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Officials said the suspect who was 
fatally shot by a police officer  in 
Central Arkansas last week was the 
same man who was arrested for an 
alleged bank robbery in Hamburg last 
month.

Tramon Savage, 22, was reportedly 
fatally shot by a Jacksonville police 
officer who was responding Thursday 
night to a theft call at a car dealer ship 

located approximately 15 miles north 
of Little Rock. Savage was arrested in 
connection with a rob-
bery at Southern 
Banccorp May 23.

A document in Pulaski 
County Court shortly 
after the May incident 
said his family believed 
he needed to be institu-
tionalized. 

Hamburg Police officials said 
Savage was arrested last month after 

allegedly stealing thousands in cash 
with what appeared to be a handgun. 
When the Hamburg police arrested 
Savage in his home and recovered the 
cash and weapon, they identified the 
weapon as a BB-gun.

He was charged with aggravated 
robbery and theft of property. Savage 
bonded out of the Ashley County jail 
following the arrest. 

The Arkansas State Police are 
investigating the Jacksonville shoot-
ing. While Savage has been identified 

by other officials, the ASP has offi-
cially declined to identify the deceased 
and the officer involved.

ASP officials said the shooting inci-
dent occurred when the suspect drove 
toward officers and accelerated in a 
stolen car.

Jacksonville police likewise report-
ed that “officers fired at an ‘unidenti-
fied man’ shortly before midnight 
Thursday after he allegedly stole a 
vehicle from a car dealership and 

Bank robbery suspect dies in police shooting
Savage shot in unrelated burglary case; family members say he needed treatment

Savage

See SHOOTING, Page 5
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Council: Zones 
give Crossett 
opportunity 
for optimism

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Crossett has  two designated 
Opportunity Zones and the city council 
members said they are hopeful the 
zones will bring in industry. 

“It’s not the answer to all of our 
problems, but in light of our recent 
announcement, it gives us hope,” 
council member Crystal Marshall said. 

Marshall told the council Monday 
that Crossett was one of the state’s 337 
qualified tracts that Arkansas Economic 
Development Commission (AEDC) 
officials chose based on their potential 
for economic success and ability to 
attract investment.

Established by 
Congress in the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act of 2017, 
Opportunity Zones pro-
vide tax incentives for 
private investment in 
low-income communities 
nationwide.

“So what this does, in 
a nutshell, is really incen-
tivize industry, qualifying 
industry, to move here 
and to invest here and to 
stay here,” Marshall said. 

Eligible zones are 
based on U.S. Census 
tracts, and governors of each state were 
able to nominate up to 25 percent of 
eligible tracts for approval. Benefits for 
investors include a temporary tax 
deferral for capital gains, a step-up 
basis for capital gains invested, and a 
permanent exclusion from taxable 
income of capital gains from the sale or 
exchange of an investment in a quali-
fied opportunity zone fund if the 
investment is held for at least 10 years.

“The biggest break comes after 10 
years,” Marshall said.

 Arkansas Economic Development 
Commission (AEDC) officials said the 
tracts nominated were chosen based on 
their potential for economic success 
and ability to attract investors. 

Crossett Economic Development 
Foundation Executive Director Mike 
Smith said that Crossett was fortunate 
to have two. 

“One runs southeast of town and 
captures all of the industrial park area 
and the other one kind of wraps up the 
other side of Crossett and captures 
Georgia Pacific and on out north close 
to Cloverdale,” Smith said.

A recent news release issued by 
Arkansas Economic Development said 
that the U.S. Treasury will approve a 
total of approximately 8,700 
Opportunity Zones nationwide. Federal 
estimates are that potential capital eli-
gible for reinvestment in the zones will 
total $6.1 trillion.

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

 Two people were arrested on 
methamphetamine distribution charg-
es after an investigator with the 
Ashley County Sheriff’s Office exe-
cuted a search warrant last week. 

Shane Stringer and Miranda 
Johnson of Crossett were arrested 
following the search.

On Friday, ACSO deputies and 
investigator Tad Huntsman executed 
a search warrant at 103 Wilson St. in 
Crossett.  

Reports at the Ashley County 
Sheriff’s Department said deputies 
entered the home and made contact 
with Stringer, who they detained 
while the house was cleared. 
Huntsman did not release names of 
anyone else in the home, but said that 

a woman identified as Miranda 
Johnson was detained and arrested 
with Stringer.

Huntsman said that 
deputies found a clear zip-
per baggie that contained 
suspected methamphet-
amine in the speaker box 
of the truck parked outside 
the residence. Huntsman 
said that along with the 
meth they found Michael 
Shane Stringer’s driver’s 
license, his restricted per-
mit and his sex offender 
registration in the truck. 
Deputies also found a tool 
box with Stringer’s name 
on it and a bag that con-
tained Johnson’s personal items with a 
prescription pill bottle that belonged to 
her. 

Huntsman said he recovered a black 
bag that contained numerous clear bag-
gies on a shelf with a digital scale, mul-
tiple syringes in a bag that had “Miranda” 
printed on it and other paraphernalia in 
the home.  

Huntsman said one of the deputies 
recovered multiple glass pipes with 
what appeared to be meth residue and 
several small containers that appeared to 
have methamphetamine residue in them 
as well. 

 Stringer and Johnson were both 
arrested and charged with possession of 
methamphetamine with intent to deliver.  
Huntsman said both are convicted fel-
ons and that Stringer is on parole with a 
very lengthy criminal history and 
Johnson is on probation out of Louisiana. 

As of Monday, morning Stringer and 
Johnson were both in custody at the 
Ashley County Detention Center. 

Two booked in meth distribution bust

Stringer

Johnson

Seven at single motel room 

arrested on drug charges
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Ashley County investigators 
reported that seven people were 
arrested for alleged drug activity at 
a hotel in Crossett last week. 

Ashley County Sheriff’s Office 
Investigator Tad Huntsman said 
that the arrest was a result of a sus-
picious traffic stop made by ACSO 
Deputy Hunter Smith. Smith 
reported that he was told during the 
traffic stop that the driver was on 
the way to the Levee Inn to see a 
friend. According to Huntsman, 
this prompted Smith to “keep an 
eye on the area.” 

“He finished his traffic stop, 

went to the area of the Levee Inn 
and started to keep an eye on it,” 
Huntsman said.

While watching the Levee Inn, 
Smith reported more of what he 
considered suspicious behavior to 
Huntsman. Smith also reported that 
one of the people going in and out 
of the room was believed to be 
Brandon Courson, who Smith knew 
to be on probation. Huntsman said 
that when he got the information 
he verified that Courson had a 
search waiver on file and contacted 
Parole and Probation Agent Erik 
Thomas.

Huntsman and Thomas went in 
an unmarked vehicle to the Levee 

See ARRESTS, Page 2
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A joint investigation involiving the 

Ashley County Sheriff’s Office, 
Chicot County Sheriff’s Office and 
Portland Police Department resulted 
in an arrest of a suspect who was 
allegedly impersonating police offi-
cers. 

Last week, a suspect — whose 
identity officials have declined to 
release — was arrested and trans-

ported to Ashley County Jail for 
allegedly using blue lights in 
unmarked vehicles to make traffic 
stops. 

The suspect was allegedly using a 
green Dodge and red Chevorlet to 
make the traffic stops, although 
authorities said he or she could have 
been using other vehicles as well. 

Investigators with the ACSO are 
asking that anyone who was stopped 
recently by an unmarked vehicle with 
flashing blue lights to contact them.

A news release issued last week 
said that more information will be 
released on the identity of the suspect 
once investigators believe a valiant 
effort has been made for citizens to 
identify this person without releasing 
an identity or other information that 
could hamper the on-going investiga-
tion. 

Those who can provide any infor-
mation are asked to contact the ACSO 
at 870-853-2040 or the CCSO at 870-
265-8020. 

Marshall

Smith

ACSO seeks info about officer impersonator

See COUNCIL, Page 2

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The Crossett School 
District’s board of trustees 
voted Monday to place the for-
mer North Crossett Primary 
Building up for auction.

The  1975-v in tage , 
35,739-square foot facility has 
been occupied in recent years 
by an early child-
hood development 
group. The tenants 
had notified the 
school district they 
would no longer be 
using the building, 
and Superintendent 
Gary Williams said 
he recommended selling it 
because the district no longer 
had a use for it.

Before it could be put up for 
auction, however, the district 
had to clear a regulatory hurdle 
with the state education depart-
ment’s facilities division, 
which included soliciting inter-
est from the charter schools 
operating in the state.

No charter schools currently 
operate in southern Arkansas, 
Williams said, and no interest 
was expressed in the solicita-
tion.

School board members said 
they had been told that putting 
the building up for open auc-
tion would likely bring more 
money than seeking to sell the 
facility through a sealed bid 
process.

When school board member 
Eddie Goodson asked if the 
district could set a reserve bid 
for the auction, Williams said 
the district will still retain the 
right to reject bids, though the 
auction company will have to 

SCHOOLS

Board clears 
North Crossett 
Primary facility 
for auction 

Williams

See AUCTION, Page 5

A day of remembrance, Freedoma day of

Members of the Crossett community gathered Saturday in the E.C. Crossett Youth Center Park to mark Juneteenth, the cel-
ebration of the announcement of the abolition of slavery, with a cookout, prize giveaway and other festivities. The holiday is 
celebrated as Juneteenth Independence Day on the third Saturday in June in Arkansas. VAL GAUGHT/News Observer


