alleged part in a series of three 
burglaries at a single business and a 
fourth one at a convenience store.

Crossett Police responded to the 
first burglary on Aug. 15 when a 
Swyft Connect employee contacted 
them regarding a burglary that had 
taken place at their office at 109 Pine 
Street.

Video footage captured by the secu-
rity cameras inside Swyft Connect 
showed the crime taking place, and 
provided images of the individual 
involved.

Crossett Police Officer Shaquille 
Thompson, who worked the case, said 
there were two additional burglaries at 
the same business within the follow-
ing days.

Thompson said that after the busi-
ness closed for the day on Aug 14, the 
suspect broke in and stole money from 
the business and smashed computers. 

He then returned to the scene two 
more times over the next few days 
with another individual, Thompson 
said. The two damaged equipment 
before leaving the premises. 

See BURGLARY, Page 12

COMMUNITY

Annual Chamber 
Buddy Bass 

Tournament set 
for this weekend

AMANDA ELLIS

ASHLEY NEWS OBSERVER

Got a buddy? Like bass fishing? 
Then this weekend has an event for 
you.

The 37th annual Buddy Bass 
Tournament is set to take place 
Saturday, Sept. 10, at the Crossett 
Port.

The Crossett Area Chamber of 
Commerce puts on the tournament 
every year with the help of its spon-
sors. Executive Director Mandy White 
said there are 92 sponsors so far for 
this year’s event. 

White said in addition to local par-
ticipants, they have entrants coming in 
from four different states to compete 
in the tournament. 

The tournament has a first place 
cash prize of $5,000, and the total pay-
out is $15,000. 

Several memorial awards will be 
available as well. These include the 
Bubba Bussell Award, to be drawn 
from the youth fisherman category. 

The other memorial awards avail-
able for participants are the Tim 

See BASS, Page 3


