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REPORTER

The City of Crossett will have it’s inaugural New 

Year’s Eve Ball Drop celebration to ring in 2020.

 Crossett Parks and Recreation Assistant Director 

Sarah Hollimon said city employees designed and 

built the ball, which will feature more than 1,200 

lights.

City crews took down the American Flag from 

the flag pole on Main Street near Citizen’s Bank 

and tested the ball last week.

Hollimon said the ball is basically a 

round cage styled ball that Anthony 

Cockrell designed. Cockrell 

worked with the city crew to weld 

it.

The ball comes together to 

go around the flagpole and can 

be used for years to come.

Hollimon said the crews 

will wench the ball up the 

flag pole to drop it at midnight 

to celebrate the New Year.

The idea was one of a number that Hollimon has 

cooked up since taking her position as assistant director 

of parks and recreation.

“The city is doing this, there are no business spon-

sor ships,” Hollimon said.   

Mayor Scott McCormick said he appreciates 

Hollimon’s passion for Crossett and her out of the 

box thinking.

Hollimon said she is really focused on not 

only giving the residents of Crossett 

something to do and things to be 

proud of, but also on bringing 

people to Crossett even if 

it’s only for a short 

time to experience 

something like 

New Year’s Eve 

ball drop.

Preparing a new New Year’s Tradition

City crews practice assembling the ball 
that wil be hoisted up the flag pole on Main 
Street for the New Year’s Eve ball drop in 
Crossett. VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

NATION

Westerman 
votes ‘no’ on 

articles of 
impeachment
Representative from 

Dist. 4 calls process 

‘serious,’ ‘divisive’

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

A r k a n s a s ’ F o u r t h 
Congress iona l  Dis t r i c t 
Congressman cast a vote against 
impeaching President Donald 
Trump, calling the move a “seri-
ous and divisive” tool.

The vote came after House 
leadership and com-
mittees alleged that 
Trump abused his 
power in trying to 
influence a foreign 
government to inves-
tigate one of his 
potential Presidential 
race rivals. The arti-
cles of impeachment 
also included a charge of obstruc-
tion of Congress because Trump 
did not cooperate with 
Congressional investigators and 
ordered his staff and appointees 
not to as well.

“This is the day Democrats 
have been planning since the 
American people duly elected 
President Trump,” Westerman 
said in a Dec. 18 release follow-
ing the impeachment vote. “Over 
the past few months, the Judiciary 
and Intelligence Committees 
have neglected legislative work 
and instead spent taxpayer dol-
lars handpicking witnesses and 

INDUSTRY

Ashley County 
farm wins 

annual soybean 
yield contest

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

An Ashley County farm led the 
state in soybean harvests as part of 
the Arkansas Soybean Promotion 
Board and Arkansas Soybean 
Association’s annual Grow for the 
Green Soybean Yield Contest.

The contest is an annual chal-
lenge that started in 2007, pushing 
producers to exceed a harvest of 100 
bushels per acre. This year’s leader, 
Matt Miles, was able to reach a yield 
of 120.533 bushels per acre at his 
Ashley County farmland growing 
the Pioneer P48A60X variety.

The contest, which is funded 
using producer checkoff funds, 
awards cash prizes to the top three 
producers in each region. 

As the state leader, Miles was 
also the No. 1 producer in the 
Southeast Delta region. Layne Miles 
in Ashley County planted Pioneer 
P48A60X with a yield of 117.251 
bushel per acre. 

The Deshea County winner was 
the  Billy Garner Estate with 116.636 
bushels per acre, and Mark Welty’s 
operation  in Chicot County led with 
103.702 bushels per acre. 

The Garner and Welty farms also 
grew Pioneer P48A60X.

The prizes will be awarded at the 
Arkansas Soybean Association’s 
annual meeting at the Grand Prairie 
Center in Stuttgart on Jan. 14.

See IMPEACHMENT, Page 3

Westerman

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

An Ashley County organization 
recently donated $24,000 to a can-
cer research center, bringing its 
grand total in donations to $437,000 
since 2005.

Ashley County Cares, a breast 
cancer awareness organization, 
began in 2005 and has since raised 
more than $400,000 for their cause.

Lori Pennington with ACC said 
the money raised stays in Arkansas 
and is donated to the UAMS 
Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer 
Institute, earmarked for breast can-
cer research and awareness.  

A portion of the money donated 
goes to fund a MammoVan, a mam-
mography machine that travels 
around rural Arkansas and operated 
by UAMS.

Thirty of Arkansas’ 75 counties 
do not have a fixed mammography 
facility and in many places 
MammoVan is the only screening 
option.

Last week the group carried a 
check for $24,000 to the UAMS 
Winthrop Rockefeller center.

“To top it off, they have added 
our name Ashley County Cares to 
the wall of donors that is displayed 
in the lobby,” Pennington said.

Pennington also said it was an 

honor for the group to be recog-
nized and that she wants to thank 
the community on behalf of ACC. 

“We want to thank all of  the 
people in Ashley County who have 
supported our organization through 
the years, from the bottom of our 
hearts,” Pennington said.

The group has approximately 18 
members who work year around to 
raise funds.  

The group designs and sells 
T-shirts twice a year and hosts a 5K 
run and one mile walk during 
Armadillo Festival in May. 

The group’s largest fundraiser is 
a dinner and auction that they host 
in October each year.

The group also hosted a breast 
health expo in October.

“During the expo, women receive 
important information about wom-
en’s health, including the need for 
mammograms,” ACC’s Facebook 
page says. “This information also 
includes information on Breast 
Care which is an Arkansas created 
and based organization providing 
an avenue for women to receive 
mammograms free of charge and 
information concerning their 
health. Also during the expo, certi-
fied hospital personnel individually 
instruct women how to perform 
complete and precise breast self-
examinations.”

Members of Ashley County Cares pose outside the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Center after 
making a $24,000 cancer research donation. ACC is a group that raises funds for cancer 
research and ensures the money stays in Arkansas.

NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

Ashley County Cares makes $24K donation

NEWS RELEASE

U.S. Secretary of Transportation 
Elaine L. Chao announced today that 
highway crash data for the first nine 
months of 2019 show a reduction of 
2.2 percent in fatalities compared to 
the first nine months of 2018. Under 
this Administration and Secretary 
Chao’s leadership, the U.S. 

Department of Transportation (DOT) 
has made safety its top priority.

“This is positive news, but more 
work remains to be done to make our 
roads safer for everyone,” Chao said. 

In the first nine months of 2019, 
an estimated 26,730 people died in 
motor vehicle traffic crashes.

As the holidays approach, DOT is 
partnering with law enforcement 

officers across the nation to look for 
– and stop – impaired drivers.

“Sadly, over 800 people lost their 
lives due to an impaired driver last 
December; that’s a lot of empty 
chairs around the dinner table,” 
Secretary Chao said in a video state-
ment.

More than ten thousand lives were 
lost last year due to impaired driv-

ing, which is nearly a third of all 
highway traffic deaths in 2018, 
according to DOT’s National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA).

“All of these deaths could have 
been prevented,” Chao said. “So 
please make the right choice this 
holiday season. It can save your life 
and other precious lives on the road.”

Roadway deaths down in 2019 over previous year


